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Tornado awareness
by Katy Leshko

On April 19, 2012, a statewide
tornado drill was planned.
Brian Satula, the Administrator
of Wisconsin Emergency
Management, states, “The drill
was an ideal opportunity for
school administrators, safety
officers, faculty, and students to
go over and practice their safety
procedures for severe weather
to ensure that staff and students
are prepared.”
The State of Wisconsin
Department of Military
Affairs Division of Emergency
Management advises everyone
to make an emergency supply
kit that contains the basics
of survival and to create a
family emergency plan in
case of severe weather. Also,
know the terms associated
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Cameron makes a healthy change
by Austin Bayer

Label

April 16-20, 2012 was
designated as Wisconsin’s
Tornado and Severe Weather
Awareness week. Wisconsin
has been known to have
potentially dangerous
weather, ranging from
blizzards in January to strong
thunderstorms in the middle
of summer. Our state averages
about 23 tornadoes a year,
but we’ve had as many as 62
the past few years. In fact, 18
tornadoes hit Barron County
last year, and southeast
Wisconsin has already
experienced rare twisters in
January of 2012. The tornado
peak season is between April
and August, but twisters are
known to occur at any time of
the year.

Comet Connection

with tornadoes. A “tornado
watch” means that tornadoes
are possible. Remain alert for
approaching storms; watch the
sky and stay tuned to a radio
or television for information.
A “tornado warning” means
that a tornado has been sighted
or indicated by weather radar.
Take shelter immediately. Be
prepared for tornadoes and
severe weather, especially
around this time of the year.

Change . . . sometimes it’s
scary; sometimes it’s necessary,
and sometimes it’s just plain
good. Wellness, in fact, was
the goal of the recent change
in the Cameron District
lunch program. Students
are now offered fresh fruits
and vegetables, more whole
grains, new entrees, and two
alternative lunches.
“The changes in the nutrition
standards are the first major
alterations to the school
breakfast and lunch programs
in the last 15 years,” explained
Cameron’s Food Service
Director, Lisa French.
Other changes included the
requirement to incorporate
more legumes, to require half
of the grains to be whole-grain
rich, and for dinner rolls, hot
dog and hamburger buns to
be more than 50 percent whole
grain.
One of Wisconsin’s all-time
favorites has also topped the
list of changes. The cafeteria
staff can no longer serve twopercent or whole milk, and any
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them.
In an effort to get the kids’
views on these healthy changes,
students at all grade levels were
surveyed to determine which
entrees, fruits, and vegetables
were their personal favorites.
The respondants were then
polled for new suggestions that
could be added to the menu.
The charts below reflect the
results of that survey. The
top four entrees are pizza,
nachos, mini corn
dogs, and chicken
alfredo. The top
vegetables are
carrots, corn,
and pickles.
The favorite
fruits are kiwi,
apples, oranges,
and strawberries.
Coming in dead last for the
three categories are chili, fruit
salad, and peas.
Most importantly, the
poll results show students
understand the importance of
variety, choice, and their health-a nice change!

Favorite Vegetables

Favorite Entrees
25

Tornado drill. Seniors Molly Brion
and Jacob Borstad and sophomore
Jennique Peterson practice protecting their heads in case of a tornado.

flavored milk must be fat-free.
In addition, each student will
be served at least a 1/2 cup of
fruit or vegetables.
New menu items include
entrees, such as parlor pizza,
chicken alfredo, and chicken
with a baked potato. The
menu also added new fruits
and vegetables, such as kiwi,
grapes, strawberries, cherry
tomatoes, squash and corn on
the cob.
“We also do more cooking
from scratch now,” French
said, “than I believe was done
in the past.” French also
explained that in the
future she wanted
to give students
the opportunity to
do more sampling
and taste-testing
of possible new
entrees. When she
does these samplings, French
hopes to have a second hot
choice on the menu so that
students will not leave hungry
that day after throwing away
foods that were unfamiliar to
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“Unpacking” the box

Road trip!

by Taylor Dibble

by Zach St. Aubin

Common Core Standards roll into Cameron Curriculum
On June 2, 2010, Wisconsin
State Superintendent Tony
Evers formally adopted the
Common Core State Standards
(CCSS) for mathematics and
language arts, which includes
literacy standards in social studies, science, and the technical
subjects. These Common Core
State Standards define K-12
rigorous academic expectations
and align with college and work
expectations. Content and application benchmarks provide
academic consistency across the
states, reinforcing responsibility
that all teachers develop reading, writing, thinking, speaking, and listening skills. “This
means that instruction in every
classroom focuses on both the
content and the reading and
writing skills that students need
to demonstrate learning in the
discipline,” explained Evers.
Ms. Sharon Nelsen, the Director of Instruction, is at the
helm of the CCSS initiative for
the Cameron School District.
Mr. Brent Whittenberger, a
high school math and physics

Joostens plan New York trip

The duet. Mr. Joosten and Mrs. Joosten
watch the basketball game after playing
pep band and singing the Star Spangled
Banner prior to a game.

Raising the bar. Ms. Nelsen and Mr. Braun discuss the importance of integrating
Common Core Standards in the Cameron School District curriculum.

teacher, talks about the goal
for CCSS. “Every school in the
nation will be teaching the same
thing,” he explained. Mr. Whittenberger also talked about
the four CESA workshops the
math teachers have attended,
along with the three staff meetings where the teachers looked
over the national standards and
what changes middle school
teachers should be making as
a result. “Basically, the content

Hard workers! To learn more about CCSS, the middle school math teachers take a
break from teaching students.

of classes will be shifting to
lower grades,” Whittenberger
explained.
The goal for CSD teachers
is to get students to a level of
understanding and have classes
be more application based. The
math teachers at CSD have had
a lot of great discussion with
other school districts on how
to improve, bouncing ideas off
one another. “It has been a great
growth process for us,” Mr.
Whittenberger explained. “We
want students to not only solve
problems, but to actually understand them.”
“Wisconsin educators are the
best, “ stated Evers, “both in
their content knowledge and
commitment to high-quality
instruction. Combining helpful
resources with effective practices used by quality educators
leads to success.” And success
is exactly what the Common
Core Standards were designed
to deliver!

Three buses . . . seven days
. . . 1,164 miles . . . countless
activities . . . 150 students . . .
and enough chaperones to keep
track of everybody. A road
trip like that isn’t just planned
in a day! Most people, in fact,
would say even trying to pull
such a trip off is insanity. But,
enter the dynamic duo known
here at Cameron as the Joostens,
and the trip becomes a reality
with few glitches and a lot of
fun.
From June 9-16, the Cameron
band and choir will be traveling
to New York for an opportunity
of a lifetime thanks to two very
special individuals. Mr. Mike

Joosten, the band teacher, and
Mrs. Beth Joosten, the choir
teacher, are the two individuals taking on the challenge to
provide this wonderful opportunity for students . . . and it’s
not an easy task. It took at least
three years of advance planning
and intense fundraising for the
upcoming trip.
The Joostens have planned
several activities along the way
to New York, such as performing at Niagara Falls, touring
the Plymouth Plantation while
also doing a ghost-lantern tour,
whale watching, viewing Ellis
Island and the Statue of Liberty,
enjoying some Broadway shows
in New York, and the Cedar
Point Amusement Park in Ohio.
Not only is the trip packed
with fun, but it offers great
educational and cultural experiences. Students have the chance
to take different tours and learn
new things that they haven’t
experienced in their lifetime,
while also experiencing the
New York culture.

Brett St. Aubin, a freshman,
will be attending the New York
trip this summer. He said, “I am
very excited for the trip . . . going with friends and looking at
the great sights that New York
has to offer!”
The Joosten duo is known
for putting others before themselves. As Mrs. Paula Eaton
stated, “The Joostens put in an
enormous amount of work and
planning into the trip.” The student body appreciates what the
Joostens bring to the Cameron
School District--especially for
the opportunities they provide
them. The next time you see the
Joosten duo, take some time to
thank them!

Marching to New York. The Cameron
Highlander band and the CHS choir will
be performing at Niagara Falls.

High school students serve community

Donning the gloves. National Honor
Society members garden around the middle
school and high school.

Cameron High School students
helped save the Earth by doing
a number of community service
projects on Friday, April 27, 2012.
Both the music and FBLA highways were cleaned, the back woods

Garbage grabbers. Future Business
Leaders of America, band, and choir students pick up the trash that accumulates on
Highway 8 and Highway SS.

was trimmed up, the landscape
was “prettied,” and projects were
done at the elementary school. The
Spanish Club read books in Spanish
to elementary students. Addition-

Super slam. In lieu of cleaning, Bethany
Daigle and Theresa Papantonatos took 3rd
and 5th place at UW-BC’s Poetry Slam.

ally, the junior class was able to take
some time to decorate the commons
for their prom.
Yes, it is work, but it feels so good
to give back to our community! Way
to go, volunteers!

Spring into books!

Cameron Technology Initiative

A step towards the future

by Morgan Grover
Two weeks before Easter
break, middle school students
were given a task: bring in as
many books as they’d like to
swap with their schoolmates.
On Thursday, April 12, they
picked from the books their
classmates brought. Those who
brought extras were able to pick
up to three extras. As in previous years, a contest was held
to see who brought in the most
books. This year’s winners
were sixth graders Haley Bossany (who donated 115 books)

by Kayla Karshbaum

Creative champs. Dora Linton, Tori Gerber, and Derek Gifford proudly show off their
bookmarks.

Sharing is caring. Sixth graders Haley
Bossany and Alexis Potvin won Book
World gift certificates, candy bars, and
posters for donating so many books.

and Alexis Potvin (who contributed 101 books). The book
swap, which was organized
by Mrs. Melissa Longmire,
was intended to expose kids
to new authors and titles, as
well as just encourage reading.
Later, another competition was
held--to create the best bookmark for the theme “Spring

7th grade book club

into Books.” Tori Gerber was
the winner. Getting honorable mentions were Derek
Gifford and Dora Linton. The
winner was announced at
an assembly where children’s author Katie McKy
kicked off the reading week.
Hopefully, the Comets will
become lifelong readers!

The fabulous five. Evan Richards, Bailey Wallin, Dora Linton,
Emily Bourget, and Ciara Uetz
are members of the 7th grade
book club. Since February 1,
once a week, these students have
met with Mrs. Longmire during
their lunch hour to discuss books
and exchange recommendations.
Eragon by Christopher Paolini,
The Lost Hero by Rick Riordan,
Cirque du Freak by Darren
Shan, and The Hunger Games by
Suzanne Collins were among the
titles read. Twenty-seven books
have been read this school year!

During the 2012-13 school
year, the Cameron School
District plans to upgrade their
technology program. With the
Cameron Technology Initiative
(CTI), the District plans to
eliminate the need for computer
labs.
Instead, next year, high school
students and staff will receive
MacBook Airs. The middle
school students and staff will
share three carts of MacBooks.
This will give the students
a mobile computer lab. The
elementary students and staff
will be receiving something
similar to the middle school.
Instead of MacBooks, though,
they will have carts of iPads.
District staff recently
commented on how they think
this will affect instruction. The
staff members responded with
excitement. They believe that
the CTI will create unlimited
accessibility for projects and

Terrific technology. Cameron School
District’s technology department ramps up
their manpower by hiring CHS alum Peter
Metzger. Peter has played a big role in getting the district ready for our 1:1 plan.

Satchel savvy. Mr. Joe Leschisin is modeling the bags students will be required to
carry their new MacBook Airs in next year. Mr. Leschisin has done much of the legwork needed to carry out our new iWorld plan.

classroom activities. “I think
it will be convenient to bring
the lab to the classroom,” says
middle school teacher Mr. Troy
LaVallie.
Mrs. Kim Sanborn, the High
School Guidance Counselor,
mentioned that students will
be more up-to-date when it
comes to the school bulletin,
events, deadlines, activities,
etc. Another benefit mentioned
is teachers will be able to post
videos and/or class notes,
especially when students are
absent.
A current sophomore,
Jennique Peterson, is excited
but apprehensive. “I’m nervous
because I feel like I’ll break it,”
she expressed.
On April 19, the District
held an Open House to roll
out the Initiative. A number
of staff members were present

to demonstrate how the new
technology will be incorporated
into the classroom. Mandey
Grilley, Michelle Moore, Ryan
Eichman, Melissa Longmire,
Brent Whittenberger, Kim
Sanborn, Sharon Nelsen, Bob
Cizek, Tim Getchell, Peter
Metzger, Pat Schroeder, Tom
Spanel, and Joe Leschisin were
all on hand. WEAU news also
covered the event. (Check out
the story at www.weau.com/
education.)
The next step is staff training.
Students will be released at 1:00
on May 29, 30, and 31 to allow
teachers to receive professional
development on using the
MacBooks and iPads.
All in all, staff members and
students feel confident that
the CTI will enhance student
learning during the 2012-2013
school year.

Author Katie McKy visits Cameron
by Taylor Dibble
On Thursday night, March
15, 2012, an author from Eau
Claire, Katie McKy, read to 255
Cameron Elementary children
and their parents. McKy has
four published books and
twelve more waiting to be
published. Her most famous
books are Wolf Camp, Pumpkin
Town, and It All Began with a
Bean (“Katie McKy - Katie’s
Biography”).
Families arrived in their
favorite pajamas and snuggled
on the gym floor together while
listening to the story. They were
also allowed to bring something
cozy, such as a blanket, pillow,
or stuffed animal. Afterwards,
each student was given a bag
with a book inside. Families

by Theresa Papantonatos
Just running can help kids get fit in
as little as 15 minutes a day. . . and
that little bit of exercise also helps
improve overall health. This year at
Cameron Middle
School the 5th
and 6th grade
classes are doing
just this. A new
program called
Mighty Milers is
helping students
get fit and offering cool rewards
as incentives.
Mighty Milers is a national
organization out of New York. The
New York Road Runners set it up as
a program to help get kids healthy
and active.
The middle school 5th and 6th grade
gym teacher, Mr. Brett Ridout, set up
this program. After reading the website, he filled out an application and
took a phone interview to qualify
Cameron to compete in the program.
“Last year I had a program after
school to go to Green Bay and run at
Lambeau Field, and 80 kids signed

up,” said Mr. Ridout. By the end
he took 70 kids to Green Bay, and
they had a blast. CMS student
Alexis Potvin said, “The hardest
part is pushing
yourself to get
that last extra
mile.”
The Mighty
Milers is an
easy way for
kids to actually run and is
easily
incorporated
into the curriculum. Currently,
the program is set up for kids to
run laps during gym. (Students
that do not want to run are able
to walk.) Mr. Ridout records how
many miles the students have completed and enters them online.
After a certain number of miles,
the student will receive a prize
based on the total miles. The first
prize is a membership card to
Mighty Milers. After that, at so
many miles, they will get medals,
t-shirts, and other cool prizes.

“The hardest part is

pushing yourself to get

Amazing author! Eau Claire author, Katie McKy, reads to pajama-clad elementary
students and their parents.

were asked to bring a book
from home to give to children
who are currently not in school
since only Cameron Elementary
students were allowed to pick

a free book. After snuggling up
for the story, the students and
families went to the cafeteria
for a treat. The Elementary PTO
sponsored this event.

Celebrating Dr. Seuss
by Taylor Dibble
On Friday, March 2, members
of the community went to
Cameron Elementary School
to read Dr. Seuss books in
celebration of the author’s
birthday. A fourth grader from
Mrs. Brion’s class explained
how fun it was to listen to If I
Ran the Zoo by Dr. Seuss.
The famous author wrote 45
books and has sold over 200
million copies.
Mrs. Connie Olson, the
elementary and middle school
librarian, set up the celebration
by asking members of the
community to come in and read
to students to get the students
excited about Dr. Seuss. She
worked hard to make the day
happen. Community members
included Kathi Gilles, Kevin
Adams, Dawn Ayers, Dr.

Mighty Milers

that last extra mile.”
~Alexis Potvin

Another lap. Cameron Middle School
6th graders add one more lap to their
Mighty Miler program in gym.

Friday nights are set up for
parents as well as kids to increase their miles. Mr. Ridout
wants to set up a lunch path for
kids to walk/run for extra miles.
The Mighty Milers is a great
fitness program that has been
added to the physical education curriculum at Cameron.
”Overall, I think the majority of
the kids like it. They are always
asking me how many miles they
are at and what their next prize
is,” exclaimed Mr. Ridout.

Success in Life Fitness
by Brett Ridout

Oh, the places you’ll go! Mr. Braun reads to Mrs. Ness’s fourth grade class during
Dr. Seuss’s birthday on Friday, March 2. Students gathered around Mr. Braun after
giving him a drawing of the Cat in the Hat made by one of the students.

Bennett, Joe Leschisin, Ryan
Ebner, Dr. Cooley, Lois Miller,
Cory Martens, Chris Fitzgerald,
Dr. Wade, Pastor Reid, Michelle
Thompson, Chad Thompson,
Bob Rogers, Officer Strenke,
Lynda Rogers, and Randal
Braun. All took time out of their

busy schedules to read to
excited elementary students.
Thank you to all who
took time to read to
students to help instill a
love of reading in our little
Comets! We had a great
time!

Many individuals in the high
school Life Fitness class have
achieved some impressive goals this
year. The class helps students to
develop healthy habits through individualized, goal-directed, studentinitiated planning. Each week students created an exercise plan and
recorded their exercise in a journal.
Students could choose goals based
on their needs and wants. Their
goals could be directed towards
flexibility, strength, endurance,
cardiovascular, or body composi-

tion. In the strength category, Austin
Bayer improved his bench press from
285 pounds to 330 pounds, and Alan
Hensel increased his bench press
from 135 to 215. Seth Thompson
increased his pull up max from 12 to
25. Kylee Drew will complete a halfmarathon on May 6. Grant Gill will
complete a duathlon (run 3 miles,
bike 20 miles, run 3 miles) on May 5.
Josh Huiras and Kayla Karshbaum
increased their sit and reach by 4.25
Fit ‘n trim. Seth Thompson works
and 4.75 inches respectively. Each of hard during Life Fitness to increase the
these are tremendous achievements. number of pull ups he can do.

Priceless masterpieces

Track & Field Day

by Caley Jean Pribble
from Cameron that had their
March was Youth Art Month
pencils, and pastels. There was
artwork displayed. There was
when student’s artwork was
even a piece made from alumidisplayed for the community to art made of all different medinum cans to make up the Amerums, such as charcoal, scratch- ican flag. The youth art exhibit
see at WITC in Rice Lake. The
work was hard, but the outcome board, acrylic paint, colored
was up until March 19.
of a masterpiece? Priceless.
On March 3, Mrs. Sara Allen hosted the opening reception for an art exhibit at WITC
in Rice Lake. Students from
Cameron, Rice Lake, Barron,
Prairie Farm, and Cumberland
participated in showing their
creations. The reception started
on Saturday at 11 a.m. and went
to 1 p.m. There was cake and
punch for the students and their
families and friends to enjoy.
They also got to look at all the
wonderful and different pieces
of art from all over Barron
A stately affair. Mrs. Allen, 1st grader Kyle Nelson, 3rd grader Richard Murphy, and
2nd grader Amber Heath had artwork selected to be part of the Wisconsin Youth Art
County.
Month Display at the State Capitol in Madison.
There were many students

Cameron Elementary has
tentatively set May 25 as Track
and Field Day for the 20112012 school
year. Track
events will
take place on
the elementary school
football field.

Events will begin for grades
1-4 on the football field at
12:15 and will end with the
relays. Kindergarten will
participate in the 50 yard dash
at the start of Track and Field.
Track and Field is a great tradition at our school, and we
know that students, parents,
other family members, friends

Resting runners. These middle school runners remain physically active while participating in the Summer Rec Program.

ferent games to play. The older
group, which consists of fourth
through eighth graders, meet in
the afternoons from 12:30 p.m. to
3 p.m.

CES’s Vacation Education Program will run from June 4-15,
2012. Registration forms were
sent home with students. Contact the office if your student
would still like to sign up.

by Tiera Czyscon
wonderful this year, and it was
hard to pick just one winner.
The winner of the Museum
Award was Alexa Robinson
with her outstanding cranberries project. Her project will be
displayed at the Barron County
Historical Museum in the
schoolhouse exhibit until next
year’s contest. Congratulations,
Alexa!

by Zach St. Aubin
There are several themes
planned, such as “The Amazing
Race” (different kinds of racing games to be played); “All
Ball” (games that use a ball),
and “Summer Rec: The Musical”
(musical games).
Last year, the older group was
able to go to the Barron outdoor
pool or the Rice Lake Municipal
Indoor Pool every Wednesday.
Organizers are currently looking into budgeting several field
trips for both age groups. Mr.
Linsmeyer is looking forward to
rising numbers in the program
this summer and encouraging
kids to get off the couch and stay
active. We hope to have a great
turnout!

Vacation Education

Bringing back history

Summer Recreation
Having trouble keeping
your children entertained or
physically active through the
summer? CHS alum, Jesse
Linsmeyer, is the new Summer
Recreation Director and is in
charge of keeping Cameron students active during the summer
with the Summer Recreation
Program. This program will be
starting June 18 and running
through August 17 at Sportsman’s Park in Cameron.
The Summer Rec Program is
for kids who just finished kindergarten through eighth grade.
The kindergarten through third
graders come in the morning
from 9 a.m. -11:30 a.m. and will
have themed weeks with dif-

and staff members look forward
to it each year.

History in the making. The fourth graders that made honorable mention for the history
project lined up in the library after being judged.

Every year the fourth grade students participate in the Wisconsin Junior Historical Project. The
project consists of visual history,
written history, or a combination
of the two. Topics range from
lead mines to the Capitol building.
Mrs. Rebecca Ness has been the
fourth grade history teacher for
23 years and has been running
the project every year. The project gives the students a chance to
show their artistic abilities and
writing abilities.
Once the projects are all collected, it is time to judge them. Mrs.
Ness said all of the projects were

Fantastic cranberries! Alexa Robinson
won the Museum Award for the 2012
Junior Historical Project. Her project on
cranberries will be displayed in the schoolhouse exhibit at the Barron County Historical Museum.

Museum Award Winner
Alexa Robinson
Honorable Mention
Eliza Anderson
Ethan Brodt
Keegan Ferris
Mikayla Gillett
Tyler Hensel
Alexis Hraban
Brice Klabunde
McKenzie Kohel
Breanna Rundhaug
Brianna Saffert
Jenna Schwarz
Mikayla Schuebel
Kassi Simonson
Rachel Tomandl

A new beginning
by Tiera Czyscon
After this year, not only will
the technology in our school
be new, but there will also be
some new faces as well. The
School District of Cameron will
be losing seven valued staff
members. Mrs. Ellen Peterson,
Mrs. Charlotte Tubbs, and
Mrs. Connie Nesseth from the
elementary school; Mrs. Patty
Smith and Mr. Mike Correll
from the middle school; and
Mr. Tom Hart and Mrs. Carolyn
Topdahl from the high school
will all be retiring after the
2011-2012 school year.
Throughout the years, these
staff members have made
many memories. Mrs. Nesseth
has been the music teacher at
Cameron Elementary for 14
years. “One of my students
asked me if I had always loved
music. I answered yes and that
I wanted to be a music teacher
since I was very small. He then
said, ‘“Your wish came true.”’
She also said she’s going to
miss the beautiful voices of the
children singing together. It
will be a challenge replacing
Mrs. Nesseth, for she is an
outstanding music teacher.
Mr. Hart has been the woods
and technology education
teacher at Cameron High for
31 years. When asked about his
favorite memory, he replied,
“There have been so many
memories that it is hard to
remember any one that really
stood out. Mostly I like to think
about the students and staff
members I have been associated
with. These are probably the
best memories.” Not only will
he miss the students, but many
students will miss him. . . and
his sarcasm.
Mr. Correll has been teaching

students about the world for
29 years. Who can forget the
contest to name all of the fifty
states and their capitals? He
is the social studies teacher
for fifth graders at Cameron
Middle School. “My most
memorable day is the day that
I accidentally almost burned
the elementary school down!”
Despite this apparent mishap,
many students and adults will
miss Mr. Correll.
Mrs. Topdahl has been the
outstanding art teacher of
Cameron High for “twenty-five
fun-filled years!” as she likes to
say. It was difficult for her to
pick one specific memory that
is her favorite because to her,
“All moments are memorable
moments when you work with
teenagers!” Mrs. Topdahl’s
energetic personality and
outstanding art skills will be
greatly missed.
Mrs. Smith has been the

Faces in the news
Cameron Middle School music
teacher for 23 years. She has
many memories from her
career at Cameron, but one
in particular makes her laugh
every time she tells it. “One
particular Spring Fling years
ago at the elementary school,
my eye was swollen shut from
a root canal infection. I felt
fine, but looked hideous, so I
went to each classroom to warn
the students ahead of time,
and then avoided facing the
audience during the concert.”
Mrs. Smith also mentioned how
her final year teaching has been
outstanding. Many students
will miss her and her love for
music.
Mrs. Peterson has been
teaching at Cameron
Elementary School for 13
years as a first grade teacher.
Her favorite memory is not
a ‘moment’. Instead it is
“the everyday sparkle and

excitement of students when an
understanding or enjoyment of
what is being taught is expressed.
It is listening to the busy sounds of
kids engaged in productive learning
activities. It is the many moments
in a day and school year when the
class and building shares events and
emotions, feeling the community
togetherness, such as all-school
assemblies in the gym, Wednesdays
at Cameron Elementary when the
Pledge of Allegiance is said together,
led by students over the speaker
system; it is recalling things we have
shared, such as stories, characters,
lessons, and experiences.” Mrs.
Peterson is an amazing teacher and
works wonderfully with the first
graders. Her enthusiam towards
teaching will be greatly missed.
Mrs. Tubbs has been a playground
supervisor and kindergarten aide
for 33 years at Cameron Elementary
School. Her favorite memory is the
“newness” of every school year.
She loves the anticipation and

Last dance. The 2011-2012 school year was the last for seven staff members of Cameron School District. Thank you for all you have
done, and happy retirement! Top left: Mrs. Peterson, Mr. Hart, Mrs. Tubbs, and Mrs. Nesseth. Bottom row: Mrs. Topdahl, Mr. Correll, and Mrs. Smith.

excitement of all of the children
at the beginning of every year.
She will especially be missed on
the playground after she leaves.
After retiring, the staff
members plan to do other
things. Mr. Hart hopes to
expand his custom woodworking to the point where
it would be profitable. Mrs.
Nesseth wants to set up
a studio for private piano
lessons. Mrs. Topdahl plans to
kayak, fish, golf, travel, and,
of course, continue doing art.
Mrs. Smith does not have a
set plan yet, but will visit her
three adult children in Chicago,
Minneapolis, and Colorado.
As for Mr. Correll, he doesn’t
consider it retiring. He plans
to “rewire” and start doing
something new. Mrs. Peterson
will be leaving for a cruise to
Alaska very soon; she plans to
continue substitute teaching
and doing many activities she
enjoys to keep her occupied.
Mrs. Tubbs plans to volunteer
at the Cameron Food Pantry,
the Senior Center, and at the
Cameron Public Library. Not
only will they continue working
in their own way, but they will
now be able to spend time with
their families and doing things
that they enjoy.
Although these staff
members will be greatly
missed, their time here has
been unforgettable. They
shared laughs and memories
with the students and fellow
staff members. And most
importantly, they touched the
lives of hundreds of kids and
adults alike.
Good luck with retirement
and have fun! We will miss
you.

State champions. The 6th grade girls’
basketball team was the state champions
of the Great Northwest basketball league.
They went undefeated during the state
tournament. Congrats to these girls!

Awesome authors. Sidnie Wilder and
Bethany Daigle were recently recognized
for their writing ability. Bethany’s poem
“Up” was published in the Stars in Our
Heart’s Awakening anthology. Sidnie
earned an Honorable Mention in the
Barron County Restorative Justice essay
contest.

DNR turkey hunt. Sixth grader,
Ali Kringle, got her first turkey
while hunting during the Learn to
Hunt program in April. Mr. Ebner
and Mr. Ladd are mentors in this
program.

