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Planning for our future
by Dani Jencks

Label

Remember Veterans’ Day

Veterans’ Day programs
will be held in the
elementary gym on
November 11 at 8:45 a.m.
and the high school gym
at 9:45. The public is invited to attend these programs.

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 7
4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
No school for students on
November 8.
Tuesday, November 12
1:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Early release for students.
Elementary: Conference scheduling letters will be sent home on
October 29. Those with questions,
should please call the
elementary school
office at 715-458-5710.

Most Cameron residents
are aware that a major point
of the upcoming referendum
is the construction of a new
elementary school. Built in
1906, the aged, original school
building has stood the test
of time surprisingly well.
Unfortunately for the District,
the growing sizes of Cameron’s
classes have led to a shortage of
space. From a lack of classrooms
to a cramped cafeteria, the need
for a larger space is vital.
If a planned referendum
passes, a new elementary school
would have this larger space,
not to mention the added bonus
of grouping students by grade
into “pods.” This way, all the
students in that grade would
be in contact with each other,
even though they have different
teachers.

Elementary principal, Mrs.
Pat Schroeder, explained the
dangers of the current bus
drop off. With only one road
for parents and buses alike,
the road along the school
gets congested very quickly.
The new elementary school,
however, would have two
separate areas for drop off--one
for the parents and another for
the buses. This would allow
for a safer environment for the
elementary students.
Safety is also on the mind
of Mr. Brett Ridout, P.E.
teacher in the middle and
high schools. When asked
about the referendum, his
first comment was about the
safety of his students. Running
is part of his curriculum, but
having his students run on
the roads is a major concern.

With construction of a track,
students would be able to run
without the worry of traffic, and
he would be able to supervise
the entire class all the time.
P.E. teacher Mrs. Kasee Hickok
also stated that having an allpurpose field behind the middle
school would help her physical
education classes be more
productive.
The student body also have
opinions on the referendum.
Senior Selena Moen, a member
on the pom and dance team,
spoke about how the planned
expansion of the vocal music
space would double as a
practice area for the dance team.
Curently, all of their practices
take place in the elementary
school. Since the floors are
slippery and there are no
“Planning . . “ continued on page 2...

Drawing of the future. This rendering shows the plan for the new elementary school, should the November 5 referendum be successful.

Please remember to vote on Tuesday, November 5. Polling
locations will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 8:00 p.m.

Helping hands: NHS
Shantytown

... “Planning” continued from page 1
mirrors, practices are difficult.
Selena is ecstatic about the idea of a
brand new place in the high school
that can be shared between vocal
music, poms, and other groups.
“It would be so much easier if
our practices could be at the high
school,” stated Selena.
Senior Marcus Brion gave his
opinion of the referendum, as well.
For him, the idea of moving the
weight room was the most exciting
part of the plan. The current weight
room is too small for the number
of students who work out, and the
space gets crowded rather quickly.
The referendum proposes that the
current weight room be moved
to the current wrestling room,
which would take care of the space
problems. This would be a safer

Faces in the news

by Gracie Davis

Community support. Without the support of the community, the Cameron
Middle School and the opportunities it’s provided would not have been possible.

environment and, Marcus
hopes, will encourage
students to be a part of the
lifting program at Cameron,
and allow community use of
the facilities.

All in all, there are a
number of people who are
excited about the possible
changes. If it passes, it will
make the Cameron School
District a safer, happier place.

FCCLA is collecting food for the Cameron Food Pantry until November 14. Please
bring donations to the high school. Boxes will be located in several classrooms
as well as the office and student services. Food items that are always needed are
listed below.
-canned/jar pasta sauce
-boxed pasta
-boxed dinners
-sugar
-canned soup
-peanut butter
-canned vegetables -flour
-jams/jellies
-cereal (hot and cold)
-canned fruit

Helpless.
Hapless. Homeless.
The Cameron
National Honor
Society spent
October 10
experiencing the
struggles of being
homeless. They
carted all that they
could carry in
Home sweet home. Cameron NHS members hang out at their
carts or wagons. cardboard houses on October 10 after walking around for donations.
The members
awareness of homelessness in
were not allowed
our community,” said senior
to stop in at their lockers or
Sidnie Wilder. The food went
their cars, and cell phones were
to the Cameron Food Pantry
not allowed. “I think it is a
and the money went to help
good thing. Without phones,
Benjamin’s House. After
we are able to feel the real
walking around town, members
experience of being homeless,
Marcus Brion, Elizabeth
because most homeless people
Crotteau, Gracie Davis,
can’t afford to have a cell
Josie Hoffman, Abby Jaeger,
phone,” said senior Selena
Dani Jencks, Skylar Johnson,
Moen.
MacKenzie Kutchera, Selena
The students walked around
Moen, Lucas Morgan, Holly
town begging for food or
Olson, Cody Pumala, Kylie
money donations. “We are
Richter, Jurnee Uetz, and Sidnie
doing Shantytown to raise
Wilder headed back to their
food and money for local food
cardboard shantytown located
pantries and Benjamin’s House.
under the new sign in front of
We are also trying to raise
the high school. The football
players had to head out early
because they had a game the
next day, but the girls stuck it
out and slept through the night
in their cardboard creations.
The group collected over 440
food items for the Cameron
Food Pantry and over $900 for
Benjamin’s House. They woke
Helping hearts. The NHS members
early the next day, eager to
walk around town on October 10 asking
return to their beds, cell phones,
for money or food donations for area homeand easy life.
less shelters.

The karate kids. Sixth graders
Remington Ladd and Mikayla Graham
earned their black belts on September
6. They have been training for a year
at Brown’s Karate Academy to achieve
this title.

Outstanding athletes. Juniors Hannah Bailey and Chloe Wanink have both
verbally accepted to play a collegiate sport.
Hannah is planning on playing volleyball
at Iowa State, and Chloe is planning on
playing basketball at North Dakota State
University. Both girls will officially sign
in November.

To be or not to be. Junior Malachi
Anderson played the part of Peter Van
Daan in The Diary of Anne Frank. The
performance was held at the BACC on
October 12.

Horsin’ around. Senior Gracie Davis
went to the state fair in West Allis on
September 13-15. She placed Top Ten in
Trail and received a Grand Champion in
Drawing.

Tame the Falcons: homecoming week

In good hands

by Jade Green

by Sidnie Wilder

Homecoming week this year
kicked off on September 23 with
the announcement of the king
and queen who reigned over
the week. The court consisted
of Logan Sanborn and Jenna
Goede, Jacob Sanborn and
Jennique Peterson, Marcus
Brion and MacKenzie Kutchera,
and Alex Fredrickson and Holly
Olson. Winning homecoming
king and queen were Lucas
Morgan and Selena Moen.
Monday kicked off the dress
up days, starting with Hillbilly
Day. We saw many people in
different costumes walking
the halls of CHS, including
students wearing straw hats,
overalls, and banjos. Tuesday
we were seeing double as
twins took over the school.
Some of the seniors opted to
do “Gender Bender” Day,
where they dressed up as the
opposite gender. Wednesday
brought about Class Color Day
with the freshmen in brown,

Along with many new
students, our district has
welcomed eight new staff
members--Mr. John Meznarich,
Mrs. Stacy Rust, Ms. Kate
Lapcinski, Ms. Mary Ebner, Ms.
Kelly Jerik, Mr. Dan Krug, Mr.
Ken Keef, and Ms. Sue Brooks.
Mr. Meznarich, the high
school’s new principal, took
on the role previously held
by Mr. Joe Leschisin, our new
Assistant District Administrator.
A graduate of UW-Eau Claire,
Mr. Meznarich taught chemistry,
math, and physics in Cadott.
After obtaining his Master’s
degree in administration, he
was the assistant principal for
nine years at Fond du Lac High
School. Although his transfer to
Cameron has gone smoothly,
the size of Cameron High School
was a big change. “I was really
impressed with the behavior
of the kids, and I am enjoying
the smaller size,” said Mr.
Meznarich.
Mrs. Stacy Rust joined
Cameron Middle School as the

new secretary. She graduated
from WITC and previously
worked as the secretary in Rice
Lake. Not only was she working
for the Rice Lake School
District, but she also helped at
the Boys and Girls Club. Even
though Cameron is smaller than
her previous school, her first
few weeks have been great.
Along with Mrs. Rust, janitors
Mr. Krug and Mr. Keef are the
new additions in the middle
school. Mr. Krug graduated
from CHS and worked at
Jennie-O Turkey Store for
25 years before walking the
Cameron hallways once again.
Although he has had numerous
jobs, the biggest change for him
has been working indoors and
using a computer. Mr. Keef
still leads the Cameron Civic
Club and has had various jobs
previously. He also raised three
awesome girls who are CHS
alumni.
At CES, Ms. Ebner and Ms.
Jerik were welcomed as aides.
Ms. Ebner taught in Barron

for 29 years and is the
agency manager for Barron
County Special Olympics.
Ms. Jerik previously was the
superviser of medical records/
receptionist/registration for
a family medical practice
clinic in Minnesota. What Ms.
Jerik likes about Cameron
is how the staff works
together and that is is a small
community. She is having
an excellent year so far!
Ms. Brooks is the new K-12
reading specialist. Ms. Brooks
worked for the Cameron
Elementary School for many
years before becoming a
professor at Viterbo College.
Her love for reading and
Cameron, brought her back
to us. Ms. Lapcinski joined
the staff as a first-year
kindergarten teacher. She
attended Rice Lake Schools
and graduated from UWStout. “I love working,
playing, and learning with
my kindergarters,” said Ms.
Lapcinski.

Mr. John Meznarich, HS principal

Mrs. Stacy Rust, MS secretary

Mr. Keef and Mr. Krug, janitors

“Did you see that?” Senior Marcus
Brion smiling after getting a spike against
the juniors in powderpuff volleyball.

Padded up. The Cameron football team faces off against the Flambeau team during the
homecoming game that took place on September 27. The Comets won 36-6.

sophomores in green, juniors in
black, seniors in pink, and staff
in neon. Thursday came rocking
around with 80’s Day; students
and teachers dressed in mesh
clothing accompanied by big
earrings and hair. Friday was
Comet Pride Day.
Wednesday was also the day
for the powder puff games. It
all started with guys’ volleyball.
Seniors and juniors went for the
win in a battle of the spandex.
Seniors won the overall
match with the Class of 2014
defending their title for four
years in a row. Next there was
the girls’ football match. The
junior girls upheld their title
from last year.
Friday was the pep rally,
which was held outside at the
football field. There were many
fun activities including games
for the football and volleyball
players, the cross country
runners, and various clubs.

Friday night was the football
game against the Flambeau
Falcons. With some good plays
and tackles, the Comets won the
game 36-6. The half-time show
went great as well, with the dance
team performing to the song ‘Any
Way You Want It’ by Journey.
The band and color guard also
did their performance, a zombie
themed show to ward off any of
the walking dead that may come
to Cameron. Along with playing
‘Ghostbusters’ and ‘Thriller’, the
percussionists were highlighted
with a selection called ‘Zombie
Junk’ while the band showed off
their zombie moves.
Many students came to the
dance that was held Saturday
night from 8-11, to enjoy a DJ
from Z100 and had pictures
taken by art students. Thanks to
the faculty, parents, Mrs. Pica,
and students who helped make
the week a very memorable
homecoming for all of us.

Ms. Kate Lapcinski,
kindergarten teacher

Ms. Kelly Jerik, ES aide

Ms. Sue Brooks,
reading specialist

Ms. Mary Ebner, ES aide

Spring school board election

Raising the flags

District residents interested in filing papers for
candidacy in the spring
school board election
should contact Don Rappel,
School Board President, or
Dr. Randal Braun, District
Administrator. Candidates for the board need
to complete a campaign

by Sidnie Wilder

registration statement and
a declaration of candidacy
form available at the District office to ensure that the
candidate’s name is on the
ballot in the spring election
on April 1, 2014. The candidacy form must be completed, notarized, and given to
the School Board President

Open enrollment
Cameron’s open enrollment numbers for those
students coming in to our
District continue to increase.
This year, we added 80 new
students district-wide bringing our total of open enrolled
students to 302. Some reasons that students have given
for open enrolling to Cameron include hearing about
Cameron’s great reputation,
not liking their previous
schools, and wanting to try
something new!
Students who are open
enrolled bring in approximately $6,448 of state aide
per student to our District.
Cameron currently has 62

students who are open enrolled
out of the District. Wisconsin’s
inter-district public school open
enrollment program allows parents to apply for their children
to attend school districts other
than the one in which they
live. Parents are responsible
for transporting their children
to and from school, unless the
student receives special education. If the student’s IEP requires transportation, the nonresident school district must
provide transportation to the
non-resident school. The Open
Enrollment period for the 20142015 school year is February 3
– April 30, 2014. Parents must
apply no earlier than February

or Administrator by 5:00
p.m. on Tuesday, January 7, 2014. The candidate
receiving the most votes
in the spring election will
be seated on the Board of
Education for three year
terms.
The term of Randy Hill
will expire in April, 2014.

3, 2014, and no later than 4:00
p.m. on April 30, 2014. The
application is now web based
and the use of the on-line
application over the internet
is highly recommended. The
link to the online application
form is https://www2.dpi.
state.wi.us/OpenEnrollApp.
Paper forms can be mailed to
those requesting them from
the District Office at (715)
458-5602.
For more information on
open enrollment please
access the state website by
clicking on http://dpi.wi.gov/
sms/psctoc.html , or go to
the District Website at www.
cameron.k12.wi.us.

School closing information
When it is necessary to
delay the start of, close
or cancel school due
to inclement weather,
the District will use its
“AlertNow” communication
system. A pre-recorded
phone message will go
out to the primary contact

number for each family
with students in the District.
The message will include
details of the cancellation. In
addition an announcement
will be made on local radio
stations WJMC, WAQE, and
WKFX. The district will also
attempt to contact WEAU-TV

and WQOW-TV, both out of
Eau Claire, and Minneapolis
TV stations WCCO (Ch.4),
KSTP (Ch. 5), KARE (Ch. 11),
and KMSP (Ch. 9). Please
be sure to discuss with
your child(ren) what your
alternate plan is in the event
that school is closed early.

Early last spring, Cameron’s
student council and National
Honor Society members
volunteered their time to
set up flags for a Veterans
Memorial Day service. On
May 24, students traveled to
Northern Wisconsin Veterans
Memorial Cemetery in Spooner,
accompanied by Mrs. Carla

Kuffel and Mrs. Sarah Pica.
This memorial park provides
a beautiful, peaceful place of
rest for the honored men and
women who gave their lives
for our country. “I thought it
would be a great opportunity
for CHS students to volunteer
and support our veterans,” said
Mrs. Pica.

Flag crew. Cameron student council and NHS members pose in front of the recently
hoisted flags after the set-up was complete last spring.

Before the Memorial Day
service, 104 flags were placed
on the Avenue of Flags. The
CHS students worked as a unit,
setting up poles and hoisting
the red, white, and blue flags
throughout the grounds.
Later, the volunteers voted
to purchase a flag of their own.
Cameron’s FBLA, FCCLA,
FFA, NHS, and student council
members donated money to
help with this cause. “I felt
like a very good citizen, and I
was honored to help with the
process,” stated student council
member Hannah Bailey.
Overall, the volunteer day
was a huge success and a
feeling of accomplishment was
present amongst the various
students who helped. The flags
were a great reminder that our
veterans will never be forgotten.

Cameron celebrates the freedom to read
by Mrs. Melissa Longmire

The third annual Banned
Books Week was held at
Cameron High School the last
week of September. It was
created to promote awareness
of challenges to library
materials and to celebrate the
right to freedom of speech.
Banned Books Week is
celebrated at CHS to emphasize
the importance of protecting
that right, expressing our
viewpoints, and hearing and
reading others’ views. Famous
titles that have been banned
include Of Mice and Men by
John Steinbeck, The Adventures
of Huckleberry Finn by Mark
Twain, and, more recently,

the Harry Potter series by JK
Rowling.
During the week, the
high school library staff at
Cameron hosted a trivia
contest involving the top
ten most challenged books
from the previous year,
display books that have been
challenged at some point, and
educated students and staff
on the importance of access to
materials.
The value of free and open
access to information is crucial
to keeping a free, democratic
society. The goal of the
Cameron library media staff
is to make students realize

the importance of reading
all types of materials while
protecting their right to read
what they want when they
want. (For more information,
check out http://www.ala.org/
bbooks/ on the web.)

Banned books. Seniors Melissa
Papantonatos and Ben Linton peruse
the banned books displayed in the high
school LMC.

Musical excellence in choir

Campbell’s soup labels still needed

by Beth Daigle
What a fun, talented, goodSteffen. He thinks that each
looking guy the Cameron choir
choir brings a different element
department has been awarded
of ability and range of music.
with!
He feels that they all are very
Mr. Andrew Steffen is that
good at what they do.
guy. He is a senior at UW-EC.
After seeing how Mr. Steffen
He was here last May, as a
directs the choirs with his light
teacher’s assistant to Mrs. Beth
Joosten for first and second
hours. “Teaching is definitely
something I’m interested in doing after graduating,” said Mr.
Steffen.
Since his presence in Cameron
began, he has been with three
high school choirs and one
middle school choir.
“Each choir is unique, and
gives Mrs. J. [Mrs. Beth Joosten, Pose of greatness. Mr. Steffen, student
choir teacher]and I something
teacher, poses by the piano he uses in the
choir room located in the middle school.
new to wake up to,” said Mr.

and soothing tactics, one wonders how long he’s wanted to
do this. When he was a seventh-grader in middle school,
he realized what he wanted to
do for the majority of his adult
life--teach choir.
Mr. Steffen works with Mrs.
Joosten, Cameron’s choir director. “Mr. Steffen does an awesome job and will be a fantastic
teacher,” said Mrs. Joosten,
who is very hopeful that her
young Starbucks-loving musical friend will succeed.
Mr. Steffen graduated from
high school in 2009 from New
Richmond.
We wish the best of luck to
you, Mr. Steffen. Your new
school will be very lucky.

CAVE (Cameron Area Virtual Education)
by Bambi Forcey and Tamara Sharp
The Cameron Academy of
Virtual Education, authorized by
the Cameron’s Board of Education as a charter school in the fall
of 2010, provides individualized
learning options in a home-based
environment. The CAVE staff
takes a personal approach to
learning and starts by building
face-to-face relationships with
each family as they tailor instruction to meet each student’s skill
level and interests.
CAVE enrollment increased
this year by nearly 25%. Eleven
percent of our students are
Cameron residents and the other
89% come from 25 other communities across the state. CAVE

has 65 elementary students, 32
middle school students and 25
high school students served by
a certified staff of seven teachers
who work weekly with families and students in five critical
areas: diagnosing student needs,
selecting curriculum, creating
instructional designs, assessing
student learning and reporting
outcomes.
CAVE offers many courses
through the Wisconsin eSchool
Network, they have designed
courses of their own, and students may take up to two courses through the Cameron schools.
All the courses are aligned to the
state's academic standards. The

use of online adaptive curriculum grows each semester, and
staff finds that our variety of
programs and formats meet the
needs of our students different
learning styles.
The CAVE program accepts
students through open enrollment which begins in February,
but families who have questions
are invited and encouraged to
call or email now and examine
options for learning. CAVE welcomes serving families whose
needs and interests match what
they can offer. The office number is 715-458-5610 or an email
of inquiry can be sent to bforcey@cave.cameron.k12.wi.us.

Please keep sending labels!
Only product UPCs, beverage caps, and Bonus Certificates from eligible products
are eligible for redemption in
the Labels for Education.
There is a collection box for
product UPC’s next to the
elementary office door.

These savings enable
our school to buy much
needed equipment and
supplies for our children.
Thanks for all your help.

Other labels collected

The hunt of a lifetime
by Gracie Davis
When most people pull the
trigger on a gun, they don’t
realize how lucky they are to
have that ability. Bill Rands-with help of the DNR--started
the program, A Hunt of a
Lifetime, in 2004. A Hunt of
a Lifetime is a program that
allows two disabled kids—who
would have been unable to hunt
on their own—to participate in
a three-day hunt, each searching
for and getting to shoot a buck,
a doe, and a black bear. This
year the hunt took place from
September 16 - 18.
One of Cameron’s students
is a key member of the group

Glory shot. The entire team poses with
what they shot, two bears, two does, and
two bucks.

who helps these
students. “It
was so cool to
see the kids, who
wouldn’t be able
to hunt without
this program, be
so excited to be
able to have the
opportunity to do
so,” said Cameron
High School
junior Tyler Benik. In the woods. The group smiles in the woods after
a long day of hunting.
Tyler was the
cameraman for one
present. The hunt took place
of the boys. He followed
in between Exeland and
his mentee and captured
Radisson.
the event on film so that
This program is such a
the young hunter would
wonderful opportunity for
have these memories for a
kids who wouldn’t normally
lifetime.
be able to go hunting,
Each child was escorted by
to have the chance to
a guide through the woods.
experience it for themselves.
Many people volunteered
Congratulations on such a
to help out. They cooked
successful
hunt and thanks
meals, gut the animals, and
to those who gave their time
drove bear towards the
and talents so others could
hunters with dogs. Two
enjoy such a great event.
DNR officials were also

Middle school news

Busy bees
by Tanner Whitman

Girls rule. The Cameron Middle School
girls’ cross country team took first in the
conference. The boys’ team includes Logan
Sevals and Issac Timblin.

Future Friday night stars. The Cameron Middle School football team enjoyed their
season this year.

The fifth grade students in
Mrs. Jennie LaVallie’s class
are getting busy writing to the
residents at Heritage Manor.
They were recently assigned
their own pen pals. They will
get to meet their pals in the
future. The students’ first
writing day was September 26,
2013. That day they wrote a “get
to know you” letter to their pen
pals.
The tradition originated when
Mrs. Kathy Swenson taught
the class, which was then taken
over by Mrs. LaVallie a few

years ago.
When the students write
and meet with the residents,
they often find many things
in common. For example, one
fifth grader and his resident
both love baseball. They also
converse with each other about
their families.
The students take three
trips total to Heritage Manor.
Occasionally, some of the
students get nervous around
the residents, but one of the
workers there solves the
problem when she introduces

Volleyball for all. The 7th and 8th grade Cameron Middle School volleyball teams play hard and take on teams in our area. The
middle school volleyball teams don’t stress winning or records; they focus on developing the skills and teamwork it takes to be a great
volleyball team.

Top ten study tips for a CMS Student
10. Have a consistent place and time to study.
9. Do a little work each day as opposed to waiting for the last minute.
8. Use your assignment notebook every day in every class.
7. Have a binder, notebook, folder, etc. for each class.
6. Be organized on an hourly and daily basis.
5. Make and use study cards.
4. Make and use your own study guides.
3. Talk about assignments with teachers and friends.
2. Ask for help – teacher, morning tutor, guidance counselor, etc.
1. Make academics important to you. Getting good grades will help you have a better life!!

Join Homework Help every morning in the middle school library
Monday - Friday 7:30 - 8:00 a.m.

Ready for action! Mrs. LaVallie’s fifth grade class is ready to write to their new pen
pals! Students and residents of the Heritage Manor will also meet face-to-face this
school year.

Art club

Cameron art teachers, Mrs.
Sara Allen and Mrs. Angie Leschisin, have begun a middle
school art club.
The first gathering was
October 3. Twenty-six 5th-8th
graders made leaf paintings
using sponges and leaves.
There was paint everywhere!

Future dates are:
November 14, December
5, and December 19
The club is free. Mrs.
Allen and Mrs. Leschisin
are creating unique and
fun projects using a lot of
left-over materials from
their rooms.
Attend the next event!

Leading the way. Fifth grade teacher,
Mrs. LaVallie, helps her students make
someone’s day at Heritage Manor.

the students to the residents.
While they are there with the
residents, the students often
play games and even help with
Bingo, which is a game that the
residents take seriously and
have pride in playing. Also, the
students either do a skit or sing
a song for the residents.
However, the big show will
come when the residents visit
Cameron Middle School. The
students plan to present a talent
show for them.
The residents truly enjoy the
entertainment of the children as
a part of their daily activities,
which enriches their lives.

Fall art. Twenty-six middle schoolers attended the
first meeting of the Art Club, where they made leaf
paintings. All middle schoolers are invited!

