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Home of the

From princess to principal
by Melissa Odenbreit
Forty-four years is a very long time.
CES principal Mrs. Pat Schroeder has put
that many years and a lot effort into the
education field. She has enjoyed her job
and loves the kids.“One of my favorite
memories was when a little girl asked if I
was the princess because she couldn’t say
principal,” said Mrs. Schroeder.
When Mrs. Schroeder was in high
school, she became a teacher’s aide which
inspired her to want to go into the education field. She started her education career
with Head Start and was a teacher there
for 14 years, then worked as an Early
Childhood Special Education teacher for
two years in Cameron. She then was a
kindergarten teacher for seven years before
becoming the principal for Cameron Elementary School for the past 21 years.
Throughout the years that she has
worked in the Cameron Elementary
School, there have been a lot of changes.
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Dedicated educator. Principal Mrs. Schroeder
will retire this spring after 44 years in education.

All-day kindergarten replaced half days
and then a 4K program was added.
One of the biggest changes during Mrs.
Schroeder’s tenure was getting the brandnew elementary school. Everyone was
so excited. “Another big change was the
technology,” Mrs. Schroeder recalls. We
started to get more and better technology
as the years went on, and the students
were more tech savvy,” she countinued.
Additionally, Mrs. Schroeder remembers
all the number of staff, curriculum, and
assessment changes.
After being a part of something this big
and spending the years she has in education, she has many plans ahead of her
after retirement. “I plan to spend more
time with family, work in my garden,
and I would like to travel,” she said.
District Administrator Joe Leschisin
said, “I truly would like to thank Mrs.
Schroeder for all of the years of dedication to our students and families. Her
unyielding care and compassion for our
youth is hard to match and has played a
key role in making Cameron Elementary
what it is today -- a place where students
feel safe and respected. She has always
been an advocate for her students, families, and staff and wanted the very best
for Cameron Elementary. All of these
efforts will help to ensure the future success of students and staff. I wish her the
very best in her retirement.”
Good luck and enjoy your retirement,
Mrs. Schroeder. You’re always a princess
in our books!

Our school . . . where staff, students excel and parents, community care.
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Welcome back, Mr. Martens
Welcome back to a friendly and
familiar face. Congratulations to Mr.
Cory Martens, who was hired as the
new Cameron Elementary School
principal. Mr. Martens will replace
Mrs. Schroeder, who will retire
after this school year. Mr. Martens
is excited for the new position and
CES is excited for his return.
Cory is married to Mrs. Stacy
Martens, Cameron 2nd grade
teacher, and they have a one-yearold son, Nolan.The family also has
two dogs, Silo and Dakota. He is
currently finishing six great years as
PK-12 principal at New Auburn.
During that time, he was a super
busy guy. He has also served as
the athletic director for four years
and baseball coach for five years.
Before he went to New Auburn, he
was our very own Physical Education
teacher at CES for seven years. He is
originally from Chippewa Falls, and
IF he has free time, enjoys being in
the outdoors. He received his Master
of Science in Education degree from
U.W.-Superior and his Bachelor

of Science degree in
Secondary Education is
from U.W.-River Falls.
Mr. Martens said that
he is looking forward to
many things about being
back in Cameron. He
said, “It is a great district
and very respected by
many in the area. It is a
place where my family
can grow and be a part of
the Cameron community
and Cameron school
community. I look
forward to working with
the staff and continue
Welcome! Mr. Cory Martens will replace Mrs. Pat Schroeder
moving students in
as the new Cameron Elementary Principal. Mr. Martens is a
a positive direction
familiar face to the District.
academically, socially,
and emotionally.” He
school district is a focal point in the
continued by saying, “I look forward community and I look forward to
to reintroducing myself to the
continuing that strong bond with
community. I want to continue
everyone involved.”
the excellent reputation Cameron
Welcome back, Mr. Martens. You
Elementary has and build upon
have big shoes to fill, and we are
its strengths. I will be accessible
looking forward to seeing you excel
to the community. I believe the
at your new position.

New stuff. The brand new elementary school will have a new leader in the fall. Mr. Cory Martens will take the reigns July 1.
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A different kind of street art
by Haley Bossany
“Art is the Queen of all sciences
communicating knowledge to all the
generations of the world.” For the
past 12 years, volunteers of the Rice

Like a Star. Sophia Griffin shows off her
masterpiece.

hung up along Main Street in Rice
Lake. These banners will be taken
Shoot for the Moon. Carly illustrates her
creativity and love for basketball in one paint- down on Labor Day and sold in an
auction as a fundraiser. The starting.
ing price for the banners are around
Lake Main Street Association have
done ArtScape on Main, which they $90 and about $215 for the original
call a “community building project.” artwork.
There were 6 students from the
People ages six to retirement, from
Cameron School District who paramature to professional, have come
ticipated.They are Cassidy Crotteau
together to share the beauty of art.
(12th grade), Maddie Moen (11th
On April 18, the banners of the
paintings by 28 different people were grade), Carly Lynch (8th grade), Sophia Griffin (7th grade), Erin Salm
(7th grade), and Olivia Leschisin
(4th grade).
Other participants include stu-

A Wisconsin Starry Night. Olivia Leschisin shows her love for art and her home state
Wisconsin.

Bayview Beauties. Erin Salm’s painting of
the cartoon fish expresses her freedom in art.

Peacocking. Cassidy Crotteau’s painting
expresses her uniqueness and creativity.

dents from other districts in the area,
adults from the area, and C.J. Connor, a professional artist that once
had her art in 90 galleries around the
nation.
In the words of the Rice Lake
Main St. Association, “From the
bridge to the boulevards, a rainbow
of colorful banners embellish downtown Rice Lake.”

Out of the Woods. Maddie Moen shows off
her natural artistic talent in her piece.
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Make a difference
Earth Day was just a couple weeks
ago and even though we didn’t officially have a CMS/CHS activity
day this year, it’s not too early to
think about next year when we will
be organizing Environmental Day

activities for one day in the spring.
A group of teachers are organizing a
day next spring for our students to
get out and be active in the community helping to clean and make a
difference! If you have any ideas for

Is there a veteran you would like to
honor/memorialize? Please consider
donating to the Veterans’ Plaza at
the Cameron High School athletic
complex! There are several ways to

honor your veteran. Some ideas include memorial pavers, flags, granite
benches, and planters. Please visit
http://www.cameron.k12.wi.us/ for
more information.

Veteran’s Plaza

Chance of a lifetime
On Wednesday, April 12, nearly
one hundred music students and
community members from Cameron traveled to Minneapolis to see
the traveling Broadway production
of WICKED. High school music
instructors Mr. Scott Jensen and Mr.
Tyler Halverson coordinated the
trip, in efforts to provide an opportunity for students and others to see
a high level production firsthand.
Also, one of the songs from this play,
“For Good” will be performed at the

next music concert on May 8, so
now they are practicing to ensure it
sounds as awesome as it did on the
Orpheum stage.
WICKED, written as a prequel to
THE WIZARD OF OZ, tells the
story of what happened before Dorothy dropped in to OZ. The touring
production is in Minneapolis until
May 14 and will continue touring
the U. S. over the next 18 months
with stops in Chicago, Philadelphia,
Memphis and many other cities.

next year’s Earth Day
clean-up, please direct them to Mrs. Pat
Heldstab at pheldstab @cameron.k12.
wi.us.
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Elementary and Middle
Summer school
Track and field
Elementary Summer School will
be held June 12-23, 2017 from 8:30
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Registration
forms were sent home with students.
Contact the office at 715-458-5710
if you have questions.

CES will host its annual
Track and Field Day on
Friday, June 2, 2017.
Track events will take
place on the high school football
field. Be sure to join us!

Events will begin for grade 1-4 at
12:15 p.m. Kindergarten will participate in the 50-yard dash at the start
of Track and Field. More information will be sent home with students
soon.

Wisconsin is the place to be
Units in the fourth grade social
studies curriculum include learning about Wisconsin and how the
government works. To tie everything
together for the young Wisconsin
politicians, Cameron Comets had a
special visitor! Senator Janet Bewley
came and shared about how government works and how she was elected
to serve our district. She also showed
maps to all of our 4th graders. Senator Bewley is an Ashland, Wisconsin
Democratic politician and legislator.
She took over the seat from Robert
Jauch and took office on January 3,
2015. Thanks for the visit, Senator!

Where’s Cameron? Senator Janet Bewley from Ashland, talks with Cameron fourth graders
about government and Wisconsin, in general.

Middle school music greats

Great eight. Mitch Bourget, Mathias Weber, Bree Rubenzer, Arsen Crisler, Maddy Livingston,
Alexandra Jerdee, Lacy Johnson, and Kendra Crotteau enjoyed their Middle Level Honors Choir
day in Shell Lake on April 7 with Mr. Scott Jensen.

Eight Cameron Middle School
singers were selected to participate in
the Shell Lake Arts Center Middle
Level Honors Choir day on Friday,
April 7. These Cameron Comets
joined approximately 150 other
middle school singers from around
the region. The singers were placed
into two choirs that rehearsed during
the day and performed in a concert
that evening. Our students made
new friends and enjoyed the art of
singing with others who have the
same love and interest. Congratulations to these select students!
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We the people
Be a good citizen and model
good behaviors. These are traits of
our boy scouts. As part of earning
their second class ranking for their
journey in Boy Scouts, the young

men needed to do an activity about
citizenship. So, Cameron High
School’s history teacher, Mrs. Sarah
Pica, gave a brief presentation on
the Bill of Rights to demonstrate

Troop 52. The boy scouts practice being good citizens.

Learn to Hunt turkeys

responsibilities of citizenship to the
Cameron Scouts.
Freshman Ethan Brodt asked
Mrs. Pica to present to the 5th – 12th
graders. Scous then had to interact
with one another to reinforce their
learning. Mrs. Pica gave the young
men some cards and they had to
match the explanation with the
correct Bill. Further, the scouts had
to explain a selected Bill to someone
else.
Thanks, Mrs. Pica, for helping our
youngsters become good citizens.

The Learn to Hunt program is
designed to give individuals who
may have little or no experience
with hunting a chance to take part
in this great Wisconsin tradition. It
is sponsored by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources and

Turkeys all around. Student hunters and their mentors had a great weekend during the Learn
to Hunt’s turkey hunting event. Many Cameron students bagged their first turkey.

Nice Tom. Logan shows off the turkey he shot
during the Learn to Hunt weekend.

the Barron County Youth Shooting
Sports Foundation. Students are
required to write a short paragraph
on why they should be selected to
particpate in the hunt. If selected,
students are assigned a mentor to
assist with this hunting experience
and they must attend a turkey education seminar which is provided at
the school. At the seminar, hunters

learn about turkey biology, laws of
turkey hunting, hunting and calling
techniques, and patterning shotguns.
Hunting days were April 8 and 9.
This is the fourteenth year that Mr.
Travis Ebner and Mr. Jeff Ladd have
been in charge of Cameron’s group.
Mr. Ebner has been key in securing
mentors. Typically, they enjoy it so
much, they return each year.
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Middle School - continued

Book smart
Cameron brought home the
traveling 5th Grade Battle of the
Books trophy! It was an intense
competition of literary knowledge
on Tuesday, March 14 as fifth
graders from Roselawn Elementary
(Chetek-Weyerhaeuser) and Cameron Middle School displayed their
love of reading as part of the 24th

Annual Battle of the Books.
During three, 10-minute
rounds, the teams had to
answer questions about the
20 books they read in preparation of the competition.
How exciting to see such
reading enthusiasm. Congratulations to 5th grade
teams Book
Battlers, Bookworms, and We
Seventh grade smarties. Reagan Bartsch, Taylor Severt,
Be Bookin'!

Erin Salm, and Henry Pike took 5th place out of 144 schools

statewide for the middle school Battle of the Books.
The results
are also in for
the 7th grade Book
Battle and Cameron
the Books hosted by the Wisconsin
team H.E.R.T. tied for
Education Media and Technology
5th place with three
Association. The team had to answer
other schools out of 144 questions about the 20 books they
schools who competed
read in preparation for the competiFifth grade book brains. The fifth grade book battlers brought online for the 2017
tion. Congratulations to our book
the traveling trophy home after winning this year’s Battle of the Middle School Battle of
lovers in these groups.
Books against Chetek-Weyerhaeuser.

Book lovers dream week
in the telling of one of the stories.
Mike reminded us that using our
imagination is the best thing to keep
our minds strong and that reading is
one great way to get our imagination
working!
Along with our neat speaker, the
Cameron Middle School
LMC staff (Mrs. Longmire
& Mrs. Voelker) hosted
the annual Book Swap
the week of April 17-21.
Students selected one free
book to take home on
Wednesday, April 19. The
Book swap winners. Jamyne and Jazmine donated the
Bookmark Contest winner
most books to the book swap and Landon’s bookmark was
was fifth grader, Landon.
chosen as the winner of that contest.
To celebrate National Library
Week on Monday, April 17,
storyteller Mike Mann came to
Cameron Middle School and shared
fun stories about collaboration and
manners with students. A few 7th
and 8th graders were selected to help

Storyteller. Mike Mann shared his life experiences to kick off Book Swap Week at CMS.

Students, Jazmine and Jamyne,
tied for donating the most books.
Each received a prize for actively
participating in Book Swap.
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Once upon a time . . .
by Kaylee Thomson
Hold on to your tiaras! Cameron
High’s Future Business Leaders of
America chapter hosted its second
“My Little Princess Dance” on
Friday, April 7. The dance is meant
to include all little girls, regardless
of which guardian wants to accompany them to the dance. The chapter
opened the doors a half an hour earlier than last year, and we even had
girls and their dates coming in early!
The princesses and their dates were
able to enjoy cupcakes (courtesy of
Mr. Joe Barnes), music, dancing,
fancy picture taking, and various
crafts and activities such as nail
painting, crown decorating, bracelet
making, and face painting.

Come one, come all! Our lovely FBLA President Ashley Salmonson and Vice President Micaela
Murphy welcome princesses as they attend the dance.

The FBLA hosts welcomed 105
princesses and raised approximately
$1,000 for their leadership and competitive conferences, fun activities,
and charitable events. Closing with
a record clean-up time, the chapter

had loads of fun hanging out and
getting to know the little girls in our
community.
The FBLAers look forward to seeing all the princesses and their lucky
dates again next year!

Salutations. The beautifully dressed princesses
arrived at the ball excited to get their evening
started.

Face painting. Liza Anderson keeps her eyes
on the cheek of this beautiful princesses as she
paints her face with a fancy picture.

Ready to paint. FBLA members Kelsey Richter, Desirae Larson, and Meranda Richter prepare
the nail painting station getting ready to make the princess’s nails beautiful.

Comet Connection
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High School – continued

High quality group

National Honor Society inducts new group
Scholarship. Character. Leadership.
Service. These are the four cardinal
traits that make up each of the 17
new Cameron High School National
Honor Society members. New
members were inducted on March
29. Their charge is to continue
the legacy of Cameron’s current,
upstanding members.
Under the direction of Mrs. Carla
Kuffel, the senior group sponsored
many different service projects and
made a difference in many lives
along the way. The group took
on projects like tutoring middle
schoolers, helping the elderly
with technology, raising money
and awareness for ALS, and the

homeless. Other projects included
working at the Camerama food
booths, selling candygrams (with
funds going to the Adopt a Family
program), cleaning up a local
church, working at the Humane
Society, making stockings with
students at the elementary school,
and hosting a blood drive. They also
raised funds for the Lundequam
family, and they helped Kiss a Senior
Goodbye last year. The outgoing
senior members include Chelsi
Pacholke, Dora Linton, Ashlee
Drew, Daynen Paddock, Riley
Bartsch, Cheyanne Wade, Shayla
Schwingle, Rachel Sauve, Rachel
Gillett, Remington Davison, and

Nathan Fostvedt. New members
include Alexis Potvin, Katie
Daniels, Ali Kringle, Breanna
Ramos, Maddie Moen, Maddy
Otto, Micaela Murphy, Ashley
Salmonson, India Carpentier,
Kayla Gerber, Kiara Hestad, Carli
Wanink, Taylor Weis, Gunner
Wilder, Colin Davis, Christopher
Schwarz, and Paighton Gardner.
Ali Kringle will be the new
President; Gunner Wilder,the
Vice President; Colin Davis,the
treasurer; Ashley Salmonson,the
secretary; and Kayla Gerber, the
new historian.
Congrats to new inductees and
thanks, seniors, for your leadership.

Classy crew. New inductees join the seniors NHS members at Induction Night. These students have scholarship, character, service, and leadership
qualities and promise to lead others in doing their best.
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“If you use, you could lose”
In December 2016, The Barron
County Community Coalition
sponsored an event for over 600
high school students in the county.
Presenter, Sergeant Jim Gerhardt,
shared insight with the students
about the reality of marijuana use,
legalization, and unanticipated
societal impacts based on his law
enforcement experience in Colorado.
After this event, Sergeant Gerhardt
presented students with a challenge
to create a logo and campaign
promoting a drug free life. Teams of Barron County Community Coalition. Students gather to present their ideas for helping the
county get the word out to students about stopping drug use. Turtle Lake and Cameron students
high school students from Barron,
were the winners!
Cameron, Prairie Farm, and Turtle
activities. These young leaders
• Cameron High School “If You
Lake rose to the occasion and
worked
hard
to
promote
their
Use,You Could Lose”
entered the challenge sponsored by
campaigns to peers and community
• Prairie Farm: “Choose Your
the Coalition.
members
alike.
The
four
participants
Accessory, Keep Off the Grass”
Students created drug free
included these schools:
• Turtle Lake: “No Time for Drugs”
messages and shared them through
• Barron High School ”Put Down
On April 19 the teams presented
videos, stickers, bracelets, social
the
Weed,
Do
a
Good
Deed”
their
original logo, campaign, and
media, school assemblies, and other
outreach initiatives to a panel of
community judges. Member of the
panel were Judge Michael Bitney,
Judge Maureen D. Boyle, Sheriff
Chris Fitzgerald, WI State Trooper
Jodi Kummet, and WJMC News
Director Michael J. Duncan. The
panel was highly impressed with the
creativity, hard work, and initiative
demonstrated by all four teams.
Winners were presented a plaque
at their school on April 20. Turtle
Lake’s group won for best campaign
and Cameron’s students, Sydney
Johnson and Brianna Crotteau won
for best logo.
Congrats to these awesome
sophomores and other Barron
County students for working
And the winner is . . . The winners of Barron County Community Coalition’s drug awareness
diligently to help make students
campaign were Turtle Lake’s “No Time for Drugs” and the logo winner was our own Sydney
Johnson and Brianna Crotteau’s “If you Use, You Could Lose” artwork. Deputy Dave Kuffel and aware of the dangers of drugs. Your
Cameron’s Cheif of Police, Mike Lynch, present the girls with their award on April 20.
efforts are appreciated.
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Maple syrup delight
In March, about 25 Cameron
High School students traveled to
Hustad’s Sugar Bush in Cumberland to learn about the maple syrup
process and industry. The students
were from Mr. Martin’s Sports and
Outdoor Literature and Mr. Ladd’s
Plant Science classes. The students
used a variety of skills and knowledge throughout the field trip. For
example, they learned how to apply
math and science skills to the maple
syrup producer’s use of reverse
osmosis -- that is they learned how
they can make their operations more
efficient and create higher yields of
syrup by quickly removing the water
from the sap.
The students learned how the
Hustad’s operation also uses sap
collection bags, stainless steel evaporators, processing equipment, and
holding tanks that represents the
latest technology in maple syrup
production.

Yum! Juniors Taylor Weis and Amara
Rodriguez enjoy some of the yummy
syrup on their ice cream sundaes.

Maple syrup fun. Students had a great
time during their field trip to Hustad’s
Sugar Bush. They learned a lot about the
process of harvesting maple syrup.

The students also applied tree
identification skills in how they
found the proper sugar maple
trees to tap for production. They
learned how to properly tap the
trees and about when the sap ran
the best based on the weather
and season. Cameron students
shared their knowledge of the
history of making maple syrup
through their reading about the
Native American’s discovery of
the process.
The Hustad’s also shared their
strong family tradition of making maple syrup, along with
their retail operation, and their
commitment toward the environment and safety standards
that are involved in the industry.
The highlight of the trip was
when Al and Linda Hustad’s
shared maple syrup sundaes with
the students.

On to
state

Tough guys. Congratulations to these middle school wrestlers who
qualified for the State competition. They are Derrick Huppert, Sawyer Ebner, Kayne Johnson, Tanner Gerber, and Ashtyn Waite.

Faces in the news

Leo James Halverson. Leo was born
on March 26, 2017 to Beth and Tyler
Halverson, our District band directors.
He was born at 3:21 in the morning and
weighed in at 7 pounds, 8 ounces and
was 21 inches long. Congrats, mom and
dad.

Congratulations! Congrats to Jakob
Bailey who signed a letter of intent to
play basketball at St. Mary’s University in Winona, Minnesota. Jakob is
only the second boy (third overall) in
Cameron school history to play college
basketball at a four-year university.

Musically inclined. Congratulations
to Isaac Timblin and India Carpentier who were selected to the All-State
Choir (Isaac) and All-State Band
(India). They will both take part in
a summer camp with their respective
groups and take part in a State-wide
concert in October in Madison.
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Retirement Open House
honoring

Cameron Elementary Principal
Mrs. Patricia Schroeder
Tuesday, May 23

4:00-6:00 p.m. in the Elementary School Cafeteria
Elementary PTO is hosting a Retirement Open House Celebration for
community members to thank and honor Mrs. Schroeder for 44 years of
loyal dedication to students and families.

