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Technology safety
by Morgan Grover
On January 19, Aimee
M. Bissonette educated the
Cameron Middle and High
School students and staff on
appropriate ways to use the
internet and their cell phones.
She wants everyone to think
of the future; if you post
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Champions in our midst
by Morgan Grover

We are the champions! Junior Trevor
Metropulos and sophomore Sidnie Wilder
taking a break from hammer throw practice.

Over the summer, Trevor
Metropulos and Sidnie Wilder
competed in USA Track and
Field events. At the USATF
World Track and Field Trials
in South Carolina, Wilder
placed fifth in the hammer
throw, chucking the hammer a
whopping 145’11”, making it

her personal best.
Another competition was the
USATF Regional 8 Junior Olympic
Championships in St. Paul,
Minnesota. In the hammer throw,
Wilder placed first with a distance
of 145’7”, while Metropulos
placed second, throwing 129’10”.
Wilder also competed in the
discus event, throwing a distance
of 107’6” and placing fourth.
These three throws qualified them
for the USATF Nationals, which
were held in Wichita, Kansas.
At the national meet, Wilder
threw the hammer 142’3”. She
placed second, though she was
ranked the #1 freshman in the
US for her throw at the USATF
Trials; she was awarded the
“Best in Nation” award for that
throw. Wilder placed 19th for

her discus throw, hurling the
heavy, frisbee-shaped weight a
personal best distance of 110’1”.
Metropulos entered the national
meet ranked 16th, but placed
11th with a throw of 129’11”. He
barely missed the top ten by
one centimeter (approximately
the width of your pinky finger).
Good luck in the future, you
hammer throwing beasts!

3... 2... 1... throw! Trevor Metropulos
spins to gain momentum before the hammer is thrown.
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Helpful hints. Ms. Bissonette teaches
Mr. Leschisin and the rest of the district’s
teachers ways to control media situations.

inappropriate things on the
internet, prospective employers
may search the internet for
information on you. They could
find inappropriate things and
decide not to hire you. The
same goes for admission into
college and scholarships.
Junior Marissa North learned
it’s important to put a password
on your phone. If someone was

to find it and you didn’t have a
password, they could find out
numerous things about you.
They could also get you in legal
trouble without you knowing
it. Bissonette emphasized that
it’s not okay for you to take
inappropriate pictures or write
inappropriate posts. A general
rule of thumb is to think of
Grandma. If you would be
embarrassed for her to see what
you’re doing, don’t do it.
A few main points were to
only give out your number
to people you can absolutely
trust, never text and drive, and
don’t respond to texts from
people you don’t know. Senior
Courtney Bier learned that even
if you delete something from
your Facebook (or any internet
site), it is never truly gone.
Aimee Bissonette is an
attorney, and she has a
colleague who can retrieve
information from hard drives
in situations that seem next to
impossible. One story was that
a submarine had sunk; it took
years for a dive team to be able
to get the computers out of
it. Ms. Bissonette’s colleague,
however, was able to get all the
information from it after they
retrieved the computers.
Facebook has been used

more and more as a means of
bullying where students are
posting unkind comments
to others that they wouldn’t
say to their faces. Bullying
can be reported to Facebook
administrators.
One safe internet and cell
phone practice is to pretend
everyone can see what you’re
doing. If you don’t want
your boss, parents, or law
enforcement to know, it is not
appropriate. Always assume
people are out to cause you
harm from what you post,
so don’t provide specific
information on your profile.
There may be predators trying
to find anything about you.
Also, as silly as it could be, it is
illegal to videotape teachers.
Ms. Bissonette’s message
to all the groups she spoke to
was to think about what you’re
doing before you regret doing it.
It is not unrealistic for parents to know their child’s
password or be friends with
them on Facebook to monitor
interactions and postings. Be
involved! Have
your child set
their privacy settings high.

District News
Open enrollment

Wisconsin’s inter-district public school open
enrollment program allows parents to apply for
their children to attend school districts other than
the one in which they live. This includes parents
who wish to open enroll their children into virtual charter school programs in other districts (see
the article on the Cameron Academy of Virtual
Education elsewhere in this newsletter). Parents
are responsible for transporting their children to
and from school, unless the student receives special education. If the student’s IEP requires transportation, the non-resident school district must
provide for transportation to the non-resident
school.
The open enrollment period for the 2012-2013
school year is February 6-24, 2012. Parents must
apply no earlier than February 6, 2012, and no
later than 4:00 p.m. on February 24, 2012. Late
applications will not be accepted for any reason. The application is now web-based, and the
use of the on-line application over the Internet
is highly recommended. The link to the on-line
application form is http://www2dpi.state.wi.us/
OpenEnrollApp . Paper forms can be mailed to
those requesting them from the district office at
(715) 458-5702. For more information on open enrollment, please access the state website at http://
dpi.wi.gov/sms/psctoc.html , or go to the district
website at www.cameron.k12.wi.us.

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTION
(SEC. 120.06 (8) (c))
Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the School District of Cameron that
a School Board general election will be held
on Tuesday, April 3, 2012 to fill the following
board positions:
Two School Board Members – 3 Year Term;
Candidates are:
Allen W. Breeden, Gene Phillips,
Don Rappel, Ted Zych II
VOTE FOR TWO
Electors will vote in their regular polling
places. Polls will open at 7:00 a.m. or at the
time of opening of your local polling place
and close at 8:00 p.m.

Cameron Academy of Virtual Education

Dated this 23rd day of January, 2012.
Theodore Zych II, School Board Clerk
School District of Cameron

The Cameron Academy of Virtual Education was recently the subject of a WEAU TV-13 news
report which was aired at 6 and 10 p.m. on January 11 and on the newscast the next morning.
The report by correspondent Amelia Cerling focused on the Clark family which has six children
enrolled. The virtual education program is a partnership between families and the district allowing students to learn at home through a variety of methods with support from the district such as
resources, assessment (including state required testing), and licensed teachers who serve students
at home by providing tutoring and guidance as well as consultation with parents. The program is
very flexible and centers around what the parents want for their children (very important to homeschoolers) within the parameters set by the district and state regulations.
Cameron virtual student Wynter Clark has taken advantage of the flexibility of subject and schedule to learn the art of photography and to start her own photography business. Wynter has taken
senior photos and also does weddings and events. The ability to schedule her photo shoots during
the day and fit her studies in around her work has made her virtual education experience not only
unique but profitable.
The Cameron Academy of Virtual Education will be enrolling students this spring. For more
information check out the school website ( http://www.cameron.k12.wi.us/ ). Look for the CAVE
Program on the homepage for more information.

“Sense”ational kindergarteners Faces in the news
by Austin Bayer
“See, hear, smell, taste, touch, I
use them every day.” This is the
song that the kindergarteners
were taught by their teachers.
The 7th and 8th hour Parenting
students from the high school
recently spent two days with
these kindergarteners. On January
12, the students went to the
elementary school and taught the
kindergarteners about the five
senses. The kindergarteners were
broken up into five groups: vision,
hearing, smell, taste, and touch.
At each one of the groups, the
Parenting students had a series
of activities that the students
participated in.
The vision group had a color
test and a depth perception game.
The hearing group recorded
sounds on an iPad and identified
the sounds. The smell group
blindfolded the students, had
them plug their noses, and then
they ate an apple and an onion.
This proved that you can’t taste

very well without smell. The taste
group had the students eat bitter,
sweet, salty, and sour foods. The
final group, touch, put items in a
bag and shut it. Then the students
had to feel the outside of the
bag and guess what they were
touching.
On the second day of helping
the kindergarteners, January
13, the Parenting class made ice
cream with them.

That’s deep! The kindergarteners were
able to play the depth-perception game.
They tried to line up two pegs, from 25
feet away using yarn on the board.

Forensic
files
The forensics team of 2011-12 includes: (back row) Coach HagenSalm, Sidnie Wilder, Kylie Richter, Melissa Papantonatos, Zach Fisher, Cody Pumala, Gordon Pung, Zach Langman; (middle row) Josie
Hoffman, Samantha Czekalski, Katy Leshko, Sarah Joosten, Alivia
Fredrickson, Erica Thomsen; (front row) Jessica Soto, Alexa Pacholke,
Gracie Davis, Allison Rucinski, Sydni Olson, Nicole Kreier; (not pictured) Beth Daigle, Rachel Bartsch, Courtney Bier, Leslie Lyon.
Upcoming meets:
March 12 Eau Claire Memorial
February 11 Baldwin-Woodville
April 20 & 21 UW-Madison
February 16 Rice Lake High School
February 18 Menomonie High School

Brantley Thomas Knickerbocker.
Middle school guidance counselor and
school psychologist, Mrs. Courtney Knickerbocker and her husband are the proud
parents of a new son. He weighed 8 lbs.
6 oz. and was 20.5 inches long.

Justin Harriman. In order to become
an Eagle Scout, Justin has to do a service project. Recently Justin’s plan for a
Freedom Gallery for the high school was
approved by the school board.

Kelsi Watters. Members of the National
Honor Society are required to do a service
project. Kelsi is gathering supplies for
Benjamin’s House, the homeless shelter in
Rice Lake. They are in need of household
cleaners, garbage bags, paper products,
and first-aid kit supplies.

Switching things up in history
by Taylor Dibble
The Cameron High School is
switching things up in history
classes. The Social Studies
Department recommended
the switch a while ago, but the
teachers decided to wait until
the senior class went through
because they were such a large
class. The teachers looked at the
WKCE test questions and saw
that most of the social studies
questions were focused on early
U.S. history. The freshmen class
this year is the first class to take
Mrs. Pica’s early U.S. History
class. Mr. Sauve will now
have juniors. World History
is a tough class in itself, so it is
thought to be better for juniors.
The switch will better align
classes with the state WKCE
test, which will hopefully result
in better scores.
Mr. Sauve will be teaching
a new history class in two
years. He said, “I am looking
at focusing more on a topical
class--oil, terrorism, genocide
for example. Also, I want to

Elementary News
Kindergarten
registration

Mixing it up! Some of Mrs. Pica’s freshmen U.S. History students work hard during
seventh hour. Freshmen are now taking Mrs. Pica’s history class first so they are better
prepared for the state test.

look at current events that are
happening in the world and
trace them back in history to see
how they originated.”
Mrs. Pica and Mr. Sauve both
stated they were waiting for
the Common Core Standards to
come out in the spring to decide
on a class for sure. “I think the
students will benefit from the
switch. I see Cultural History
as a tough class for freshmen to

Doggy-dog day
Students in English I
recently read The Call
of the Wild and Mrs.
Linda Rowe brought
in her sled dogs and
equipment for students
to visualize dog
sledding as featured
in the novel. The
students loved the
dogs. Hopefully this
will encourage them
to make connections
between the novel and
real sled dogs.

be thrown into, so the switch
will help them, not only with
the state testing, but also with
their high school career,” Mrs.
Pica said.
Mr. Sauve also has high
hopes for the switch. “I think
students will profit from the
switch,” he said. “I hope it will
help students make more of a
connection to history and apply
it to everyday life.”

Kindergarten registration for
the School District of Cameron
will be held on March 23, 2012,
from 8:00 a.m. to approximately
3:00 p.m.
Wisconsin law
states that a
child who is
five years old
by September
1 may attend
kindergarten. Please call 715458-4560, Ext. 5600 to schedule
a time to attend kindergarten
registration and receive your
“Kindergarten Packet”. Please
note, this registration time
is for parents to attend, not
incoming kindergarteners.

Track & Field Day

Cameron Elementary has
tentatively set May 25 as its
Track and Field Day. Track
events will take place on the
elementary school football
field. Events will begin for
grades 1-4 on the football field
at 12:15 p.m. and will end with
the relays. Kindergarteners
will participate in the 50-yard
dash at the start of Track and
Field. Track and Field is a great
tradition at our school, and we
know that students, parents,
other family members, friends,
and staff members look forward
to it each year.

is the community partner for the
4-year-old kindergarten program.
Children who will be four by
September 1, 2012, are eligible to
attend. Please call 715-458-4560,
Ext. 5600 as soon as possible to
arrange to receive registration
papers.
Registration Night
Cameron Elementary School
All Aboard Preschool Room
Thursday, February 15, 2012
4:00-5:30 p.m.
Parents will have an opportunity
to register for
4-year-old
kindergarten
programs and
will need to
bring their child’s birth certificate
and immunization record. Head
Start applicants will also need to
bring income verification.

Child Find

Cameron Elementary will hold a
Child Find Day on Friday, March

30, from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. at the
elementary school.
The purpose of Child Find is
to screen children, ages 2 ½ -3 ½,
who may have a delay in speech,
motor skills, behavior, or general
development.
Families can contact the elementary school at 715-458-4560, Ext.
5600 to schedule an appointment.
There is no cost for the screening.
Parents will be asked to complete
a questionnaire regarding their
child and return it to the elementary school prior to March 30. The
screening will also include vision
and hearing screening.
Various community/county
agencies will provide information about resources available for
families.

Spring fling

Spring fling will be held
April 27 at 1:30 p.m. in the CES
gym. Students from K-4 will be
presenting music. Enjoy!

4-K registration

Cameron Elementary
School has begun compiling
a list of potential 4-year-old
kindergarten students for the
2012-2013 school year. Sites
for the program include the
Cameron Elementary School,
Dallas Head Start, and Rice
Lake Head Start. Head Start

The Gingerbread Man. During their unit on The Gingerbread Man, the 1st graders decorated
cookies with the high school FBLA members.

Cameron Elementary students visit the stars
On January 3, Cameron 2nd,
3rd, and 4th graders visited the
stars via the Mobile Planetarium set up in the elementary
school gym. The planetarium
is inflated by a constantly running fan and is large enough to
accommodate one classroom at
a time. Within the structure, a
computer projects the night sky
onto the ceiling of the planetarium. This year the planetarium
was operated by CESA representative, Chuck Holicky. Stu-

Out of this world! Mr. Chuck Holicky
helps a student out of the mobile planetarium that visited our elementary school in
early January.

dents were delighted with the
stars, planets, and wizardry of
this technology.
Because the Cameron School
District is a member of the
consortium of CESA #11, our
district has been able to have
the planetarium each year
since at least 1990. Since 2000,
the MS and ES have taken
turns having the planetarium.
Mr. Moon and Mrs. Olson
coordinate this activity. It was
a great day!

Teddy who?
by Austin Bayer
Mrs. Winter, a Cameron first
grade teacher, likes to make
learning fun to help students
enjoy school. Mrs. Winter gives
the students tally marks for
every day they stay quiet and
for every compliment they
receive. If the students receive
50 tallies, they earn a reward.
The students accomplished
this last week and they were
allowed to bring in teddy bears.
They did many activities with
their teddy bears. The students
measured and graphed the

Ready, set, learn! The “Adjective Bear”
which was created by the students, describes the bear’s qualities.

bears, read stories to them, and
guessed how many gummy
bears were in a jar. They also
researched where teddy bears
came from and how they are
like real bears. The last thing
that Mrs. Winter had them
do was learn adjectives about
their teddy bears. Mrs. Winter
created the “Adjective Bear,” a
cut out of a teddy bear that the
students had written adjectives
all over to describe the bear’s
looks. When asked about whom
teddy bears were named after,
first grader Daniel Eichman
raised his hand and said,
“Theodore Roosevelt!”
The students were only
allowed to have teddy bears at
school for two days. After the
first day they had to leave their
teddy bears in the classroom.
When the students returned
the next day, their teddy bears
were doing many different
things. When asked what they
were doing, the group yelled,
“The teddy bears were playing
games, reading, or sleeping!”
The students then wrote in

Where are you? The students were hiding behind their furry friends.

their journals about what they
thought might have happened
in the classroom during the
night. On the last day, the
students were allowed to eat
bear type snacks.
By doing all of these things,
the children learned many
math, history, science, and
English skills. By allowing them
to have something comforting
them, they could have fun and
learn at the same time.
Mrs. Winter, a teacher who
likes to make learning fun for
all of her students, does her best
to help the first graders. The
students are currently at about
15 tallies and if they reach 50
again they get to have smelly
sock day!

Getting ready for life...
by Caley Jean Pribble
of the options provided. For
example, when students went
to the housing booth, they had
options of renting or owning an
apartment or house.
There were many members
of the community to help
students with their choices,
such as representatives from
Balance and checks. Volunteer members
Brion’s Grocery Store, Link
from the Community Bank of Cameron,
Ford, Mosaic, Gliks, and more.
U.S. Bank, and Westconsin Credit Union
Business education teacher,
check over the students’ checkbooks.
Mrs. Hopkins, organized the
The Reality Store is a
event.
simulation of life outside of
Reality Store for each class
high school which demonstrates
lasts
about an hour to an hour
experiences adults go through.
and a half. The students need
Students choose what careers
to go to each booth, and by
they want, their marital status,
and if they will have children or the end of the simulation, they
need to have something left in
not.
Going through the simulation, their checking accounts. Then
they can either upgrade and
students went to booths that
demonstrated what they would get more things or put money
into their saving accounts.
have to go through in real life.
Volunteers from Community
They were able to choose one

Bank of Cameron, U.S. Bank,
and Westconsin Credit Union
helped students check their
checkbooks to make sure they
balanced it right and to help a
student if they made a mistake.
Reality Store is a great way to
help students get prepared for
their future.
Students realize the expenses
that many adults undergo
through life and the bumps
along the way.

Rocking the Reality Store! Jacob Gilles
and Miranda Argetsinger went through
the simulation and had a blast!

Musical student teachers
by Zach St. Aubin

The band room will be brightened up with a new face, Mr.
Tyler Adams, a student from
the University of WisconsinEau Claire. Mr. Adams will be
student teaching and learning from Mr. Joosten for a few
months as he plans to further
his education as a music educator.
Mr. Adams is not only taking
classes to become a music educator, but is also participating
in the UW-Eau Claire band as a
flute player. Having a student
teacher who is part of the UWEau Claire band makes Mr.
Joosten very excited. “The Eau
Claire band is one of the best

in the area! Having him here
will better the Cameron Highlander Band and give our students more one-on-one learning
time with a teacher,” said Mr.
Joosten with much enthusiasm.
Mr. Tyler Adams is not the
only new face in the music
rooms at Cameron High School.
The choir room also has a new
face. Joining Mrs. Joosten as a
student teacher is Luke Larkin.
Mr. Luke Larkin, also a student
at UW-Eau Claire, is preparing
himself as a music educator by
learning from Mrs. Joosten. Mr.
Larkin performs in the UW-Eau
Claire choir and performs using
his vocal/piano skills. It is Mr.

Larkin’s fifth year attending
UW-Eau Claire. He said it has
always been his dream to educate students to further learn
the wonders of music. Welcome
to Cameron High School, Mr.
Adams and Mr. Larkin!

New teacher learners. Mr. Adams will
be following Mr. Joosten’s lead this semester as a band educator and Mr. Larkin, a
vocalist/piano player at UW-Eau Claire,
will learn from Mrs. Joosten.

Peaceful pen pals

K9 visits the third grade students
by Taylor Dibble

by Theresa Papantonatos

Did I win? Tori Gerber and Jenny Kamrath are playing bingo with their new
found friend, Penpal Peggy.

The Cameron Middle School
students of Mrs. Lavallie’s fifth
grade class are paired up with
pen pals from Heritage Manor,
a nursing home in Rice Lake.
All students write their pal a
letter about once a month. So
far, they have written to their
pen pals three times. Students
write about school, holidays,
and anything new in their lives.
They went to the Manor on
October 28 for a visit. While

they were at the nursing home,
they got to meet their pals.
They also ate cupcakes, played
games, and got to know more
about their friends. The residents at Heritage Manor were
very happy to see them. They
just love reading about and listening to what is going on in the
kids’ lives.
The pen pals were happy to
see who they have been writing to and there were many
interesting conversations. Some
students had sent pictures of
snowmen and activities happening around the school, so
that started some conversations.
One boy student talked about
baseball with his new friend.
The students are going again to
Heritage Manor around Valentine’s Day to hang out with
their friends.
Mrs. LaVallie thinks that since
some kids have grandparents

who live far away, writing to
pen pals lets them connect with
another grandparent figure. All
the kids seem to enjoy the pen
pals. It improves their writing
skills and their communication
skills, and lets them make new
friends.
The fifth graders are lucky
enough to be able to see their
pen pals two more times, so
ask them about their newfound
friends.

B-I-N-G-O! This fine group of kids are
playing a close game of bingo at Heritage
Manor. The winner’s prize was Oreos.
Everyone enjoyed the visit.

Book swap and book sharing
The Cameron Middle School
Library Media Center will hold
the 12th annual Book Swap during the week of April 10-13, celebrating National Library Week.
Community members willing to
donate suitable reading material
for students of middle school
age are asked to drop off their
donation at the MS office or
LMC before April 5. Please label
your donation “MS Book Swap.”
Tuesday, April 10, Book Swap
Week will start off with a visit
from author, Katie McKy. She
is author of Wolf Camp, Pumpkin
Town, It All Began with a Bean,
and Tough Kids, Tough Classrooms.

Meanwhile, in the high school,
the Twilight craze continued this
school year with the November
release of Breaking Dawn: Part I,
the motion picture by Stephenie
Meyer. Based on a poll posted
on the HS LMC webpage, 67%
of those that voted planned on
seeing the movie at the theatre
and 33% were not interested in
seeing it.
Our Library Media Specialist, Mrs. Longmire, held a trivia
contest the week of the film’s
release, Nov. 14. A daily question based on the first half of the
novel was posted in the LMC
and read over the PA system.
Daily winners were Ashley

Winiarczyk, Jurnee Uetz, Callie
Huseth, Abby Faulhaber, and
Kelsi Watters.
The following Tuesday, Mrs.
Longmire hosted a book/movie
discussion for students and staff.
Though a small showing, everyone enjoyed the chance to talk
about their reaction to the film
compared to the book and to eat
a piece of cake. At the discussion, a name was drawn from
all the trivia question entries
and from those that attended the
discussion for a grand prize of a
gift card.
The winners of the $10 gift
cards were Cody Pumala and
Jurnee Uetz. Congratulations!

The third grade elementary
students read Aero and Officer
Mike earlier this year. The
story is about an officer and his
K9. On January 13, a former
Cameron student, Officer
Jason Hickok, a Barron County
Sheriff’s Deputy, came to
Cameron with his K9 partner,
Dixie, a four and a half year
old Belgian Malinois. Dixie
was born and raised in the
Czech Republic before being
sent to the Menomonie Police
Department. She was then
sent to the Barron County
Sheriff’s Department where she
began her training with Officer
Hickok.
K9 training takes four months
initially, with a minimum of 16
hours of training each month
thereafter.
Belgian Malinois love to bite!
Dixie is trained to bite the right
arm of a suspect, if given the
command. If the arm is not
available, she will bite whatever
she can get. Officer Hickok
explained that there has to be
a serious felony for the dog to
be allowed to bite a suspect.
Fortunately, Dixie has never
had to bite anyone yet.
Belgian Malinois start their
training about six weeks after
they are born. Dixie is trained
to do many things. She can
track missing people, drugs,
and “bad” guys; this is difficult
to do, but Dixie loves doing it.
She wears a tracking harness;
Hickok attaches a leash to the
back of the harness and gives
the dog a command. Her nose
immediately goes up in the
air, trying to catch an air scent.
Dixie is a dual purpose K9,
the only dual purpose female

Good dog! Dixie and her master, Officer
Jason Hickok.

in the entire region 18 (half of
Wisconsin, most of Minnesota
and some of North Dakota).
Dixie is certified to find four
types of drugs. She can find
marijuana, meth, cocaine, and
heroin. Hickok explained the
two most common drugs they
usually find around Barron
County are marijuana and
meth. Dixie and Officer Hickok
can be called to track or do a
search at anytime.
Dixie does not respond to
anyone else other than Officer
Hickok, unless it’s another K9
officer. Hickok had to apply
to get Dixie and go through

four months of training with
her. During training, he is also
working, giving commands
and sometimes carrying Dixie
over things she cannot jump
over herself. Hickok was in
law enforcement for eight years
before he received Dixie; he said
he knew it was something he
wanted to do. He laughed when
asked if he spent a lot of time
with Dixie, saying he spends
more time with her than his
family.
Dixie lives in a kennel in
Hickok’s garage. She is very
good with his three children and
other people. She is, however,
very protective of her master,
watching his every move as he
speaks to the third graders. After
he was done speaking, he opened
up the room to questions. One
student asked if Dixie could
climb, and the officer explained
that during training the K9s have
to climb ladders, which they
hate. Hickok explained that the
dogs can do basically anything
a human can do. Thank you,
Officer Hickok and Dixie!

Pick me! Third graders have many different questions for Officer Hickok during his
presentation with his K9 partner, Dixie.

Art is in the heart

Middle School News

by Katy Leshko

Every senior in the Cameron
National Honor Society chapter
is required to organize a
service project that benefits the
community. For my project, I
wanted to do something unique
that not only affected those in
the local area, but also those
around the country. I decided
that I wanted to make cards
for sick kids in hospitals while
involving Cameron’s youth.
St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital was the first hospital
that came to my mind because
it’s my ultimate goal to work
there as a nurse practitioner
and treat kids with cancer.
I wanted to involve the
elementary students, so my
first step was to contact Mrs.
Patricia Schroeder, the Cameron
Elementary School principal,
about my idea. She stated,
“Our theme at the elementary
[school] this year is respect of
ourselves, community, country,
parents, others, etc. I believe
that it is important to do good
for others because it is the
right thing to do.” We decided

Christie Mountain
ski trip

Picture perfect. A fourth grade class proudly shows off their artwork.

that the kids could make cards
before Christmas break so that
they could be distributed to
the cancer patients before the
holidays.
Mrs. Sara Allen, the CES art
teacher, and Mrs. Schroeder
said that my project could
be incorporated as an extra
activity during the students’ art
periods. In order to introduce
the elementary students to the
card-making project, I created a
binder that provided guidelines
and card theme ideas. I also
wrote a mini lesson describing
cancer and the St. Jude
Children’s Research Hospital.

Book Fair success
The Cameron Middle School
LMC staff, Mrs. Longmire, Mrs.
Voelker, and Mrs. Olson, hosted
the 9th annual Scholastic Book
Fair. This event took place during Parent/Teacher Conferences
in November. Students, parents,
and community members were
invited to select from many materials. The main motivation for
hosting the Fall Scholastic Book
Fair is providing access to a variety of new reading materials for
students. The added benefit is
that it is also a built-in fundraiser. The school receives a per-

centage of all purchases back in
the form of Scholastic money
which is used to purchase
books for the Cameron Book
Swap. Our students and local
businesses were very generous
and assisted in raising $637 for
the One for Books Program.
Local businesses who donated
include: Barron Electric, Bob
& Steve's BP Amoco, Bush &
Gilles furniture, Brion's Grocery, the Cameron Civic Club,
Cameron Dental Clinic, Chronotype Publishing Co, Community Bank of Cameron, Com-

Mrs. Allen said, “It even
helped me understand how
cells are affected and how
treatment works.” The art
teacher took my information
a step further by creating a
multimedia presentation and
making the project a whole
lesson for all of the students.
The St. Jude service project
benefits cancer patients and
Cameron’s youth. The art
project gave kids a sense of
accomplishment and raised
childhood cancer awareness
in the community. I believe
the St. Jude project was
successful!

munity Sanitation, Forehand's
Crossroads Café, Hardees,
K&K Cook, Lake 7, Mix-Crete,
Mosaic Telecom, Lakeland Coop, Stone Oven Pizzeria, Taco
John’s, and Walmart.
Kids in Distressed Situations,
National Center for Family
Literacy, and Toys for Tots will
receive part of the raised funds.
Sales topped our goal of
$2,000, which will grant the
LMC $1,200 for purchasing
books for students.
Thank you to everyone who
helped!

Students in grades 5-8 will
be enjoying the slopes at
Christie Mountain on Friday,
February 17. This field trip is
a reward for their good behavior this year. The Civic Club
and Student Council will help
fund the trip. Middle school
personnel will chaperone this
all-day event.

and 8th grade teacher teams
scheduling these 15 minute
conferences. All teachers will
be available in their classroom
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. for any
parents who were not specifically scheduled.
Please contact Mr. Spanel at
715-458-4560 with questions.

Upcoming parent/
teacher conferences
Monday, March 5, 2012
4:30-7:30 p.m.
Some changes have been
made to our spring parent/
teacher conferences at the
middle school. We will be
scheduling conferences for
specific parents and students
from 4:30-6:30 p.m.
We will have 5th, 6th, 7th

Lions awards. Middle schoolers who won the Peace Poster
project were Micaela Murphy
(1st place); teacher Sara Allen; Kayla Gerber (2nd place);
Madison Otto (3rd place);
Desirae Larson, Maddie Moen,
and Kiara Hestad (all honorable
mention).

Summer school

Summer School will be held
for students in grade 5-8 from
June 4-15. More information
will be sent home with students in April.

Thank you, Ms. Fall

Ms. Denise Fall has been
a student teacher in Mr.
Borstad’s sixth grade classroom during second quarter.
She is from Clear Lake and
enjoys sports, family, reading,
the Packers, and the Twins.
She hopes to get a teaching
job in an elementary school
near her hometown.

Smarty bees
by Tiera Czyscon
Cameron Middle School
has been buzzing with bees
recently, not real bees, but the
Geography Bee and Spelling
Bee. Students compete within
their own classroom, and the
winners move on to the finals.
In the end, there is one winner.
On December 14, ten finalists
competed for the Geography
Bee title: Haley Bossany,
Raymond Chavez, Sam
Metropulos, Sam Linton, Zach
Garner, Daynen Paddock, Josh
Koenecke, Brent Carlson, Collen
Davis, and Dustin Mikolon.
After a long list, 6th grader
Haily Bossney won! In 2nd
place was 5th grader Raymond

Chavez, and in 3rd place 8th
grader Sam Metropulos.
On January 12, 2012, 13
contestants competed in
the Spelling Bee. Paighton
Gardner, Carli Wanink, Rachel
Gillett, Jared Taylor, Remington
Davison, Noah Bigner, Emily
Jones-Palmer, Sam Metropulos,
Brett Kurtzhals, Emily Jaeger,

Geography geniuses. Sixth grader
Haley Bossany and fifth grader Raymond
Chavez were the first place and second
place students in the Geography Bee.

W-I-N-N-E-R-S. Eighth graders
Sam Metropulos and Brett Kurtzhals spelled their way to success in
the Spelling Bee.

Kordell Lopau, Sydni Frolik,
and Alexxis Seymour went
head-to-head on the stage.
Members of the NHS read
the words and definitions to
the students. Finally there
was a winner: eighth grader
Sam Metropulos. In second
place was Brett Kurtzhals.
Congratulations!

