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A dream is a wish the heart makes
by Gracie Davis

Label

A coach with class

by Dani Jencks
After having yet another exciting, record-breaking
year for the cross country program, Mr. Tim Borstad has
recently been chosen by his fellow coaches as the District
1 Girls’ Cross Country Coach of the Year.
Having only eight athletes 18 years ago, Mr. Borstad
has coached a continuously growing program that now
boasts over 40 runners. Humble as ever, he emphasized
how this award belongs to the team, to his assistant
coaches, and to the athletes. Mr. Borstad expressed how
his assistant coaches Martha Jacobs and Patty Gerber
have helped him along the way and that coaching hardworking athletes is the only award he needs. The trio led
the girls cross country team to state this year.
It is no question that his athletes think very highly of
him. “Mr. B. is an incredible coach who knows how to
push us to our limits,” commented senior Josie Hoffman.
“He listens to us and is honestly the best coach I have
ever had. He really deserves this award.”
Altogether, it is easy to understand why coaches named
Mr. Borstad Coach of the Year. He has such a deep
Coach of the year. Coach Borstad shows his prestigious
passion for the sport.
awards he received from his fellow coaches.

This January, a special
opportunity arose for Brody
Hellendrung, a Cameron
Middle School student who
is fighting cancer. Cameron
teachers Mr. Jeff Ladd and Mr.
Travis Ebner heard of Brody’s
wish to go hunting, so together
they came up with a plan. Mr.
Ladd has connections with the
Apple Creek Whitetail Ranch,
a wildlife farm, in Gillett,
Wisconsin. On January 12,
the group went to the farm.
While scouting the woods,
the hunters saw all types of
animals, including deer and

Triumphant trio. Mr. Travis Ebner and Mr. Jeff Ladd pose with Brody and his buck after
a very successful hunting trip.

Ten-pointer! Seventh grader Brody Hellendrung found out that the best cure for buck
fever is a shot that takes down a trophy!

turkey. Eventually they settled
down in a spot to wait for the
perfect moment. A big 10-pointer
crossed into Brody’s sights, and
he took him down from 75 yards
away. Jinx Taxidermy offered to
mount Brody’s deer for him free
of charge. “I am so nervous I
don’t know if I can hold the gun
steady,” said Brody just before he
fired. He held it together enough
to make the victorious shot and
was very excited!
The next day, Mr. Ladd and Mr.
Ebner took Brody ice fishing for
the first time, and he caught trout,
bluegill, and perch.
Brody is now able to brag about
his outdoor experiences.
We have special people in our
midst who have huge, giving
hearts to help a younster fulfill a
dream!

District News
Open enrollment

School board election

Wisconsin’s inter-district public school open enrollment program allows parents to apply for their
children to attend school districts other than the
one in which they live. This includes parents who
wish to open enroll their children into virtual charter school programs in other districts. Parents are
responsible for transporting their children to and
from school, unless the student receives special
education. If the student’s IEP requires transportation, the non-resident school district must provide
for transportation to the non-resident school.
The open enrollment period for the 2014-2015
school year is February 3-April 30, 2014. Parents
must apply no earlier than February 3, 2014, and
no later than 4:00 p.m. on April 30, 2014. Late applications will not be accepted for any reason. The
application is now web-based, and the use of the
on-line application is highly recommended. The
link to the on-line application form is http://sms.
dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc. Paper forms can be mailed
to those requesting them from the district office at
(715) 458-5602. For more information on open enrollment, please access the state website at http://
sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_psctoc or the Cameron School
District website at www.cameron.k12.wi.us. Due
to facility constraints, Cameron will be limiting
some open enrollment in grades K-4.

The next election
for school board
members will be
held on Tuesday,
April 1. Current
board member
Randy Hill is running unopposed
for the one vacant
seat.
Randy has
served on the
board since April,
2005. Randy said
that he is excited to see all of the renovations
at the high school come to fruition and can’t
wait to see the new elementary school. Randy enjoys working with the administration
and wants to work to keep the reputation of
the Cameron School District at a very high
level. He said that he constantly hears people
talk about all the good things that go on in
Cameron, and he looks forward to hearnig
more of it in the future.
Randy is very proud of Cameron and is
proud to serve on the Board.

They need you!

Cameron Area
Scholarship

There are 10 boys in the Rice Lake and Cameron communities who are ASKING for a mentor.
They have asked for someone to be with them
once a week for one hour. They have a willingness to spend time with that “extra” someone
who cares. They want to know what you know.
These boys in the Kinship program have done
their part. Now, they need you! Won’t you
please be that someone who will matter to a
young someone?
It doesn’t take special skills or a
degree. It takes a willingness to listen, to share what you know, and to
be caring in your word and action.
They need another positive male
role model, and we look forward to hearing from
you! Give Kinship a call at 715-234-1995 or send
them an email at info@ricelakekinship.com.

The Cameron Area Scholarship Foundation is seeking new members. The CASF is
a community-based foundation made up of
4 officers and 3 directors as well as voting
members. We meet 3 times per year; January, March, and October. We invite you to
consider becoming a member. If interested,
please contact Kim Sanborn at 715.458.5901
or ksanborn@cameron.k12.wi.us. New this
year, the CASF board decided to include the
appeal letter and donation form in this issue
of the Comet Connection versus a saturation
mailing. Please look for this in the middle
section of this newsletter and give thoughtful
consideration to donating to such a laudable
investment--our students’ futures.

Toasting for change

Faces in the news

by Jade Green
Cameron High’s English I
class, taught by Mr. David
Martin, has been keeping
busy with many activities
throughout the year. One of
the units focused on was The
Freedom Writers. They were a
group of teens living in Long
Beach, California during the
1990’s when there was a lot of
gang violence and segregation.
These teens were encouraged
by Mrs. Erin Gruwell, their
teacher, to keep journals about
anything they would like and to
set goals for themselves. They
turned these journals into a
book, which was later adapted
into a movie. They chose this
name for themselves because
they believed they were like
the Freedom Riders, a group
fighting against segregation
on buses. To tie the book
into his English I class, Mr.
Martin’s students also kept
journals. “Writing is a very
powerful tool that is at every
student’s fingertips!” said Mr.
Martin. Towards the end of
the unit, they had to come up
with a goal, which could take

a year, four years, or even a
lifetime to achieve. They then
presented their goals in front
of the class and made a toast
to the anticipated goal, using
sparkling cider.
In additon, the students got
a chance to talk to one of the
original Freedom Writers,
Tiffony, through a Skype
call. Tiffony explained her
life and how she ended up in
Long Beach, California. She
expressed how Mrs. Gruwell
helped her and made her feel
important. Tiffony went on
to college and became very
successful.
Cameron’s students enjoyed
the Skype call and felt like it
was very insightful and further
explained the segregation issues
going on at the time.
“From listening to the guest
speaker, students here received
some very good strategies on
how to accomplish their goals,”
explained Mr. Martin. “The
unit helps the students see how
other students, like themselves,
overcame obstacles in their
lives.”

Toast for change. Freshmen Eve Reed (left) and Josh Koenecke (right) make their toasts
for change in front of their English class with their sparkling cider.

Smarty pants. Senior Dani
Jencks will be attending
Michigan Technological
University in the fall. She will
be pursue a degree in Material
Science and Engineering.
Along with an acceptance letter
from Michigan Tech, Dani
was honored with winning
the title of a Leading Scholar,
which was accompanied by a
$17,000 scholarship. She had a
great time visiting the school
in December, meeting with the
teachers and other Leading
Scholars. Dani is now officially
a Michigan Tech Husky.
Congrats!

Champion. Junior Kal
Gerber is a beast on the
wrestling mat. As of January
15, he was ranked number
one in Wisconsin in the 126#
weight class, and has been
ranked number one since
November 2012. Way to go,
Kal!

The bee’s knees

The wall of fame

by Beth Daigle

by Beth Daigle

Junior Justin Harriman is
involved in Eagle Scouts,
which is the highest ranking
of the Boy Scouts of America.
For his Eagle Scout project,
Justin wanted to complete a
project that would benefit the
area in some way. For about
a year, he has been working
on this massive project that

Smiling proud. Justin Harriman stands
by the plaque with his name on the wall
that he helped create, a great addition to
Cameron High School’s walls.

history teacher, Mrs. Sarah
Pica, suggested. This project
was a history wall to honor
the founding fathers of our
nation. He was set with the task
of planning it out, having it
be approved by his troop and
school, raising funds to make
the project happen, and finally
executing the project.
Because of his love for
history, this idea of a history
wall stuck. Justin has been
intrigued by the United States
government for a while, so it
was only fitting that his project
had something to do with
history. Justin is very proud
of the overall display of the
exceptional wall located in the
hallway past the gym. This
wall contains pictures of some
of the documents that are
unique and important to our

country, like the Declaration of
Independence.
“It took a total of 94 hours
to successfully place the
wall,” said Justin. “I raised
a total of $3,500 for the wall.
[which he bought from Roots
of Freedom],” said Justin.
The wall will stand for years
to come, and the person
who made it happen hopes
that students in the future
will gain knowledge on the
founding fathers and find it as
interesting as he did.
Justin solicited help and
support from others in order
to make this happen, and he is
very thankful for their help.
It looks great and students
have been admiring it. Thank
you, Justin, for your dedication
to this project that enhances
our school.

Aiming to I.N.S.P.I.R.E.
by Dani Jencks
“Committed to Inspire.”
That is the title of a group
of documents composed in
hopes of receiving a grant
from the Carol M. White
Physical Education Program to
promote a healthy lifestyle in
the Cameron School District.
Its goal is to Infuse Nutrition,
Education, Spirit and Passion In
Recreation and Exercise.
The program is a grant offered
all over the country. Last year,
60 schools received part of the
$32 million grant. Two years
ago, one of the lucky winners
was Turtle Lake High School
thanks in part to Mrs. Sheri
Hagen-Salm. Now, a group
including Mrs. Hagen-Salm,

Mr. Joe Lechisin, Mr. Brett
Ridout, and Mrs. Laura Sauve-the Barron County Public Health
Nurse--are hoping to receive
a PEP (Physical Education
Program) grant of their own.
This group has been working
on the “Committed to Inspire”
project for about a year and plan
on submitting the document as
soon as the award opens. It is a
three-year plan with goals and
a budget for each year. The first
goal is to replace all our winter
equipment and put in a lighted
cross country ski trail with
fitness stations along the trail.
The second goal is to update the
weight room and cardio area to
accomodate a diverse student

population. Finally, the third
goal is to set up a greenhouse to
promote healthier eating habits.
With such a complex project, it
took each of the group members
doing their part to accomplish
this task. Mr. Lechisin was in
charge of the budget document
while Mr. Ridout took charge
of the curriculum review. Mrs.
Hagen-Salm and Mrs. Sauve
added to the team by writing
the narrative for the entire
project.
If chosen for the grant, the
project will start in October
2014. It will span three years,
meeting a new goal every year.
Good luck! We will all benefit
and it will make us all healthier.

Do you know the geography
of the world? Cameron Middle
School students do! The annual
Geography Bee was held two
weeks before Christmas break,
beginning with the classroom
rounds for each of the grades.
In the classroom elimination,
there were a total of seven
rounds to determine the top
three students for each grade.
From there, 12 students competed in the school-wide bee that
was held on Friday, January
10. In fifth grade, the classroom
winners were Nathan Getchell,
Frankie Pica, and Henry Huth.
In sixth grade, Lauren Heil,
Brice Klablunde, and Renae
Brion moved on. Seventh graders Payton Sevals, Brianna Crotteau, and Kyle Smith advanced.
The eighth graders advancing
were Madisyn Heggedahl, Kari
Helmer, and Gunner Wilder. In
the finals, a series of questions
were asked that involve the
geography of states, continents,
and countries. The students
continued to answer questions
until the final two were the only

Geo bee finalists. Those who advanced to the oral round of the Geography Bee are
(front row) Brice Klabunde, Henry Huth, Nathan Getchell, and Frankie Pica. Middle
row includes Payton Sevals, Gunner Wilder, Brianna Crotteau, and organizer Mr. Troy
LaVallie. Back row includes Madisyn Heggedahl, Lauren Heil, and Kari Helmer.

ones left standing. There were
three questions in the championship round, and whoever
answered more questions correctly became the winner. All of
the students did a great job and
should be proud of their talent,
regardless of the final standings.
After everything was said and
done, the winner then took a
70-question test which was sent
to the state level. The top 100
students throughout the state
will then qualify to compete
in the State Geography Bee in

Cameron champs. This year’s Spelling Bee organizer Mrs. Kim Sanborn congratulates runner-up Hannah Zimmerman and champion Aiden Torok after the Bee
ended.

Madison this spring. Cameron’s winners were Frankie
Pica in third place, Henry Huth
in second place, and Madisyn
Heggedahl in first place. We
wish Madisyn luck as she takes
the test that will be sent on to
the state level.
Another Bee that occurred this
winter was the annual Spelling
Bee. The written Spelling Bee
test was held in late December
with the top 12 students advancing to the oral round on
January 21, 2014. The top 12
included fifth graders Frankie
Pica, Ben Kajune, and Aiden
Torok; sixth graders Johnny
Getchell, Alyssa Fotiadis, and
Mikaya Byrne; seventh graders Makenna Watson, David
Meznarich, Hannah Zimmerman, and Kiara Kurtzhals; and
eighth graders Colin Davis and
Gunner Wilder.
Fifth grader Aiden Torok was
the champion for the Spelling
Bee, winning in the sixth round
of the bee with the word “wheedle.” He will now move on to
the CESA #11 District Spelling
Bee.

Elementary News
2014-15 kindergarten
registration meeting

Cameron Elementary has
begun compiling a list of
potential kindergarten students
for the 2014-2015 school year.
Any child who will be five
years old by September 1, 2014
is eligible to start kindergarten
in the fall.
Please call 715-458-4560
to schedule a time to attend
registration which will be held
Friday, March 14.

Track & Field Day

Cameron Elementary has
tentatively set May 23 as
Track and Field Day for the
2013-2014 school year. Track
events will take place on the
elementary school football field.
Events will begin for grades
1-4 on the football field at 12:15
and will end with the relays.
Kindergarten students will
participate in the 50-yard dash

at the start of Track and Field
Day. Track and Field Day is a
great tradition at our school, and
we know that students, parents,
other family members, friends,
and staff members look forward
to it each year.

Cameron 4-Year-Old
All Aboard Preschool

Cameron Elementary School has
begun compiling a list of potential
4-year-old kindergarten students
for the 2014-2015 school year.
Sites for the program include the
Cameron Elementary School and
Rice Lake Head Start. Head Start
is the Community Partner for the
4-year-old kindergarten program.
Children who will be four by
September 1, 2014, are eligible to
attend. Please call 715-458-4560
to register to receive enrollment
papers.
Registration night will be held at
the Cameron Elementary School
on Thursday, February 20, 2014,

Musically inclined

Reality check
from 4:00-5:30 p.m. Parents will
have an opportunity to register
and return enrollment papers for
4-year-old kindergarten programs
to be held at the Cameron
Elementary School and Rice Lake
Head Start.

Spring K-4 program

Spring Fling will be held on
Friday, April 11 at 1:30 in the
elementary gym. Students from
K-4 will be presenting music. Come
and enjoy our musical selections.

Summer school

Cameron Elementary Vacation
Education will be held during the
weeks of June 9 and 16. Summer
School meets Monday through
Friday from 8:30 until 11:45 a.m.
Registration forms will be sent
home with students the first week
of April. Cameron Elementary
Vacation Education is open to all
Cameron School District students
who are in grades K-5 during the
2013-2014 school year.

by Sidnie Wilder
Growing up is difficult.
Unfortunately, few people
are prepared to face the real
world, whether financially or
emotionally. Insurance, child
care, and house payments are
some of the everyday necessities
of adult life that teenagers don’t
always recognize. However,
by hosting the Reality Store,
Mrs. Cheryl Hopkins hopes to
make the adjustment to adult
responsibilities a bit easier.
A few weeks ago, students
were given the opportunity
to choose a career and roll a
dice to determine the number
of people in their imaginary,
future families. Once the latter
was organized, a monthly net
income was figured for each
student’s pretend household
before starting the journey at
the Reality Store, where the real

fun began.
First, each student visited a
banker who supplied him or her
with a checkbook and debit card.
Money in hand, the students
were faced with an array of
booths, ranging anywhere from
a place to purchase an auto to
a place to pay the phone bill.
Each station highlighted a real
life situation, such as clothes
shopping, where the students
had to decide the price range
they could afford on their
limited budgets. After making a
decision, a check was written to
the owner of the booth.
To make the store more
realistic, the booths were run by
experts in the field. Mrs. Melissa
Secraw, was one of four bankers;
Mrs. Gen Brion, owner/manager
at Brion’s Grocery in Cameron,
ran the grocery booth; and

by Cierra Jade
This past October, three
Cameron students took a trip
to Madison for the 2013 Middle
Level State Honors Music
Project. Nearly 1,300 students
across Wisconsin applied for the
chance to perform with some
of the best in the state. Out of
those who applied, only 316,
were selected. Three of them
were Cameron’s best. The
chosen students practiced in
Madison before performing a
concert. Freshman Ty Bernard
(who was in eighth grade when
applying in April, 2013) sang
in the choir with, now-eighthgrader, Isaac Timblin. Directed

The talented trio. Freshman Ty Bernard (left) and eighth-grader Isaac Timblin (center) sang in the State Honors choir this past October, while eighth-grader India Carpentier (right) performed in the State Honors band.

by Mr. Richard Bjella, the choir
sang many fun and challenging
songs. Eighth-grader, India
Carpentier, played trombone in
the band. Their selections were
directed by Mr. Sam Hazo.

Mrs. Beth Joosten, Cameron’s
choir teacher, and Mr.
Mike Joosten, Cameron’s
band teacher, are both very
proud of their students’
accomplishments.

Teamwork. Freshman Nick Delik returns to the auto booth to trade his car in for a cheaper one. He is given advice by volunteer Rick Meskers from Karl’s Chevrolet in Colfax, on
the best automobile to purchase.

Checkout time. Banker Stacey Smith
helps Daynen Paddock with her checkbook
after all the booths were visited.

Cameron officer Carey Strenke
roamed throughout the store,
randomly handing out tickets to
unsuspecting kids.
“I was really lucky I didn’t get
ticketed,” said junior Mikayla
Ehrich. However, Dani Jencks—
imaginary single mother of two—
was not as lucky. “I almost went
under my budget because of that,”
said Jencks, who finished the store
with less than ten dollars.
After all the deductions, each
student had to face the banker
once more. If he/she finished with
a positive income, the Reality Store
experience was officially over.
Unfortunately, a few individuals
went below their budgets and
had no other choice than to start
a second job. For some, this
was a crushing blow, showing
how important it is to stick to a
financial plan.
In the end, everyone survived
the one or two hours in the “real
world.” The authenticity of this
simulation proved to be an eyeopening experience for many kids,
who sometimes take day-to-day
budgeting for granted. Hopefully,
with the help of the Reality Store,
students are now better prepared
for the future.

Middle School News
Christie Mountain

Students in grades 5-8 will be
enjoying the slopes at Christie
Mountain on Friday, February
21. This field trip is a reward
for their good behavior this
year. Middle school personnel will chaperone this all-day
event. Students not attending
the trip will be involved in fun
activities at school that day.

Morningstar homework help program
Cameron Middle School has
a homework help program
M-F from 7:30-8:00 a.m. in
the CMS LMC. We have a
certified math teacher, Mrs.
Wieckowicz, available to help
all middle school students with
homework questions. During

A change for the better

by Mikayla Ehrich

this time, students can work
independently on homework
(complete work, study for
tests, etc.), get assistance with
homework, or work on other
skills they are struggling with.
Please call the middle school
office at 715-458-4560 if you
have any questions.

by Sidnie Wilder
Change can be hard to
handle, but one of the school’s
latest challenges has been
nothing but a success. As
many may have realized, the
School District of Cameron’s
website has recently received
a brand new makeover. While
the meaning and information
remain basically the same, the
layout itself has been improved
drastically.
As of early November, the
site has added quite a few
helpful features. Instead of a
jumbled calendar, three subpages have been created to
better organize the district’s
latest happenings. While an
event calendar is still available
to check upcoming sports
activities, a facilities and district

The techies. Mr. Getchell and Mr.
Metzger were the brains behind the new
look.

Latest news. The website homepage showcases the latest Cameron school news.

calendar were also added. The
facilities calendar posts practice
schedules and their locations,
which makes scheduling much
easier. Further, the district
calendar lists all future vacation
and in-service days in one easyto-access spot.
Another helpful update
is the staff directory, which
has been updated to allow
users to easily search for a
particular staff member. Now,
instead of scrolling through
lists of teachers’ names, the
operator can simply type in a
desired person and access their
information in a few clicks of
the mouse.
Finally, the website has
opened up a brand new way

Swoosh!

to shop for Cameron apparel.
By opening the “Comet Gear”
page, users can peruse the latest
clothing for sale at the store at
the high school. Even though
online shopping has not been
implemented into the design,
sizes and prices are posted so
the buyer knows in advance
what is available for purchase.
Overall, the new site is
much more than a pretty new
look. “My main goal was for
the website to become more
user friendly,” said Mr. Joe
Leschisin, who implemented the
latest design. With help from
the computer technicians—Mr.
Tim Getchell and Mr. Peter
Metzger. It is easy to see that
this change was for the better.

There’s just something about
basketball . . . Hoop dreams
start young and last throughout
a lifetime. Two recent events
on the Cameron court perfectly
illustrate this.
On Friday, December 20, varsity basketball coach Mr. LaVallie and his team hosted a freethrow competition for boys in
grades 3-4 and 5-8. Modeling
LaVallie’s challenge to strive to
continually improve, Cameron
High School’s team has been
an inspiration to the younger
basketball players, showing
them how hard they must work
to achieve at basketball. ”If you
work hard,” explained LaVallie, “you will achieve your goals
not only in basketball but also
in real life.”
The young ballers took
this advice to heart and put
on an amazing show for the
spectators. Joey Potvin was
the top shooter for 3-4 division
winner, and Logan Baribeau
was the winner for grades 5-8.
The winners were each given a
basketball, and they, along with
other students who attended the
game, had Comet basketballs
signed by this year’s team
members.

Taking the lead. After the game on Friday, December 20, the kids gather to get their
basketball signed by some of the varsity players.

This year’s
players, however,
are only a few of
the great talents
who have graced
the Comet court
over the years.
Recognizing the
love of Comet
fans for Comet
teams, Mr.
Winners! The volleyball tournament winners are Kendra
LaVallie and
Zych, Emily Kruger, Tiera Czyscon, Cassi Iserloth, Molly
volleyball coach Brion, Felicia Schuman, and Callie Huseth.
Mrs. Brion,
brought back some well-known incurred due to his illness.
oldies but goodies to the courts Two women’s volleyball teams
with the first alumni tournament rose to the challenge and battled
on January 4. There were a
back and forth, but it was the
total of seven alumni teams
recent graduates who overtook
who participated in the event.
the 1983 state team to claim
Proceeds from the tournament
the win. The championship
were donated to assist Brody
volleyball team consisted of
Hellendrung, the seventh grader Kendra Zych, Tiera Czyscon,
who is battling cancer, with costs Emily Kruger, Cassi Iserloth,
Molly Brion, Felicia Schuman,
and Callie Huseth.
Five teams battled for the
basketball championship, and
the team of Garrett Verdegan,
Andrew Beranek, Luke Larson,
Robbie Smith, Devon Brion, and
Kory Lutz won the final prize.
The first annual Cameron
Alumni Court Challenge,
which raised $700 for a good
Number one. The alumni tournament winners on Saturday, Janurary 4, 2014
cause, was a great time for
included (from left to right) Garrett Verdegan, Andrew Beranek, Luke Larson, Robbie
all--definitely a half-court
Smith, Devon Brion, and Kory Lutz.
SWOOSH!

