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Sensibilities

by LaToya Kellogg

Students from Mrs. Adams’
high school Parenting class took
a field trip to the elementary
school to help kindergarteners
learn more about their senses.
They set up five different
stations representing each
of the different senses that
the children learned about

Sniff ‘n tell. One kindergartener is trying to determine what is in the container.

previously.
In the hearing station, the
kindergarteners listened to
many different sounds and
explained what they heard.
They listened to running water,
someone brushing their teeth,
and a ringing alarm clock. At
the sight station they looked
at different activities which
included optical illusions and
looking at an after image. With
the after image, students stared
at a picture of a flag that has
black and green stripes with
black stars that have a yellow
background for two minutes.
When students would then look
up at a blank piece of white
paper, they saw the correct
colors of the flag. The station

set up for touch had concealed
items in sealed up pillowcases.
The kindergarteners then
had to tell what they felt
and then determined what it
was. At the taste station, they
had the opportunity to taste
food and rub it on the part
of their tongue to try and to
the test areas. For smell,they
sniffed orange extract, pickles,
garlic, and fabric softener and
identified what they were.
Mrs. Adams chose this activity
for her Parenting students so
they will be able to apply child
development concepts that they
had learned in class. Students
had a real-life experience on
how little kids really act and
how busy they can be.
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Race to the Top
by Jon Timblin
You may have recently heard
about the Race to the Top program that was created by President Obama to help states create better schools. All states are
eligible to apply for this grant
which is predicted to be around
$4.35 billion, although only a
few states will be granted these
funds.
There are requirements for the
spending of these funds. According to the Memorandum
of Understanding, which must
be signed by each district before consideration for funds is
granted, the schools must agree
to use the money towards four
main initiatives: standards and
assessments, data systems, effective teachers and principals,
and improving science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM).
All of these areas focus on
making schools more effective
in educating our next generation. A new idea that will be
implemented is the collection of
organized data on each individual student. Each student will
have an electronic file compiled
with all their test scores and
records. These records will be
kept in a data base that stays
with the student through graduation. Eventually, the hope is
that these files will be transfer-

Photo courtesy of Google Images.

Something to work towards. President Obama has been working to improve public
education through the Race to the Top grant.

able to schools across the nation
in case the student moves to
another school.
One factor that teacher unions
are having a problem with is
that in order to qualify for the
funding, states have to agree
that student scores may be
matched with their teachers and
can be used to judge the effectiveness of an individual teacher. Many teachers disagree with
this and say that they should
not be held responsible if a student is not willing to learn. On
the other hand, change must be
made in the quality of teachers
in some schools, and the federal
government believes that this

could be an effective way of doing just that.
So far the Cameron School
District has completed the first
step in signing and sending
in the Memorandum of
Understanding. If Wisconsin is
chosen to receive funding, the
district will have ninety days
to create a plan of work for the
use of the funds according to
the guidelines. If they choose to
further pursue this, a meeting
with community members and
staff will be called to discuss
future plans and whether or not
we want to complete part two of
the grant. Our race to the top is
just beginning.

District News
Open enrollment

Newsletter now on-line

Wisconsin’s inter-district public school
open enrollment program allows parents
to apply for their children to attend school
districts other than the one in which they
live. Parents are responsible for transporting
their children to and from school, unless the
student receives special education.
If the student’s IEP requires transportation,
the non-resident school district must provide for transportation to the non-resident
school. The Open Enrollment period for the
2010-2011 school year is February 1-19, 2010.
Parents must apply no earlier than February 1, 2010, and no later than February 19,
2010. Late applications will not be accepted
for any reason. The Open Enrollment application is now web-based and is best done
over the internet. Forms can be mailed to
those requesting them from the District Office at (715) 458-4560. For more information
on open enrollment please access the state
website at http://dpi.wi.gov/sms/psctoc.html,
or go to Cameron’s district website at
www.cameron.k12.wi.us.

The Distrct newsletter is available on-line
or by direct mail. To access the on-line
newsletter, please go to the District website
at www.cameron.k12.wi.us.
Residents who do not have internet access
can have a copy mailed to them. Please call
the Cameron High School office at 715-4584560 and ask to be added to the mailing list.
Those who wish to receive an email reminder with a link to the on-line newsletter
each time an issue is posted should please
call the Cameron High School office.

School Performance Report
The School District of Cameron’s School
Performance Report (SRP) is available
on-line at http://www.cameron.k12.wi.us.
Click on “Administration” at the top of the
homepage, then “Performance Report” to
go to the Wisconsin Department of Public
Instruction’s Cameron SPR website.
Those who would like a printed copy,
should call the District office at 715-458-4560.

Let the brigade begin

Let me hear the music
by Jon Timblin
As always, the Cameron
Middle School and High
School music departments
have been very busy and
hard at work. Recently Cameron High School sent five
students to Dorian at Luther
College, which is in Decorah,
Iowa. They were there for
three days where they learned
music, made new friends,
performed with the Nordic
Choir, and had a great time.
When Stephanie Smith was
asked about her favorite part
she replied, “It would have
to have been when we were
singing in practice and in the
performance. There were
over 1,300 voices so it literally
shook the walls.”
Along with there being a ton
of students there, there also
was a great diversity of backgrounds with the students

coming from five different
states.
The middle school had also
been busy with their middle
school drum ensemble.
Through this program Mrs.
Smith, the middle school
music teacher, has been
working with the students
to learn about different
rhythms. They have learned
where different beats have
come from, including American culture, Latin American
culture, and South American.
The students learn the beats
by first feeling them through
their bodies while listening
to the music and then trying to translate that into the
instruments.
As you can see Cameron is
working hard to ensure that
their students have a very
fulfilling musical experience.

Pretty poet. Sophomore
Taylor Dibble’s poem “Daddy” was selected as one of
high merit and was chosen
for publication by Creative
Communication.

Basketball phenoms. The traveling 7th grade girls’ basketball
team have had a fantastic season
so far winning many tournaments
throughout their season.

by Kendra Zych
Left, left, left, right, left!
That is what the Cameron
elementary and middle school
students thought as they
marched from the old library to
the new library carrying a load
of books. Throughout the day, a
couple classes at a time would
all hop on a bus and head over
to the new library. The students
started off by getting a “go
green” bag to put the books
into. Each student made three
trips from the old library to the
continued on page 3 Lending a helping hand. A group of sixth grade students waiting to empty their
bags full of books from the old library into the new library.

Faces in the news

Wow! The mass of students sing together after three days of practice at the
Dorian festival in Decorah, Iowa in January 2010.

All-state honors band. Middle
schoolers Megan Maresca and Sadie
Carpentier and high schoolers Chelsea Hoffman, Sarah Joosten, and Dan
Joosten were selected to the National
Band Association Wisconsin Chapter
All-State Band.

Dedicated Dostal

Toast for change!
by Liz Waskow
Have you heard of the movie
Freedom Writers? It is about a
teacher who gets a teaching job
in Los Angeles. The students are
not eager to learn and feel that
they will not be able to graduate
because of their pasts and their
families. Erin Gruwell teaches
the students to believe in
themselves and get along with
others. All end up graduating
and pursuing life goals.
Mr. Martin has had the
English I classes watch this
movie. This movie has helped
the students learn about the
history of relations, diversity,
and responsibility. The students
study Freedom Writers which
helps them learn how to write
diary entries, how to be a hero,
marketing and representation,
and vocabulary. Freedom Writers
is a movie that the students can

A toast! Freshmen Spencer Smith shares his goals with his English I class and toasts
to his future.

identify with.
The students enjoy learning
and watching the movie and
they feel that this is a good way
to learn. At the end of the three
weeks, the students have a Toast
for Change which gives the

Racin’ for his life

students a time to think about
their goals in life. They write
down and present their goals in
the front of a class while they
celebrate with bubbling apple
juice and a cake. The goals are
returned at graduation.

by Jami Aumann

What would you do if your
friend was fighting for his life
against a rare illness? CHS
junior Zach Manley is helping
his friend by helping raise
money for medical expenses.
Zach’s friend Adam Delfosse
is 15 years old and is a racecar
driver from Cumberland. He
races with Zach Manley and
has been racing since he was
about 12 years old. At the
end of October 2009, Adam
was diagnosed with choroid
plexus adenocarcinoma, a rare
central nervous system tumor
derived from the choroid plexus
epithelium.
Adam has been in and out of
hospitals for treatment. He had

PIcture courtesy of kopellah speedway

“I believe in education.”
This is the main reason that
Caroline Dostal has served on
the School District of Cameron’s
school board for 33 years
(and counting). Caroline and
another incumbent, Roger
Olson, will run unopposed for
the upcoming school board
election.
Some of the major changes
Caroline has noticed over her
years serving include half-day
kindergarten, then it went to
full days every other day, then
finally to full days every day.
She said those decisions were
hard ones to make as there were
parents with concerns about the
all day, every day kindergarten.
Now we added 4-year-old

kindergarten.
Other major changes were
when the high school/junior
high wing was built, when
the elementary school was
remodeled, and when the new
middle school was built. The
Cameron community showed
their support in each of these
endeavors.
Cameron also now serves
breakfast to help children get a
good start every day.
High school students were
first introduced to the computer
and now elementary students
are using them in many ways to
enrich their education.
Dostal is proud to serve the
District and stated that, “Our
students are fortunate to have

School Board Election
(SEC. 120.06 (8) (c))
Notice is hereby given to the qualified electors of the School
District of Cameron that on Tuesday, April 6, 2010, an election of
school board members will be held. Candidates for the school
board are as follows:
Roger Olson
Caroline Dostal
VOTE FOR TWO
Electors will vote in their regular polling places. Polls will be
open at 7:00 a.m. or at the time of opening of your local polling
place and close at 8:00 p.m. Dated this 18th day of January, 2010.
		
Theodore J. Zych, II, School Board Clerk

Picture courtesy of The Chronotype

School board success. Veteran school
board member, Caroline Dostal, celebrates
her 33rd year on Cameron’s school board.

a great and caring staff.” She
also feels that our large open
enrollment numbers say a lot
about our district.
Although Caroline has put a
lot into Cameron Schools, she
says the past 33 years have been
a very rewarding experience for
her, too. She has attended the
state school board conventions
and still attends local meetings
that are necessary for being a
dedicated school board member.
“I believe in kids and I believe
in education.” What more could
a district ask for?

Brigade (continued from page 2)
The racer. Adam Delfosse standing next to his car showing off a racing trophy.

radiation for twenty days and
has been going from Comstock
to Marshfield every day.
Zach has been trying to raise
money for Adam’s family
to help with the fight of this
cancer. Zach put posters on his
locker at school to tell students
about his friend. The Manleys
are also planning on having

a party in Adam’s honor,with
the money raised going to a
wonderful cause--to help pay
for Adam’s hospital bills.
Others are helping out, too.
Recently, there was a splitthe-pot raffle at a CHS boys’
basketball game. The winner
gave all of his winnings to
Adam. Kindness is all aournd!

Havin’ a little fun! Library volunteer,
Lynda Rogers, filled a student’s bag with
children’s books as they helped move into
the new library on January 8.

new library hauling children’s
books with them.
The library was closed during
the week of January 4-8, while
volunteers moved in the
furniture and books from the
old library. The new library
opened on Monday, January 11.

The hours are Monday-Friday
from 11 a.m.- 6 p.m. and on
Saturday from 10 a.m.- noon.
Thanks to all the volunteers
who battled the bitter cold
temperatures to make this move
possible! Our new library will
be a great place to visit and
learn. So march right in there
and start enjoying every inch
of our new, wonderful public
library.

Hoping for more

Eagle Scout among us

by Bradley Melton
On December 9, you probably
woke up to the sound of the
phone ringing, when answered
it was a recording of Mr. Braun
letting you know that it was
a snow day. The system that
called your house and the
houses of all the other students
and staff in the school district is
called the AlertNow System.
The way the AlertNow System
works is that Mr. Braun goes
online to the AlertNow website,
logs in, and chooses a recording
that he has previously recorded,
and tells the system to place
the calls. It places all of the
calls (up to 1175) within just 5
minutes and no calls take place
at the same time to prevent the
system from jamming up.
To create a new recording,
Mr. Braun calls the AlertNow
number and records the new

message. He tries to make
the recording between 20
– 30 seconds because if it is
shorter than 20 seconds some
answering machines won’t
record the message, but he
doesn’t want to make it longer
than 30 seconds because some
people might decide to hang up
after that long.
The system can be used for
school cancelations due to snow,
late starts, crisis situations,
and more. It has been used
for snow cancelations, as a
reminder to buy tickets for the
musical, and also as a reminder
for the athletic code meeting.
This system still has even more
potential that we have yet to
use.
So far, the system has had
a 94% call completion, which
means that 94% of the calls

Climbing the mountain

Call it in. The new AlertNow system
will call you to let you know when school
is canceled.

were either answered or it left
a message on an answering
machine. The other 6% weren’t
completed because the line was
busy, it was the wrong number,
or it didn’t work for some other
reason. With the 6% that aren’t
completed, a report is created
and the problems with those
numbers are resolved by the
school secretaries.

by Jami Aumann
The Climb to the Top was
part of a wellness program
initiated by Mr. Ridout which
encouraged Cameron teachers
and staff to exercise. It was a
competition among teams in
the three schools to see which
team could reach the top of Mt.
Everest first.
To start, teachers signed-up
and were put into teams. There
were seperate teams per school,
one team for the elementary
school, two teams for the
middle school, and one team
for the high school. Each team
was a different color. The high
school was blue, middle school
team one was red, second team
was green, and the elementary

Mt. Everest. The four teams exercised to see
who would reach the top of the mountain first.

school was orange. Each team
kept track of how much they
excercised each week. Then,
each team put all their team
members’ times together and
received a hundred feet per
hour of excercise. The end
goal for each team was to
accumulate 29,029 feet, the
highest peak of Mt. Everest.
To measure progress, they
used a chart consisting of a
little guy who would move
up a mountain. The first team
to reach the top would be the
winner.
Teachers who participated
enjoyed the challenge and were
motivated to exercise more
often.

Jacob Harriman, of Cameron,
was recently awarded Scouting’s
highest honor, Eagle Scout. His
Court of Honor ceremony was
held at Cameron Middle School
on December 12, 2009. Jacob is
the son of Brett and Dina Harriman who are all active members
of Troop 52 in Cameron, along
with his younger brother Justin,
who recently reached the rank
of 1st class.
His Eagle service project was
to build a formal disposal box
for the proper retirement of
American flags. It is in use and
located in front of the American
Legion post in downtown Cameron.   

Harriman, a junior at Cameron
High School, began his Scouting adventures as a Tiger Cub
and progressed to Cub Scout
Pack 52 at Cameron Elementary
School. On his way to Eagle
Scout, Jacob earned 36 merit
badges and held many leadership positions in Troop 52
including Patrol Leader, Quartermaster, OA Representative,
Senior Patrol Leader, and Troop
Guide. He remains very active
in the troop and in the Order
of the Arrow and is the Admin
Vice Chief with the Otyokwa
Lodge.
Through Harriman’s scouting
life, he has been an active out-

ArtScape on Main

We salute you. Jacob Harriman is
one of few students who achieve the
honor of Eagle Scout.

doorsman, camping, hiking
and canoeing across the state,
as well as on High Adventure
treks to Boundary Waters
Canoe Area and kayaking on
Lake Superior at the Apostle
Islands National Lakeshore.

by Emily Bolin
Five of our high school
students in Mrs. Topdahl’s
Advanced Art class were
invited to participate in
ArtScape on Main this past
December. They were required
to paint any subject in a 16x28
inch vertical format.
The students were Chelsea
Lammers, Ellen Reichert,
Kirsten Fox, Darrien Schutt,
and Annie Gil. These students
either did this on their own time
or they did them as a grade for
their class.
The boards were collected at
the end of January by the Main
Street Association. The students
will be able to get them back
temporarily to display them
in their art show in May at the
high school.
Congrats to our artists on
representing CHS in a unique
Ready to go! The artists are showing their finished paintings. Back row: Annie Gil,
Darrien Schutt, and Chelsea Lammers. Front row: Kirsten Fox and Ellen Reichert.
way.

On your mark, get set, spell!
by Justin Foss
Procrastinate. Havoc. Encyclopedia. Paint. What do
all four of these words have in
common? What these words all
have in common is that they are
all words that were used in this
year’s spelling bee. On January
13, those middle school stu-

dents interested in participating took a written spelling test
which determined who would
continue on to the oral spelling
test set for January 15. Thirty
five students made it past the
written test and went on to the
oral test.

Spontaneous spellers. Second place winner Sam Metropulos and first place winner
Jade Green sharing a congratulatory handshake with Vice President of NHS, Brett Gill,
and President of NHS, Taylor Huseth.

A new way of learning
The NHS students at Cameron
helped set up and organize the
spelling bee. They selected the
words to be spelled and corrected tests. The bee wouldn’t
be possible with out them.
After January 15, the spelling
bee winners were 7th graderLeslie Lyon in 3rd place, 6th
grader Sam Metropulos in second place and the 2010 Cameron spelling bee champion is 8th
grader Jade Green The winning
word was “straightforward.”
Everyone did a wonderful job
in participating in this year’s
bee. Jade Green is now eligible
to move on to the regional
round of the spelling bee which
will take place on February 17
in Turtle Lake. Good luck!

Bees all around
by Justin Foss
How many of you know
which state has the best climate
suitable for growing citrus
fruits? What if I narrowed it
down and gave you the choice
of either California or Maine?
Would you be able to answer?
This question, along with many
more just like it, is an example
of a question that would be
asked if you were participating
in The National Geography Bee.
This year is the 22nd annual
Geo Bee and Cameron has been
participating in it for the past
20 years. Students from 5-8
grade are allowed to participate.
Anyone can enter the contest
but only the students who have
a vast knowledge of geography,
culture and history can continue
on to the finals.

A champion from grades 5
and 6 and a champion from
grades 7 and 8 grade make it
past the preliminary rounds.
The classroom winners for
grade 5 are Jeremy Reed, Hannah Staley, and Daynen Paddock. The grade 6 winners
were Sam Metropulos, Gabrielle
Engel, and Brady Schoenecker.
The winners for the grade 7
class were Logan Seymour, Kyle
Swanson, and McKenna Sevals.
The 8th grade victors were Mike
Shore, Jose Guinto, and Lucas
Morgan. On January 11, the top
students from every class competed to try to claim the title of
the Cameron Geo Bee winner.
The results for this year were
Sam Metropulos in third place,
second place was Jeremy Reed

and coming in first was Hannah
Staley. Good job!
Now that the Cameron Geo
Bee finals are over, Hannah
Staley is able to complete
another test to see if she’s got
what it takes to qualify for the
state level Geography Bee.
Good luck to you, Hannah!

Geography geniuses. The 2010 Geography Bee Winners. From left to right: Sam
Metropulos (3rd place), Jeremy Reed (2nd
place), and in 1st place, Hannah Staley.

by Alicia Johnson
When students from
Cameron arrived to school after
Christmas vacation, six different
classrooms had something
new. Something was added
over Christmas break, a huge
electronic white board with
a projector. This object was
something six Cameron teachers
were very excited about.
Last year Mrs. Kuffel,
Cameron High school
mathematics teacher, had
someone come in, demonstrate,
and show some teachers about
a new electronic white board,
called an eInstruction Board.
Later in the year Cameron was
given a technology grant. To
use this grant Mr. Martin, Mrs.
Pica, Mrs. LaVallie, and Mr.
LaVallie went to a workshop on
using the Promethean Board.
The Cameron teachers showed
interest in these new boards and
were offered a 60-day trial using

the boards from the Promethean
World Company. According
to www.prometheanworld.
com the Promethean’s aim is to
unlock the potential of human
achievement in education and
training at all ages around
the world. This was done by
creating, developing, supplying,
and supporting leading edge,
interactive learning technology
and by encouraging the growth
of the world’s largest online
teacher community in this field.
Six teachers were allowed
to use the 60-day trial in their
classroom, to see if purchasing
would be a descision that the
school district would look into.
After Christmas break, Mrs.
Pica, Mr. Martin, Mrs. LaVallie,
Mr. LaVallie, Mrs. Sands, and
Mr. Scheu, had a new teaching
tool in their classrooms for a
60-day trial. On Wednesday,
January 6,, a representative from

the Promethean Company came
to the school for a day to teach
the teachers about these boards.
Students’ reactions to the new
Promethean boards were that
they were huge, something
fun to mess around with, along
with a new interesting way
of learning. Mr. Martin and
Mrs. Pica both agreed they
were excited about learning
to use this new tool, but yet
are overwhelmed at learning
everything it can do. Mr. Martin
believes that students can now
interact with texting answers,
along with enjoying a new
way of learning online. Mrs.
Pica thought the board would
help with participation and
interaction.
Mr. Martin and Mrs. Pica both
hope to keep the board after the
60-day trial. They plan on using
the board a lot in teaching the
curriculum and for activities.

Teachers in class. Wednesday, January 6, six teachers have a day of learning when a representative from the Promethean Company came
and taught the teachers how to use their Promethean Boards.

Elementary News
Kindergarten registration Track & Field Day
Kindergarten registration for
the School District of Cameron
will be held on March 25, 2010
from 8:00 a.m. to approximately
3:00 p.m. Wisconsin law states
that a child who is five years
old by September 1 may attend
kindergarten. Please call 715458-4560, Ext.5600 to schedule
a time to attend Kindergarten
Registration and receive your
“Kindergarten Packet”. Please
note, this registration time is for
parents to attend, not incoming
kindergarteners.

On Thursday, May 27, 2010,
Cameron Elementary will hold
its Track and Field Day. Track
events will take place on the
elementary school football
field. Events will begin for
grades 1-4 on the football field
at 12:15 p.m. and will end
with the relays. Kindergarten
will participate in the 50-yard
dash at the start of Track and
Field. Track and Field is a great
tradition at our school, and we
know that
students,
parents,
Summer school
other family
Cameron Elementary Vacation members,
Education will be held during the friends, and
weeks of June 7 and 14. Summer staff members look forward to it
school meets Monday through
each year.
Friday from 8:30 a.m. until 11:45
a.m. Registration forms will
4-K registration
be sent home with students the
Cameron Elementary
first week of April. Cameron
School has begun compiling
Elementary
a list of potential 4-year-old
Vacation
kindergarten students for the
Education is
2010-2011 school year. Sites
open to all
for the program include the
Cameron School District students Cameron Elementary School,
who will be in grades K-5 during Dallas Head Start, and Rice
the 2010-2011 school year.
Lake Head Start. Head Start

Who mentored you?

Pass it on. Mentor a child.
You don’t need special skills-just a willingness to listen,
offer encouragement, and share
what you have learned about
life.
It is hard to imagine a more
powerful gift to a child than
to have an “extra” caring and
supportive adult in their life.
It is through the mentoring
relationship that lives are trans-

formed.
Help a young person see
your values in action by
spending one hour a week
forming a relationship.
Please consider volunteering as a mentor. If you are
a current mentor or have
mentored with Kinship in the
past, thank you. The youth
in the Rice Lake and Cameron
communities are waiting for a

is the community partner for
the 4-year-old kindergarten
program. Children who will
be four by September 1, 2010
are eligible to attend. Please
call 715-458-4560,
Ext. 5600 as soon
as possible to
arrange to receive
registration
papers.
Registration night
Cameron Elementary School
All Aboard Preschool Room
Thursday, February 18, 2010
4:00-5:30 p.m.
Parents will have an
opportunity to register for
4-year-old kindergarten
programs to be held at Cameron
Elementary School, Dallas
Head Start, and Rice Lake Head
Start. Parents need to bring
their child’s birth certificate and
immunization record. Head
Start applicants will also need
to bring income verification.

Spring fling

Spring fling will be held on
April 23 at 1:30 p.m. in the CES
gym. Students from K-4 will be
presenting music. Come and
enjoy our selections!

mentor. It could be you!
Call Kinship at 234-1995 or
email us at kinship@charter.
net to find out how you can
help.
We look forward to hearing
from you.

Middle School News
Christie Mountain ski trip
Students in grades 5-8 will be
enjoying the slopes at Christie
Mountain on Friday, February
26. This field trip is a reward for
their good behavior this year.
The Civic Club and student

council will help fund the trip.
Middle school personnel will
chaperone this all-day event.
Students not attending the trip
will be involved in fun activities
at school that day.

A parent’s guide to the teen brain
Everyone knows the importance of guiding and nurturing toddlers, whose brains are
developing extremely fast. But
what about the development of
the teen brain? We’re now learning that adolescents go through
a similar wave of major development. From ages 13 to about age
25, a cut back and strengthening
process is happening in their
brains. During that time, the
brain cells and neural connections
that are used the least get cut
away and die off; those that are
used the most get stronger.
This new knowledge about
adolescent brain development
explains why it’s so important
for parents to encourage teens to

Book fair, 2009
Students in Mrs.
Jilek’s 7th grade
reading class
enjoyed a “day at
the movies” with
their book fair.
Students were allowed to dress up
as their favorite
movie character
and take a trip to
the book fair in
the LMC. It was a
neat way to encourage reading .

have healthy activities: the more
time your teen spends learning
music or a sport, the stronger
those brain connections get.
This period in a teen’s life—
when the brain is rapidly changing and most vulnerable to outside influences—is when youth
are most likely to experiment
with drugs and alcohol. Why?
One reason may be because the
brain region that’s responsible
for making complex judgments
won’t be fully mature until
around age 25, and therefore, is
prone to being overpowered by
the emotional or impulse regions
that are more mature. Scientists believe this part of teenage
brain development explains why

young people sometimes use poor
judgment and don’t have good
impulse control.
Because of the huge changes
happening in the teenage brain, it’s
possible that a poor decision your
teen makes now may affect them
for life. Brain scans, for instance,
have linked alcohol abuse with
decreased memory functioning!
The Barron County Safe & Stable
Families Coalition wants to remind
parents that they are the most
powerful influence in their child's
choice to not drink alcohol underage – start talking before they start
drinking!
To read this full article or for
more information, go to www.
drugfree.org.

