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CSD hires 13 new staff members
by Jodi Sila

Postal Customer

Remember Veterans’ Day

Veterans’ Day programs
will be held in the Cameron Elementary gym on
November 9 at 8:45 a.m.
and the high school gym
at 9:45. The public is invited to attend these programs.

This year the Cameron School
District (CSD) has a record
number of new staff. Many of
these are veteran teachers.
Between the high school,
middle school, and elementary
school, CSD has hired thirteen
new individuals. Mr. Jarrid
Gohs (techology education)
and Mrs. Tamara Pacholke
(Spanish) are the two new

high school teachers. Ms. Beth
Delong (middle school music),
Mrs. Kasee Hickok (middle
school/ high school physical
education/health), Mrs. Angela
Leschisin (middle school/high
school art), Ms. Andrea Pearson
(middle school guidance), Ms.
Kristin Thompson (middle
school reading), and Ms. Nicole
Diesterhaft (fifth grade) join

the middle school. Ms. Ana
Amborn (elementary music), ,
Ms. Madeline Leidl-Rykal (first
grade), Ms. Julie Olson (second
grade) and Mrs. Rebecca
Malsom (kindergarten) are the
new elementary staff members.
Ms. Sara Towne is the new
Director of Special Education.
Stop in at conferences to
welcome them to Cameron!

Parent Teacher Conferences
Thursday, November 8
4:30 - 8:30 p.m.
(No school for students on
November 8.)
Tuesday, November 13
1:30 - 5:30 p.m.
Early release for students.
Elementary: Letters that indicate
the time of your conference were
sent home on October 30. If you
have any questions,
please call the elementary school
office at 715-458-4560.

Mrs. Pacholke, Mr. Gohs,
Mrs. Leschisin

Mrs. Malsom

Mrs. Pearson

Ms. Olson

Mr. Ridout (new to high
school) & Mrs. Hickok

Ms. Leidl-Rykal

Ms. Diesterhaft

Ms. Amborn

Ms. Thompson

Ms. Delong

Spring school board election
District residents interested in filing papers for candidacy in the spring school
board election should
contact Allen Breeden,
School Board President, or
Dr. Randal Braun, District
Administrator. Candidates
for the board need to complete a campaign registra-

tion statement and a declaration of candidacy form,
which is available at the
District Office to ensure that
the candidate’s name is on
the ballot in the spring election held on April 2, 2013.
The candidacy form must be
completed, notarized, and
given to the School Board

President or the Administrator by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, January 2, 2013. The
candidate receiving the most
votes in the spring election
will be seated on the Board
of Education for a three year
term. The terms of Caroline
Dostal and Roger Olson will
expire in April 2013.

Wisconsin’s inter-district
public school open enrollment program allows parents
to apply for their children to
attend school districts other
than the one in which they
live. Parents are responsible for transporting their
children to and from school,
unless the student receives
special education. If the
student’s IEP requires transportation, the nonresident

school district must provide
for transportation to the nonresident school. The open enrollment period for the 20132014 school year is February 4
– April 30, 2013. Parents must
apply no earlier than February 4, 2013, and no later than
4:00 p.m. on April 30, 2013.
The application is now web
based and the use of the online application over the internet is highly recommended.

The link to the online application form is https://www2.dpi.
state.wi.us/OpenEnrollApp.
Paper forms can be mailed to
those requesting them from
the District Office at (715) 4585602. For more information
on open enrollment please
access the state website by
clicking on http://dpi.wi.gov/
sms/psctoc.html , or go to the
District Website at www.cameron.k12.wi.us .

When it is necessary to
delay the start of, close,
or cancel school due
to inclement weather,
the district will use its
“AlertNow” communication
system. A pre-recorded
phone message will go
out to the primary contact

number for each family
with students in the district.
The message will include
details of the cancellation. In
addition, an announcement
will be made on local radio
stations WJMC, WAQE, and
WKFX. The district will also
attempt to contact WEAU-TV

and WQOW-TV, both out of
Eau Claire, and Minneapolis
TV stations WCCO (Ch.4),
KSTP (Ch. 5), KARE (Ch. 11),
and KMSP (Ch. 9). Please
be sure to discuss with
your child(ren) what your
alternate plan is in the event
that school is closed early.

Open enrollment

School closing information

Mrs. Allen creates art blog

Little

faces in the news

by Jennique Peterson
This year, K-6th grade art
teacher Mrs. Sara Allen is going
to great lengths to show how
proud she is of her students.
She has created both an art blog
and a Facebook page to keep
in touch with parents and to
share activities with other art
teachers.
Mrs. Allen uses the Facebook
lesson plan page to keep
parents informed of what
their students are working on
in art. To access this, go to: at
https://www.facebook.com/
MrsAllensArtRoom?ref=hl
The blog is a place where
parents and students can go to
learn more about each lesson.
“It shows examples of finished
projects and basic steps to
understanding the process to
create the project,” Mrs. Allen
said.
Originally the blog was

ABC’s. A second grader practices writing
her letters using water colors in Mrs. Sara
Allen’s art class. Visit the blog at
http://mrsallensartroom.blogspot.com/

designed to share ideas with
other art teachers, but parents
are enjoying the opportunity
to connect with their kids over
lessons. “It makes my job so
worth it when I hear a parent
say, ‘So I learned all about
Claude Monet yesterday on
the car ride home from school.’
Now that...brings a smile to my
face,” said Mrs. Allen.

Aria Ann Malsom. Kindergarten teacher,
Mrs. Rebecca Malsom and her husband,
Josh, are the proud parents of a brand new
baby girl. Aria was born on September 9,
weighing in at 3 pounds 9 ounces and was
17 inches long. She was 7 weeks early!

Jaxon Troy LaVallie. Middle school
teachers Mrs. Jennie LaVallie and Mr.
Troy LaVallie are the proud parents of a
brand new baby boy. Jaxon was born on
October 7, weighing in at 7 pounds 13
ounces and was 20 inches long.

FCCLA is collecting food for the Cameron Food Pantry. Please bring donations
to the high school. Boxes will be located in several classrooms as well as the office
and student services. Food items that are always needed are listed below.
-boxed pasta
-canned soup
-canned vegetables
-canned fruit

-canned/jar pasta sauce
-sugar
-flour
-cereal (hot and cold)

-boxed dinners
-peanut butter
-jelly/jam
Mastering the mast. Third graders at Cameron Elementary work on seascapes in art.
Community members can look at their work on the Cameron Elementary homepage

Callie Jo Haughian. High school science
teacher, Mr. Jon Haughian and his wife,
Kara, are the proud parents of a brand new
baby girl. Callie Jo was born on August 28,
weighing in at 7 pounds 7 ounces and was
20 1/2 inches long.

An ode to academics and sports

Cameron middle schoolers have their pep assembly

District Office moves to middle school
by Jodi Sila

By Jacob Gilles
On September 27, Cameron
Middle School had a pep
assembly to recognize their fall
athletes and honor scholars.
The assembly was held in the
middle school gym for all of
the kids to enjoy. The assembly
started off with the introduction
of all the students in fall
Cameron Middle School sports.
The football, volleyball, and
cross country teams were all
included in the introductions.
All of the students that made
honor roll were also recognized
during the event with the

handing out of the Cameron
Middle School Honor Roll
medals.
   Once the awards and
introductions were done, the
real fun began. The entire
gym was transformed into a
playground as the entire school
started playing individual
games of beanbag toss.                             
   The atmosphere was very
festive during the event. Fifth
grade student Katie Gilles said,
“The whole thing was pretty
fun. My favorite part was when
the 8th grade football players

ran up and down the gym and
everyone started doing the
wave!”
The pep assembly was a
great way to kick off the fall
sports season and gear up for
a successful academic year.
Future pep assemblies will be
held to honor both winter and
spring athletes and academic
award winners, capped off by
the year-end awards ceremony
which recognizes a variety
of students with a number of
awards. Congrats, busy middle
schoolers.

Working hard. Mrs. Donna Aubart, Administrative Assistant, creates a spreadsheet in
the District Office, which is now located in the middle school.

The District Office, which
plays an important role in the
everyday function of the school,
was recently moved from the
elementary school to the middle
school.
This office has one task of
budgeting 11 million dollars.
The new office became a

necessity for a number of
reasons. The population of the
elementary school has grown
rapidly, and they are running
out of space. They are using
areas that used to be conference
rooms or work areas as
classrooms for students.
The other reason for the move

was the recent restructuring
of the special education staff.
A number of professional staff
were relocated.
“Nothing was wrong with the
old office. My office is actually
smaller now,” said Dr. Randal
Braun, Superintendent. The
new space is useful, though.
The office now offers Dr. Braun,
Mrs. Linda Kiehl, Bookkeeper,
and Mrs. Donna Aubart,
Administrative Assistant, a file
and storage room. The location
is also convenient because it is
between the high school and
middle school.
Community members who
have questions about open
enrollment, property lines, or
other business from the District
Office will find Dr. Braun and
staff upstairs in the middle
school.

New school store opens in CHS commons
C-squad, standing by. The Cameron
cross country team celebrates being Conference champions.

Future Friday night stars. The Cameron Middle School football team was a force to be
reckoned with. They ended with a record of 4 - 2.

Girls of fall. The mighty Cameron Middle School volleyball team is ready and willing to take on anyone that challenged them to a
match! The middle school volleyball teams don’t stress winning or records; they focus on developing the skills it takes to be a great
volleyball team.

   Business Enterprise students,
FBLA members, and Mrs. Cheryl
Hopkins, the business education
teacher, have opened a school
store in the high school commons
called the Cameron Corner. The
store provides healthy snacks and
Cameron Comet merchandise for
parents, students, and the general
community.
   The new business stocks adult
sizes in numerous apparel items,
including dry-fit short and longsleeved t-shirts, sweatshirts,
and other t-shirts. They also sell
Cameron Comet “schtickers”
(covers) for Macbooks, lanyards,
and sunglasses.
   As far as food goes, the store
currently sells granola bars,

Hard at work. Business Enterprise student Alexander Birkholz keeps inventory of the merchandise in the school store while selling snacks during
8th hour study hall.

Cliff bars, and bottled water
and juices. In the future,
Mrs. Hopkins hopes to offer
smoothies and/or cappuccino.
   The Cameron Corner is
also open for students during
eighth hour and will be open

for some home events
during the basketball and
wrestling seasons before
Christmas. Be sure to keep
the Cameron Corner in
mind for your holiday
shopping needs!

Cameron students volunteer for FMSC
by Erica Thomsen
This year Feed My Starving
Children (FMSC) had 465
people--including sports teams,
school clubs, and Christian
groups--from area communities
volunteering to pack up food
at their Rice Lake High School
location. The Cameron football
team, FBLA, student council,
and NHS members were among
them.
Feed My Starving Children
is a non-profit Christian
organization that specializes in
preparing non-perishable food
for hungry children and adults
around the world.
According to the FMSC
website, the food is handpacked specifically for
malnourished children. These
meals are sent to nearly 70
countries around the world.

The great potato giveaway!

Potatoes given away to the public in the Cameron High parking lot
by Jacob Gilles

True crew. Cameron students from many groups gather at the Rice Lake High School
on September 22 to pack food for children around the world.

One bag of food can provide
a meal for six children. These
meals are called “Manna
Packs,” and consist of rice,
soy nuggets, vitamin and
mineral vegetarian flavorings,
and dehydrated vegetables.
Cameron volunteers helped
create these Manna Packs.

Hello hairnets. The Cameron squad assembles Manna Packs in the Rice Lake High
School.

The first night of packing
food was on Friday, September
21, 2012. The second day of
packing began at nine o’clock
on Saturday. Event organizers
started off the morning with
a video showing volunteers
why they gathered at the high
school that day. They assigned
everyone their positions, had
the volunteers put on hairnets
and gloves, and began to pack.
In just two days, 108,864 meals
were packed. There are FMSC
packing events daily nationwide.
Mrs. Sarah Pica, CHS history
and English teacher, is a
volunteer committee member
for the FMSC event in Rice
Lake. She said, “Being a part
of this project empowers me
to help others, and I feel a lot
of joy watching CHS students
participate because I can tell
they feel empowered, too!”
The area FMSC event raised
$24,923 from donations around
the community which will
go towards helping feed the
starving children around the
world.

Two Great Potato Giveaways
took place on August 31 and
October 5. Crowds flocked to the
Cameron High School parking
lot to take part in the distribution
of 44,000 pounds of Minnesotagrown, red potatoes. The events
were sponsored by Ruby’s Pantry
and the Living Waters Church of
Cameron.
Many members of the
community helped with the
distribution of these potatoes.
The purpose of the event was
not only to feed people with
great tasting potatoes, but also
to unify many members of the
community.
The potatoes were literally gone
in less than two hours each time.
Because the event took place
in the Cameron High School
parking lot, people driving down
SS could see it quite easily. Also,
a sign announcing the giveaway
was placed along the side of the
road to describe what exactly
what was going on.
“The many people who worked
enjoyed the opportunity to give
to the community, and those that
came were very appreciative to
receive the gift of food,” said Mrs.
Beth Joosten, one of the event
volunteers.

For free! The sign above announced a potato giveaway that was sponsored by Ruby’s
Pantry and Living Waters Church at the Cameron High School in August.

One potato, two potato, three potato. Three patrons help themselves to some delicious potatoes.

Cometwear is everywhere!

Support your school. Check out the FCCLA clothing fundraiser (flyer
students brought home), The Cameron Corner (school store in the high
school commons) and Brion’s Grocery (t-shirts, sweatshirts, caps, and
baby onesies).

Four teachers tackle National Board of
Professional Teaching Standards
By Joleen Edstrom

High standards. Mrs. Cheryl Hopkins, Mrs. Carla Kuffel, and Mrs. Valerie Pumala
are the high school and middle school candidates for NBPTS certification.

Mrs. Leah Wintrone (3rd
grade), Mrs. Valerie Pumala (7th
and 8th grade science), Mrs.
Carla Kuffel (high school math),
and Mrs. Cheryl Hopkins (high
school business education)—
have worked hard over the past
year to try to achieve National
Board of Professional Teaching
Standards (NBPTS) certification.
This is a 10 year teaching license
that is intended to encourage
excellence in teaching.
In order to even apply,
teachers must meet certain
requirements, such as having a
bachelor’s degree, completing
three full years of teaching
experience, and possessing a
valid state teaching license.
Then, the rigorous process of

certifying begins. The process
for this license consists of four
different, complex entries,
which vary depending on
the area of certification (such
as math, science, career and
technical education, general
education, or many others) and
a test containing six constructed
response exercises that assess
content and knowledge of the
individual’s chosen area. Two
of the entries consist of videotaping lessons and then doing
a lot of self-reflection and
analysis of what the teacher is
doing and how they incorporate
the 10 standards of effective
teaching. Writing these entries
is intense because the teachers
needed to ensure that all of the

necessary components for each
are covered. The entries focus
on assessments, group work,
and whole group discussions.
Each also had to document how
she works with students outside
the classroom and with the
community.
These four educators have
similar reasons for completing
the NBPTS certification. The
main reasons were to better
themselves and to challenge
themselves. Obtaining
this license will be a huge
accomplishment in their career.
The Cameron School District
currently offers a $3,000 pay
increase to any teacher who
receives this license. In the
future, these four may mentor
future candidates.
Mrs. Hopkins, Mrs. Kuffel,
Mrs. Pumala, and Mrs.Wintrone
will find out if they received
this license near Christmas.
Best of luck to four of our
ambitious and dedicated
teachers!

Tough teacher. Third grade teacher,
Mrs. Leah Wintrone, is also a candidate
for the NBPTS certification.

Board opposes frac sand near school
Lynsee Ann Schnacky
On August 27, 2012, the Cameron Board of Education took a
stance on the controversial issue
of frac sand mining. The resolution is as follows: “The Board of
Education for the School District of Cameron, representing
the residents and/or parents of
children attending the Cameron
Schools, oppose frac sand mining or sand processing being located within five miles of school
buildings.”
This past year there have been
a whirlwind of changes to Barron County due to the new way
of doing business with sand
and gravel pits in the area. Frac
sand has been found in Barron
County, as well as nearby counties. Huge multimillion dollar
companies are buying up a lot

of vacant fields and agriculturally-zoned land to mine this
precious sand to be used in the
process of bringing up natural
gas and oil.
The Board’s position has come
as a result of the request of one
of these sand companies to locate a plant within 1,500 feet of
the Cameron High School and
Middle School.
Other opponents of fracking
argue that silica dust causes
silicosis which is a lung disease that is deadly and usually
doesn’t show up for years. The
Board of Education considered
this information, along with
reports from other experts
when taking a stance on the
issue. Crispin Pierce, an associate professor of environmental

public health at the University
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, said,
“The sand particles . . . are too
small for the human eye to see
and can remain in the air for
weeks.” Also, the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
currently “has no standard on
what is a safe level” (Robert
Stetzer Chippewa Herald). The
Cameron School District considered these points when passing
its resolution.
Progress is certainly wanted
in the area, but school officials
feel that they, along with these
companies and landowners,
need to make sure that no harm
will come to students as a result
of frac sand mines. The August
27 resolution was intended to
do just that.

http://sevenriversintermodal.com/frac-sand-producers-suppliers/

Frac sand trucks.Trucks haul the sand that has been mined, demonstrating the magnitude of such an operation.

Campbell’s soup labels still needed
Cameron Elementary
School is asking parents to
keep sending labels. Only
product UPCs, beverage
caps, and Bonus Certificates
from eligible products are
eligible for redemption in the
Labels for Education 2012.
There is a collection box for

product UPCs next to the
elementary office door.
These savings enable our
school to buy much-needed equipment and supplies
for our
children.

Other labels collected

New lunch guidelines for 2012-13
by Jennique Peterson

Elementary PTO Officers elected
The Cameron Elementary PTO elected officers and they are:
Rachel Robinson - Chair		
Trisha Falstad - Treasurer
Lynne Kohel - Vice Chair		
Julie Emerson - Secretary

Need a gift? How about a book?

Building the perfect tray. Cameron High School students fill their trays according to
federal guidelines.

The Cameron Middle School
LMC staff will host a Scholastic
Book Fair on Thursday, November 8, from 4:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m., and November 13, from
1:30-5:30, to help raise funds for
the library. The book fair will
feature a wide range of books
for young teens and adults,
including but not limited to
mysteries, fantasies, adventure, sports, anime, cookbooks,
and the latest bestsellers, all
of which are great gift ideas.
Parents, students, teachers, and
the community are invited to
attend.
As in past years, we have multiple
ways
to
participate
in the
Cam-

Cameron School District
students have seen significant
changes to the lunch program
this year. Most notably,
students are required to take
more fruits and vegetables.
The biggest change from last
year was going from having a
local Food Service Director to
hiring the Taher Food Service
company.
This year there are additional
changes. Mrs. Lisa French,
Taher Food Service Director,
explained the sometimes
controversial new guidelines.
“Previously you just had to
have vegetables and fruit on
your tray, but this year you
must have a specific amount,”
said Mrs. French.
Each age group has different
guidelines. The groups are K-5,
6-8, and 9-12, and the meal
plans are based on a minimum
and maximum calorie limit
for each group. The Taher
program follows federal

Cameron Middle School Book Fair

eron MS Book Fair. One
method is called One for
Books. Donate $1 with your
name and phone number to
Cameron Middle School, Attn:
M. Longmire, 700 South First
Street, Cameron, WI 54822.
(Checks should be made out
to Cameron Middle School.)
For every dollar donated,
your name will be entered
into the book fair drawing for
prizes from local businesses.
All of the donations will be
used to purchase classroom
resources. Scholastic Book
Fairs will also match the One
for Books dollars we raise
with a donation to three
non-profit programs devoted
to improving reading skills
among children: Kids in Distressed Situations, National
Center for Family Literacy
and Toys for Tots.

Another way fair attendees
can help build classroom libraries is by purchasing items
through the Classroom Wish
List program. Teachers will
submit forms to the library
staff of items from the book
fair they wish for their classrooms. These wish forms will
be available for attendees to
view and make desired purchases for student use in the
classroom.
All book fair proceeds will
be used to purchase essential classroom resources and
support school projects at
Cameron Middle School, such
as funding the annual author
visit. Sponsorships are also
available. Area businesses interested in making a donation
are asked to contact the 7-12
library media teacher, Melissa
Longmire at 715-458-5912.

guidelines (which were passed
in the spring of 2012) that focus
on building a tray with a grain,
protein, and dairy. They also
require fruits and vegetables to
make up half of a student’s tray.
Many students are frustrated
with the new program because
they can’t pay for their meal
until they have everything that
is required. They are sometimes

Making a change. Food Service Director
Lisa French tackles new guidelines head
on while providing healthy meals.

asked to return to the line for
more food or for the correct
food. “We want people to know
that if the school doesn’t follow
the rules closely, our school
could lose federal funding--that
we can’t afford to lose. Without
this funding, lunches would
cost three to four dollars . . . or
more,” said Mrs. French.
More changes are expected
in the future. In the coming
years there are also plans at
the federal level to reduce the
sodium intake, as well as limit
the amount of condiments. For
instance, there will be packets
of salad dressing and ketchup,
so that students get a healthier
portion instead of pouring as
much as they want.
The main complaints are
that students either aren’t
eating what they are taking or
that they leave hungry. Some
students would like seconds
or to get a “double lunch.”
Technically having a double
lunch, even with a tray with
the correct number of fruits
and vegetables, doesn’t follow
the rules because students
are eating more than the
recommended number of
calories.
To address this, Mrs. French
hopes to have both the free
and reduced program and an
ala carte program. That way,
students could buy additional
items to help fill them up.
Some changes are not easy,
but Mrs. French is working
to meet the new federal
regulations and still keep the
students healthy and full.

