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Home of the

Best day ever
by Haley Bossany
Positive behaviors bring positive outcomes. As a part of PBIS,
Cameron Middle Schoolers were
rewarded with a trip to Christie
Mountain. In order to earn this trip,
they needed good grades and good
behavior. Since they were able to
fill their Star Cards, 220 students
left CMS on Wednesday, January 25
and were allowed to either tube, ski,
or snowboard. They were joined by
staff, as well.
Arsen Crisler, a 7th grader, shared
a story about his experience on the
tubing hills. “Some of my friends
and I went tubing down one of the
slopes and when we got to the end,
we were going so fast that we went
over the edge, and we got sandwiched between the snow and the

Look out below. Students race down the slopes on their tubes
and watch the group behnd them. Who will get there first?

fence.” He enjoyed his time at Christie Mountain.
The day was perfect weather-wise! After the
past few years of rain and bitter cold, this year’s
weather was a welcome treat.
Christie Mountain has always been a great
event for students with loads of fun for everyone!

Patricia Schroeder

Elementary School Principal
715-458-5710
pschroeder@cameron.k12.wi.us

Up, up, and away. Middle Schoolers ride the ski lift up to the top of the hill preparing for a day of fun.

Our school . . . where staff, students excel and parents, community care.
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District
Open enrollment

Wisconsin’s inter-district public
school open enrollment program
allows parents to apply for their
children to attend school districts
other than the one in which
they live. This includes parents
who wish to open enroll their
children into virtual charter school
programs in other districts. Parents
are responsible for transporting
their children to and from school,
unless the student receives special
education. If the student’s IEP

requires transportation, the nonresident school district must provide
for transportation to the school.
The open enrollment period for the
2017-2018 school year is February
6, 2017 to
April 28,
2017. Parents
must apply
no earlier
than February
6, 2017 and
no later than 4:00 p.m. on April

28, 2017. Late applications will
not be accepted for any reason.
The application is web-based, and
the use of the on-line application
is highly recommended. The links
to the on-line application form is
http://dpi.wi.gov/oe. Paper forms
can be picked up from the District
Office, or they can be mailed to
those who request them by calling
715-458-4560, ext. 5604. For more
information, please visit the state
website at www.dpi.wi.gov/oe.

School Board Election
The spring election is April 4, 2017. There is one seat up for election
this year. Current school board member Randy Hill is running
unopposed.

Mission 2000...

The Cameron School District is on opportunity for us to showcase our
a mission to get to 2000 Facebook
students and staff. We have
likes by the end of the school year.
a lot of great things hapOur Facebook page has been a great
pening in our schools every

day and would like to encourage everyone to join our journey by liking
our Facebook page and sharing with
others. #CameronComets

Operating referendum informational meetings
scheduled
Informational meetings regarding the April 4 operational referendum
vote will be held in the Cameron Middle School auditorium on February
21 and March 20 at 7:00 p.m. All residents with questions or concerns
are encouraged to attend.
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District– continued

Let’s be positive!
As the school year continues, the
District’s attempt of encouraging
positive behaviors continues as
well. At the elementary school,
each grade/class works on their
own programs. On November 18,
the PTO helped kick-off our first
school-wide celebration with a
trip to the movies to see TROLLS.
The students enjoyed popcorn
and lemonade while watching the
movie. It was a wonderful experience
for our students. Additionally,
classroom celebrations are held each
time students fill their classroom star
chart. The kids love wacky dress up
day, hat day, extra recess, and many
other classroom activities. When
classroom star charts are filled up,
classes hang a big star on the Comet
bulletin board in the hall. Once
the Comet bulletin board is filled,
a school-wide celebration complete
with a school wide theme or dress
up day is held. This is always fun
for students and staff. Currently,
the Comet bulletin board is almost
filled up! So, they are very close
to earning our second school-wide
celebration of the year!
As part of our emphasis on
fostering a positive school

Winners! Ms. Wintrone’s class reached 100 stars on their cool-kids chart being safe, responsible, and respectful! To celebrate they had a wacky dress up day and got to eat lunch with Ms.
Wintrone!

environment (PBIS), we will
be celebrating Random Acts
of Kindness Week at Cameron
Elementary School from February
13 -16. We’ll be celebrating our
acts of kindness in different ways
throughout the school. Students
will have a chance to participate in
a food drive Monday – Thursday to
help the local food pantry.
The middle school has done a lot
to encourage good behaviors. On
January 18, the middle schoolers
had a great day riding the slopes for

Awesome day! The weather cooperated for the middle schoolers to enjoy their school-wide PBIS
activity day.

the second school-wide recognition
day at Christie Mountain. Students
earned the trip by turning in the
PBIS Star and Post cards. The entire
middle school went on the trip and
students spent the day skiing or
tubing. They also played PBIS Bingo
as a way to reinforce the Positive
Behavior Expectations for the middle
school. Students helped create the
PBIS daily announcements to go
along with the Bingo game and
several classes won a BINGO prize.
The high school continues their
weekly drawings focusing on specific
behaviors each trimester. During
this trimester, the focus has been
on reducing the number of tardies.
Names of students who do not have
tardies or other negative behavior
reports are entered in a drawing each
week. Prizes that have been won
include free admission to games,
pizza at BP, Hardees and McDonalds
certificates, water mugs and more.
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The joy of music
by Kaylee Thomson
“What we do when we perform,
when we give the gift of music. The
response, the joy we give to people,
that’s why we do what we do. Bringing music to life, bringing that joy
to people. That’s what it’s about.”
Cameron H. S. choir instructor Mr.
Scott Jensen elaborates on what he
feels like the music department is really about. “That’s what music does.
It touches peoples’ hearts.”
Outside of pep bands, singing the
Star Spangled Banner at sporting
events and performing concerts, the
Cameron Music Department is busy
at work. On Saturday, February 4,
there were multiple students at both
the high school and middle school
level that auditioned for State Honors Band and Choir. The talented
students selected will perform in the
Honors concerts in October 2017.
Recently, our middle school band
and choir students took part in the
middle school solo and ensemble
in Prarie Farm. “I had 12 students
participate, one of which did both
a solo and a duet,” stated Mrs. Beth
Halverson. Mr. Tyler Halverson continued, “They represented the school
really well. They all preformed well
and I think they all had a really good

Pump ‘em up. The pep band gets the crowd and the players pumped up before the Shell Lake
double header.

experience.”
Aside from solos and duets, our
chamber choir went caroling on
December 22 to ring in the new year
with some glee! The chamber choir,
along with director Mr. Jensen, went
to various locations in Rice Lake
such as the Marshfield Clinic, Cedar
Mall, and Heritage Manor to spread
the Christmas spirit with Rice Lake
residents. After doing their annual
flashmobbing at Culver’s, the choir
took off to the elementary school
to perform for the students at their
Santa Sendoff.
Another way the music departments have enternained community
members is through the delightful

Joy to the world! Cameron’s Chamber Choir brought a lot of joy to the residents at Heritage
Manor by singing Christmas carols on December 22.

concerts they have hosted. The Cameron High School/Middle School
mid-winter concerts will take place
on February 27 in the middle school
auditorium. Swing by to hear performances from the middle school band
and choir and the high school band,
concert choir and chamber choir.
Other opportunities are in the air
for talented young musicians! The
UW-BC Communiversity band,
under the direction of Mr. Mike
Joosten, has been practicing every
Monday night since January 23.
With an equal mix of high school
and college students along with
teachers and community members,
the music is melodious to say the
least. Cameron’s own students, India
Carpentier, Johnny Getchell, Preston
Scott, Jacob Johnson, Dora Linton,
Alexis Potvin, Cody Shulz, Mikayla Graham, Kaylee Thomson and
teacher Mr. Halverson are all a part
of this well-performing ensemble.
The opportunities of the Cameron Music Department are endless.
Check out their upcoming events!
Thanks to the directors for making
them all great!
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Art Club rocks
The middle school Art Club has
been busy again this year with a few
group projects to beautify our school
and help our community. Students
have been weaving yarn for a fiber
installation. Ms. Sara Allen is an
expert weaver and will be joining
the smaller weavings together. Many
middle schoolers have had a hand in
weaving these beautiful creations.
Some students have created
and glazed hand built bowls. The
functional pieces will be donated
to Feed My People Food Bank’s
fundraiser Empty Bowls. The
fundraiser is held at the Florian
Gardens in Eau Claire on March
2 (http://www.fmpfoodbank.org/).

Empty Bowls. Middle schoolers help out by making glazed bowls for a fundraiser in Eau
Claire.

Visitors can purchase our handmade
bowls (along with other school

Weavers. The middle school art club enjoyed doing some small weaving project.

children and professional potters)
with a delicious soup lunch/dinner.
Money raised will support local
food shelves and people struggling
with hunger.
More meetings of the middle
school art club will be happening
throughout the year with many
more fun projects. Things to look
forward to for this spring include
art club members looking at the
stained glass works of Dale Chihuly
for inspiration for some cool pieces.
Students will practice several
techniques of up-cycling plastic
bottles and creating larger than
life floral forms from plastic cups.
Future installation to arrive at the
Cameron Middle School.

More cool art news
For the past 8 years, Mrs. Allen has organized the Youth Art Month event at WITC-Rice Lake. This year’s show
will run from March 4 to March 19, 2017. There will be an opening reception from 11 a.m. to 1p.m. located in
the The Hub at WITC-Rice Lake. This year the following schools will be participating: Barron, Birchwood, Cameron, Chetek-Weyerhaueser, Cumberland, and Rice Lake. Each teacher from each school is allowed to bring up to
30 pieces of work. The pieces can be 2D or 3D. The exhibit will showcase art from grades Pre-K to 12.
Get up to WITC in March to check out the neat art work done by area schools!
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February 2017
Dear Cameron Area School District Residents and Supporters:
Education holds the key to a better future. Because we are so committed to supporting the dreams of
Cameron students, we invite you to join us in our efforts to help them access that key.
Cameron graduates need our financial help and encouragement to pursue their goal of higher education. We
hope that you will support their efforts through a donation to the Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation.






The Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation was established in 1985
Over the past 32 years $207,750.00 in scholarship money has been awarded
223 former Cameron students have benefitted from these awards
Annually approximately $10,000 is awarded
2016 donations totaled $6,365.00

This annual solicitation is our primary fundraiser and our future scholarships depend on contributions given.
Our goal each year is to award scholarships to a minimum of 10% of each graduating class and an additional
one to a Cameron alumnus.
Our success depends upon the generosity of caring individuals like you. In addition to donations generated
through this means, we also accept financial donations attained through Thrivent Financial Choice Dollars,
Amazon Smiles and through stock donations.
All donations are tax deductible. Whatever financial help you can give will be greatly appreciated.
Thank you for your consideration and support.
Sincerely,

Michelle Wilson
Michelle Wilson, President
Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation, Inc.

President: Michelle Wilson
Directors: Brandon Olson

Vice President: Heather Gerber
Liza Schroeder

Treasurer: Nancy Strzyzewski

Georgeann Wade

Secretary: Kim Sanborn

Comet Connection
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YES! I would like to help the Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation help
deserving students reach their dreams.
My tax deductible contribution is enclosed.
Name

_____________________________

Address

_____________________________
_____________________________

Phone

_____________________________

If applicable:

Cameron H.S. Grad Year(s):________
Maiden Name ________________________

Name to be published on Donor List: _______________________________
I do not need a receipt
I would like a receipt for tax purposes
Sent via mail (using address above)
Sent to the following email address
___________________________________________________________
Please mail donation to:
Nancy Strzyzewski
Treasurer, Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation
PO Box 152
Cameron WI 54822
Make checks payable to: Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation

Thank you for your donation.
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Elementary School
4K registration
Four-year-old All Aboard Preschool registration will be held
Thursday, March 16, 2017 from
4:00-5:30 p.m. Cameron Elementary School has begun compiling a
list of potential 4-year-old kindergarten students for the 2017-2018
school year. Sites for the program
include the Cameron Elementary
School and Rice Lake Head Start.
Head Start is the Community Partner for the 4-year-old kindergarten
program. Children who will be four
by September 1, 2017 are eligible to
attend. Please call 715-458-4560 to
receive registration papers.

Kindergarten
open house

Beautiful baby. Oliver Rae Rykal was
born to Kindergarten teacher, Mrs. Madi
Leidl-Rykal and her husband, Mark. He
weighed in at 10 pounds, 2.3 ounces and
was 21.5 inches long.

An open house for incoming
Kindergartens will be held Thursday,
March 23, 2017 from 4:00-5:30
p.m. Registration forms were sent
home with All Aboard students in
January. Families of district students
eligible to attend kindergarten for
the 2017-2018
school year that
do not currently
attend All Aboard
Preschool should contact the office
for registration forms. Children need
to be 5 by September 1, 2017.

Spring Fling
The 2017 Spring Fling will be held on Friday, April 7. Grades K-2 will perform at
12:30 p.m. and the 3rd and 4th graders will perform at 1:45 p.m. Come and enjoy
our musical selections.

Practicing hard
by Melissa Odenbreit

Helping the next guy. That’s what
the boys basketball team and coaches
have been doing! They’ve been
making time for the middle school
players to practice with them.
This year they had a good turn out
and had a lot of students participate.

Sign away. The high school basketball players
sautograph posters.

Say cheese. The third through eighth graders had a great time with the high schoolers after the a
game.

During the practice they worked on
some easy drills and played games.
Additionally, the middle schoolers
who participated in the 15,000 Shot
Club were recognized at the home
game against Shell Lake. And at the
end of the game, the varsity players
signed posters for the youngsters.
“I enjoyed doing this for these students and I would do it again,” said
sophomore Jake Salm.

These boys work hard and the
middle schoolers look up to varsity
players. This is one way that the
team can promote their sport.
The team is not just any ordinary
team. They work together on and
off the court. They help the coummunity and are kind to others. This
team is not just friends . . . it’s like
a family. They work together to get
things done.

Comet Connection
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Middle School – continued
Tutoring help
We now have high schoolers
helping our students. They are
available on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays in the high
school commons from 3:30 4:30. Make use of the student
volunteers. They can help you
one day or many days!

Rides home

Just a reminder that when
students are on a field trip or an
away athletic event, they need
to ride the bus home or have
parents sign our release form and
take their child home. Students
may NOT ride home with someone else’s parents.

Yearbooks

This is your last chance to get a
yearbook! You may either order
online at www.jostens.com, fill out
an order form that is available in the
office, or you may simply bring $15
to the office and Mrs. Hopkins will
order it for you. The final order date
is February 23.

“Bells” of the ball
Fun, dancing, prizes, and
much more. Mrs. Julie Bell’s
Cameron Comets had the
pleasure of attending The 15th
Annual Snowball Dance in
Ladysmith at the TeeAway Golf
and Supper Club. Mrs. Jill
Brooks, Special Ed teacher from
Ladysmith, and her crew hosted
this spectacular event of dancing,
activities, prizes, and a wonderful
luncheon. This was the second
year that Mrs. Bell’s class has
attended the event.
Fun was had by everyone who
was lucky enough to attend this
amazing event.

Snowball dance. Students in Mrs. Bell’s classroom attended the Snowball Dance on Wednesday, February 1, in Ladysmith. They enjoyed dancing to the DJ with students from area schools.

Fun day. The group gets ready to leave with smiling faces and excitement
after a great day of hanging out with other kids from area schools. Thanks to
Ladysmith for a great day!

Yummy lunch. The group enjoyed a fantasic lunch at the TeeAway Golf and Country Club. They were treated like royalty with
a special meal and other fun activities.
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High School
ACT high school assessments
This year, schools in Wisconsin
are assessing all students in the 9th,
10th, and 11th grades using ACT
examinations as a part of school
accountability. The assessments
will be as follows:
*ACT Aspire Early High School
Assessment will be administered to
students in grades 9 and 10 in the
spring (more information about
the specific dates will be provided
later). The Aspire assesses student
readiness in English, math, reading,
science, and writing using an online
assessment.
*The ACT Plus Writing Assessment
will be administered to all students
in grade 11. The assessment
consists of tests in English,
math, reading, and science plus

a 30-minute essay test designed
to measure writing skills. This
is a paper/pencil test. Because
this test is a part of Wisconsin’s
accountability system, all students
are required to take it – even if they
have previously taken the ACT.
If they choose to, students will
be able to use the score from this
test for college applications, etc.
The testing date for all Wisconsin
students is February 28, 2017.
Please mark this date.
*ACT WorkKeys will be
administered to all students in
grade 11. ACT WorkKeys is
an applied skills assessment that
helps students compare their skills
to the skills jobs require. This
paper/pencil test consists of three

assessments: Locating Information,
Reading for Information, and
Applied Mathematics. Depending
on how well the student performs,
he/she can earn a National Career
Readiness Certificate (NCRC)
at four possible graduated levels:
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.
Employers can use the NCRC to
help ensure that candidates they
are considering for employment or
training have the foundational skills
to be successful. The testing date for
all Wisconsin students is March 1,
2017. Please mark this date on your
calendar.
Questions? Contact John
Meznarich, high school principal at
715-458-5900 or
jmeznarich@cameron.k12.wi.us.

On February 28, while the junior
class is taking the state-mandated
ACT Plus writing assessment,
freshmen and sophomore students
will be on academic and career field
trips. This activity is a kick-off to
a new state-wide initiative which
will go into effect with the 201718 school year called Academic
and Career Planning (ACP).
The mission of ACPs will be to
empower ALL students to travel
the road to adulthood through
education and training towards
careers. ACP will be a process not
a program. Academic and Career
Planning is critical because it helps
students create and cultivate their
own visions for post-secondary
success, obtained through selfexploration, career exploration,
and the development of career
management and planning skills.

Teachers, parents, and various
partners assist students in this
process by helping them deepen
their knowledge of themselves,
improve the understanding of
post-secondary options, better
connect their goals to educational
coursework and career interests,
and take part in long-term
planning for life after high school.
Beginning with 2017-18 school
year, the DPI will ensure that every
school across the state is providing
Academic and Career Planning
services to pupils enrolled in grades
6 -12. There are four parts to ACP.
They include KNOW, EXPLORE,
PLAN, and GO. The KNOW and
EXPLORE phases will begin at the
middle school, while the PLAN
and GO stages will be implemented
at the high school. Our activity
on February 28 will focus on the

PLAN stage and will continue our
work to expose students to potential
career options. CHS freshmen
will go to Chippewa Valley
Technical College in Eau Claire
to learn about potential careers.
Sophomores will be taking tours of
local businesses to gain awareness
of career opportunities in the areas
of manufacturing, business, and
industry. Students will gain exposure
to many career options. Students
should plan to either bring a bag
lunch from home or money for fast
food.
Seniors are invited to participate
in either tour, or they could take
advantage of this day out of school
to take individual college tours,
participate in a job shadow, or to tie
up loose ends in college preparation
such as scholarships and FAFSA
applications.

The rest of the story . . .
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Wrestlers: come one, come all

Wrestlemania. Two hundred and seventy-four area youth enjoyed wrestling in the Cameron Youth Tournament that was held in the Cameron
High School gymn on Sunday, February 6. That’s a lot of wrestlers!

For the music

Tummies were filled to the brim
after the Cameron music parents
hosted an All-You-Can-Eat Waffle
Dinner on the night of February 2
during a basketball double-header.
Not only were Dad’s Belgian
waffles served, but a variety of
breakfast foods, such as sausage,
juice, and coffee were also available.
The event, in its second year, was a
huge success.
The profits (over $1,000) from
the dinner will go to the Cameron
Music Department for student
scholarships and solo ensemble
medals. The parents rely on these
fundraisers to meet their financial

Eat up. Cameron students eat waffles in the Cameron commons before the girls basketball game
on February 2.

needs.
“Thank you to everyone who had
a part in making the Waffle Dinner Music Department Fundraiser

a success . . . from the parents, to the
helpers, and everyone who purchased
tickets,” said parent organizer Mrs.
Jen Groskopf.
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SAVE the DATE

My Little Princess Dance
An evening of fun for little girls and a significant adult in her life.
Where:

Cameron High School Commons

When:

Friday, April 7, 2017

Time:

5:30 - 7:30 p.m.

Cost:

$10 per couple if you pre-register by March 31
$15 per couple at the door
A fun night filled with crafts, snacks, and dancing.

Watch for a flyer coming home soon with your child.

Sponsored by Cameron FBLA

