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Safety first

School District Kuffel named Barron County’s school liason
by Hannah Bailey

School shootings, bomb threats,
drugs, and violence--these are all
dangers that schools in America
face every day. Being residents of
small town Cameron, Wisconsin, we
typically don’t deal with these acts
on a daily basis. However, dedicated
to proactive crime prevention in
school, the Barron County Sherriff’s
Department appointed David Kuffel
to be the Barron County School
Joseph Leschisin
District Administrator
Resource Deputy for all the districts
715-458-5600
in Barron County. Mr. Kuffel began
jleschisin@cameron.k12.wi.us
this new position on January 5,
2015.
John Meznarich
High School Principal
Mr. Kuffel has been working
715-458-5900
for the Barron County Sheriff’s
jmeznarich@cameron.k12.wi.us
Department for over 18 years
and has held numerous positions
Thomas Spanel
Middle School Principal
including Patrol, Investigations,
715-458-5810
and Narcotic Investigations. Kuffel
tspanel@cameron.k12.wi.us
will be visiting different schools
throughout the county, including,
Patricia Schroeder
Elementary School Principal but not limited to Rice Lake High
715-458-5710
School, Wisconsin Indianhead
pschroeder@cameron.k12.wi.us
Technical College in Rice Lake,
and the University of WisconsinBarron County and others. To cover
the expense of this position, each
of the schools will be contributing
$2,000 to $6,000, or about 30
percent of the cost of the program.
Chris Fitzgerald, the Barron County
Sheriff, was awarded a $10,000
grant to pay for the position, and
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the county will be
paying for the other
Inside this
60 percent.
issue:
According to the
2 - 4 District
Barron County’s
press release, Kuffel
5 - 7 Elementary
is hoping to bridge
school news
some gaps between
8 - 9 Middle
the students and their school news
perception of law
10-11 High
enforcement. He
wants to show them school news
that the police are
here to help, as well as enforce laws.
He plans on assisting the schools in
any drug-related issues with students
and will try to prevent any of these
from reaching our schools. The
addition of Officer Kuffel not only in
our school, but the schools around us,
will ensure the safety of students.

All smiles. David Kuffel is our new school
liason for Barron County.

Our school . . . where staff, students excel and parents, community care.
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Open enrollment
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Wisconsin’s inter-district public
school open enrollment program
allows parents to apply for their
children to attend school districts
other than the one in which they
live. This includes parents who wish
to open enroll their children into
virtual charter school programs
in other districts. Parents are
responsible for transporting their
children to and from school,
unless the student receives special
education. If the student’s IEP

requires transportation, the nonresident school district must provide
for transportation to the nonresident school.
The open enrollment period
for the 2015-2016 school year is
February 2-April 30, 2015. Parents
must apply no earlier than February
2, 2015, and no later than 4:00 p.m.
on April 30, 2015. Late applications
will not be accepted for any reason.
The application is now webbased, and the use of the on-line

application is highly recommended.
The link to the on-line application
form is http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/sms_
psctoc.
Paper forms can be mailed to those
requesting them from the district
office at (715) 458-5604.
For more information on open
enrollment, please access the state
website at http://sms.dpi.wi.gov/
sms_psctoc or the Cameron School
District website at www.cameron.
k12.wi.us.

The Cameron Area Scholarship
Foundation has elected to redirect
a portion of monetary assets from
Certificate of Deposit to long-term
investment options. They will be
putting out a Request for Proposal
for local financial/investment
advisors to put a bid in. If you are

or know of someone who would be
interested, please email Kim Sanborn
(ksanborn@cameron.k12.wi.us),
CASF secretary, to let us know of
your interest so we can be sure to
get you the information when it
becomes available.
The foundation is also looking

for interested community members
that would like to take an active role
with the Cameron Area Scholarship
Foundation. Contact Kim
Sanborn, (ksanborn@cameron.k12.
wi.us), if you are interested in this
opportunity. These scholarships help
out students with college expenses.

by Hauke Carstens
With the building of the new elementary school and changes in the
middle and high schools, the District
also updated the security system.
School doors are locked now every
morning, and anyone who wants to
enter after that has to buzz in with
the new system, called the A-phone.
The secretaries also have the ability
to lock all doors with one button.
This is tied into the PA system and
in case of a lockdown, a message will
automatically be broadcast.
This wasn’t the only update to the
PA system. It is also tied into the
school network, which allows the
teachers to make all-calls districtwide with the phones in their room.

Another big upgrade are the new
doors. These doors are connected
to an app/program to schedule the
opening of doors or unlock/lock
the doors.The lock on these doors
doesn’t work with a normal key anymore. The new keys are fobs. These
fobs can be programmed and deactivated individually.
The last upgrade is the cameras.
The principal can now look at the
cameras 24/7, and the video from
the cameras is recorded.“These
updates make the School District
of Cameron safer and allow better
communication in case of emergencies,” says District Administrator Joe
Leschisin.

Scholarships

Staying safe in Cameron’s School District

Buzzin’ in. High school secretary Mrs. Trowbridge shows how to use the new A-phone at CHS.
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District– continued
Meet the candidates

District residents will be asked to
vote for school board members on
April 7, 2015. The terms of Don
Rappel and Allen Breeden will expire
in April, 2015. Those who have filed
papers to run for these school board
seats are Allen Breeden, Brandon
Olson, and Don Rappel. Below
is a bit of information about each
candidate. Please vote in April!

Allen Breeden

I currently work as a Systems
Specialist for Great Lakes Higher
Education Corporation in Eau
Claire. I have four children and
eight grandchildren (with one more
due in March.) I love spending time
with my family and camping.
My reason for wanting to be on
the school board is to make sure
that we are utilizing technology in
the most efficient and effective ways
possible within the school district.
Also to make sure that our students
are introduced to the technologies

of today and tomorrow, to prepare
them for the changing world.

Brandon Olson

I am a financial advisor with LPL
Financial located at Dairy State
Bank. I enjoy spending my free
time with my wife and children, as
well as being outdoors and hunting.
I am a member of the Cameron
Area Scholarship Foundation and a
volunteer firefighter for the Cameron
Fire Department. I also had the
privilege to serve on the District’s
Ad Hoc Committee for the school
referendum and was a member of
the School District of Prairie Farm
School Board. My background in
finance and previous committee
and school board membership have
provided me with a set of skills that
will be an asset to the School District
of Cameron and the community it
serves. And with young children
in school, I have a vested interest
in the direction of the District. It is

Don Rappel

I am a retired teacher who taught
in the Cameron School District for
35 years. I am presently finishing
my first term on the Cameron
School Board. I have enjoyed
my time on the School Board
and am proud of what has been
accomplished in the past three years.
I would like to continue to serve
on the Board and help the school
district in the long-range planning,
expanding our technology, and most
importantly, making the educational
experience as positive as possible for
our students.

Poster winners

Amazing athletes

Congrats, McKenzie. On January 26,
2015, awesomeness strikes again when
McKenzie Otto scored her 1,000th point
of her basketball career. Only five other
players have accomplished this at CHS!.

important to invest time and effort
into the youth of our community,
and I appreciate the challenges that
come with being a member of the
school board. I look forward to
working with community members,
school administration and staff,
and other school board members if
elected.

Congrats, Chloe. On January 15,
2015, basketball stand-out Chloe
Wanink scored her 2,000th point of
her basketball career.

Lions Club poster winners. Meghan
Fostvedt, (winner and advances to the
district competition), Kylee Simonson
(1st place),Carter Richter (2nd place),
Kiarrah Flug (hon. mention) were the
winners of the poster contest. Also, Mr.
Borstad’s class participated in the Lion’s
Peace Poster Contest. The theme this year
was “Peace. Love. Understanding.”
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District– continued

Cameron’s got talent
by Rachel Bartsch
Members of the community shared
their many talents on Saturday,
January 31 at the bi-yearly Variety
Show held in the Middle School
Auditorium. Organized by high
school music teachers Mrs. Beth
Joosten and Mr. Mike Joosten, the
show featured 12 acts by students,
staff and alumni. Acts ranged from
serious demonstrations of talent to
hilarious feats of comedy. Among
the performers were juniors Emily
Gilles and Jared Santana. Their act
consisted of Emily’s reading of the
poem “The Little Ballerina”, while
Jared performed an interpretive
dance . . . in a fluffly pink tutu.
“We wanted to break up the serious
acts with a little comic relief,” Jared
explained. “I think it worked pretty
well,” he added.
Besides featuring the multitalented student body and
community, the Variety Show served
as two separate fundraisers. Proceeds
from ticket sales were generously
donated by the Music Department
to the family of Kyle Pokallus. Kyle,

class of 2011, was an active part of
the music program while in high
school.
On December 23, 2014, Kyle
suffered a skiing accident. He
was found unconscious off the
trail where he and his family were
enjoying the winter weather. Variety
Show proceeds totaling $1,310 will
support his family through this
emotionally and financially troubling
time.
Behind the curtains, Senior
Rachel Bartsch organized her
National Honor Society fundraiser
benefiting the Cameron Music
Program. In an innovative attempt
to bring the community together,
Rachel offered “commercial space”
during the Variety Show to local
businesses. “Commercials” consisted
of either a jingle, performed by the
Jazz Choir, or a skit, performed by
the National Honor Society. “My
favorite jingle that we came up with
was the Tractor Central ad we set to
“Come Home” by One Republic,”
said junior Rachel Hanson. “We

also used “Don’t Stop Believin’” by
Journey for Moberg Electric’s ad and
we had a lot of fun with it.”
The fundraiser raised $465 for
the Music Program. The funds will
be used to purchase new Jazz shirts
and to support students in musical
ventures outside of school.

In the elementary school, there are
two student teachers, Alyssa Aubart
and Amanda Jainta. Alyssa is happy
to be in Mrs. Schmidt’s classroom.
Amanda Jainta will be starting her
student teaching with Mrs. Wintrone. In the choir room, Mrs.
Joosten welcomed Melissa Anderson.
Kari Barta was the student teacher
for sixth grade teacher, Mr. Moon.

Mrs. Pacholke is the Spanish teacher
at Cameron and has had the company of Lauren Woods this year in her
classroom. Mr. Joosten welcomed
Elliot Rittenberry to the band room
2nd semester.
The students and teachers here in
Cameron are happy to be a part of
the journey.
We wish them all good luck!

Student teachers at Cameron

Big Green Tractor. Members of the Cameron
Jazz Choir (Rachel Hanson, Laura Geiger,
Rachel Bartsch, Hannah Nelson, and Emily
Gilles) perform a jingle purchased by Tractor
Central. They were one of 11 jingles and skits
purchased by local companies.

The event sponsors express their
gratefulness to the community for
supporting Kyle and his family
alongside the Music Program.

by Leslie Lyon

It is always nice to gain new experiences! Cameron School District
has welcomed six new people to the
classroom this year to experience the
life of teaching. Kari Barta, Lauren
Woods, Alyssa Aubart, Amanda
Jainta, Elliot Rittenberry, and
Melissa Anderson are the student
teachers welcomed to Cameron this
year.

Comet Connection
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Elementary School Information
4K registration
Child Find Day

K registration

Four-year-old All Aboard Preschool registration will be held
February 26, 2015 from 4:00-5:30
p.m. Sites for the program include
the Cameron Elementary School
and Rice Lake Head Start. Head
Start is the Community Partner for
the 4-year-old kindergarten program.Children who will be four by
September 1, 2015, are eligible to
attend.Please call 715-458-4560 to
receive registration papers.

Cameron Elementary School will
hold a Child Find Day on Friday,
March 20, from 10:00 a.m. - 1:00
p.m. at the school. The purpose is to
screen children, ages 2 1/2 - 3 1/2,
who may have a delay in speech, motor skills, behavior, or general development. Families can contact the elementary school at 715-458-4560 to
schedule an appointment. There is no
cost for the screening. The screening
will also include hearing screening.

Spring Fling

Spring Fling will be held on Friday, April 10 at 1:30 in the elementary gym.
Students from K-4 will be presenting music. Come and enjoy our musical
selections.

Registration for 2015-2016
kindergarteners will be Thursday,
March 5, 2015, from 4:00-5:30
p.m. The school has begun compiling a list of potential kindergarten
students for the 2015-2016 school
year. Families of district students
eligible to attend kindergarten for
the 2015-2016 should contact the
office at 715-458-4560 for registration forms. Children need to be five
years old by September 1, 2015.

Students teaching students
by Ellie O’Flanagan
With the elementary and high
schools being in separate buildings,
sometimes it’s hard for the older and
younger Cameron students to work
together, but there are a few special
times a year that high school and
elementary students get a chance to
hang out with each other.
On Monday, November 24,
kindergarteners were welcomed into
the high school library for some fun,

educational games, and activities.
This fun day was hosted by the high
school parenting class, taught by
Mrs. Laurie Adams, along with other
high school volunteers.
The day started out with a
Thanksgiving-related activity. The
children were given brown paper
vests to decorate with Native
American symbols. High school
volunteers aided them through this

Ready for Christmas. Mrs. Grilley’s kindergarten class decorates Christmas trees as they prepare
for the holidays in the elementary lunch room on December 1.

activity, which taught kindergartners
more about how the holiday came to
be. The kids enjoyed decorating and
wearing their vests.
Next, they played games. Some
children played JENGA, a game
requiring technique and skill.
Others practiced their memory
skills in none other but the game of
MEMORY. The third game being
played was GO FISH.
Then, on Monday, December 1,
the parenting class paid a visit to
the elementary school. There, they
helped the kindergarteners get into
the Christmas spirit by decorating
Christmas trees that were drawn on
green construction paper.
Overall, the parenting students
gained some real-life experiences.
After learning about children in
class, it is helpful to actually get to
interact with them.
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Elementary School – continued

Feliz Navidad

by Hailey Eckstrom
An exciting new activity took place
this year at CES to spread knowledge
about Christmas traditions in
different countries. The CHS
Spanish club students taught the
younger children cultural differences
and how Spanish people celebrate
Christmas. They taught through
stories, songs, food, and games that
are traditionally a part of Christmas
in Spanish households.
The food the kids got to try
included “tres leches”, a moist cake
made with three different kinds of
milk. “Orchata”, a rice milk, was also
brought to drink.
The games, which were played
using the Spanish language included
Duck, Duck, Goose, and Musical

Chairs. The Christmas song “Feliz
Navidad,” along with a few other fun
songs, were also sung in Spanish.
Senior Brooke Hom’s favorite
part was the games. “The kids had
so much fun playing, which was
awesome to see after spending the
time planning the day. I hope that it
becomes a tradition here at Cameron
Elementary,” said Brooke.
Andrew Myers was in charge
of planning the activities. “My
favorite part was making the food.
All the kids really seemed to enjoy
everything they got to try,” said
Myers. Mrs. Pacholke, advisor of the
Spanish Club, was the mastermind
behind the event. “This was a great
opportunity for the Spanish Club to

Full with festivity. The kids were able to try
a variety of foods that are popular in Spanish
culture. “Tres leches” was their favorite, as they
all requested seconds.

teach younger students about this
season. It’s great to see the smiles on
the faces of the kindergarten and HS
students,” said Pacholke.

Gingerbread with first graders
by Brooke Hom
“Run, run, as fast as you can.
You can’t catch me; I’m the

Gingerbread joy. Senior FBLA member Garret
Schleis is having fun handing out frosting to the
younger students.

gingerbread man!” On December
5, FBLA members went over to
the elementary school to make
gingerbread men with the first-grade
students. Their activities involved
reading The Gingerbread Man to
the students and helping decorate
gingerbread men.
Two FBLA members read to the
first graders while the other FBLA
members were setting up. The
students were very good listeners and
were excited to learn more about the
Gingerbread Man since they had
been learning about him that week.
After the book was finished, the
students were handed a gingerbread
man, frosting, and sprinkles to make
a gingerbread man of their own.

The high school students walked
around the tables, made sure
everyone was having fun, and
interacted with the younger students.
Everyone enjoyed themselves.
The first graders always look up to
older kids and love it when they
get to spend time with them. After
everyone had finished eating cookies,
drinking milk, and walking back to
the classrooms, the FBLA members
began the clean-up. “We were
covered in frosting, sprinkles, and
gingerbread joy at the end of the
day!” said first grade teacher Mrs.
Liedl-Rykal. FBLA members swept
the floors, washed the tables, and
ensured that there was no sign of the
messy adventure.

Comet Connection
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Elementary School – continued

Almost there . . .
by Sam Gerland
There has been a lot happening
with the construction in the
Cameron School District. Many
things have been completed and
worked on since the last update.
The elementary school has been
a work in progress since June of
2014. “We are still on track to have
the school finished for the 20152016 school year,” states District
Administrator Joe Leschisin. The
brutal cold weather has only slightly
hindered the construction around
the district.
The construction staff has been
working long hours to meet the
goals of the completion; snow and
ice won’t keep them from doing their
job. Most of the rooms have portable
heaters. Most areas in the building
are warm enough to just wear a
jacket.
The safety of the crew is a top
priority; they have not been
working on the roof or outside
block construction in below-zero
conditions.

Making headway. The progress on the elemantary school is going very well and will be finished
for the start of the 2015-2016 school year.

Crews are making good progress
on the heating and ventilation
ductwork. Water and electrical
systems have made significant
progress in the past month, as well.
They are scheduled to be completely
finished and ready for use by the
middle of August. Classroom walls
still need to be built and insulated.
The final touches will need to
wait until spring. This includes
the playground area. Special turf
for under the equipment will
be installed to make safer for all
students. The substance is firm,
but when walked on, it feels like a
sponge. This decreases the likelihood
One of many. This worker is hauling lumber
of injury due to falls and creates a
in the cold weather to work on the inside of the
softer play space for the children.
building.

The baseball and softball field will
be ready for the 2016 season. Due
to the weather, the fields will not be
ready for the coming season.
The high school construction is
completed. Mrs. Beth Joosten is
moved into the new choir room,
Mr. Jeff Ladd is now in his new
agriculture room, and all other
minor construction has been
completed. All is well in the high
school.
We are all patiently watching
and waiting for the rest of the
construction to be finished on the
new elementary school. It seems to
change every day.
An open house will be scheduled
at a later date.
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Middle School
Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon week was held October 27- 31. The mission of the Red
Ribbon Campaign® is to present
a unified and visible commitment
towards the creation of a DRUGFREE AMERICA. All CMS students were invited to take a pledge
to remain alcohol and drug free. Students who took the pledge received a
Red Ribbon wrist band to wear during the week and were entered into
a drawing for free Cameron Comets
T-shirts. Over 75% of our students
took the pledge to be alcohol and
drug free! Way to go, Cameron
Middle School students!

Red Ribbon Week winners. Mrs. Andrea Pearson presents T-shirts to the winners. Kristen
Oliver, Brandon Groskopf, Isabelle Thomson, Preston Scott, and Zawadi Hester were the lucky
winners.

The Cameron Middle School
LMC staff, Mrs. Longmire and Mrs.
Voelker, hosted the twelfth annual
Scholastic Book Fair during the
week of parent/teacher conferences,
November 13. Students, parents,
and community members were
invited to enter the “kingdom of
books”.
The main motivation for hosting
the Fall Scholastic Book Fair is
providing access to a variety of new
reading materials for students. The
added benefit through Scholastic is
that it is also a built-in fundraiser.
The school receives a percentage of
all purchases back in the form of

Scholastic money. These funds are
then used to purchase books for the
annual Cameron Book Swap, which
is similar to the elementary school’s
Reading is Fundamental (RIF)
program, where every student in
the school is able to select a book in
April to keep for their own.
“Though we collect donated books
from students, there often times is
a shortage, so the LMC staff uses
the Scholastic money raised through
the Fall Scholastic Book Fair to
supply a larger variety and quantity
of books for all our middle school
students to choose from during the
Spring Book Swap,” explained Mrs.

Book fair fun

READ! Keenon Blue and Tanner Gerber pick out great books from the Book Fair.

Longmire. Our students and local
businesses were generous and assisted
in raising $540 for the All for Books
Program. Our local businesses who
donated include: Bob & Steve’s BP
Amoco, Budget Barn Furniture,
Brion’s Grocery, the Cameron Civic
Club, Chronotype Publishing Co,
Community Bank of Cameron,
Sweetwater Sanitation, Lake 7,
Lakeland Cooperative, Stone Oven
Pizzeria, Taco John’s, Perkins, Papa
Murphy’s, and Wal-mart. This means
that the following organizations will
receive an equal part of the raised
funds: Kids in Distressed Situations,
National Center for Family Literacy,
and Toys for Tots. Parents and
community members who stopped
in to check out the fair were able to
enter into a drawing for a $10 gift
card for Lakeland Cooperative. Traci
Paul and Jennifer Krahenbuhl were
our two winners. Our end total sales
topped our goal of $3,000, which
will grant the LMC $1,600 for
purchasing books for students.
Thanks for everyone’s help!
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Middle School – continued
Homework help
Morningstar Homework Help
program is in full swing. We offer
help from 7:30 to 8:00 a.m. every
morning in the MS LMC. If you
have any questions, please call the
office at 715-458-5810.

Christie Mountain
Christie Mountain Field Trip will
be February 26, 2015. Please be sure
to get your permission form filled
out, have your payment attached and
turned in to Mrs. Huseth by February 12, 2015.

Bee geniuses
by McKenna Sevals
What is the state capital of Arkansas? Which country has the largest
population in the world? These are
similar to questions that challenged
students in the middle school Geography Bee.
In every middle school history
class, the students participated in
seven rounds of seven questions.
After the seven rounds, the students
who had answered the most questions correctly advanced to the
school-wide Bee. Each homeroom
had one winner making the final
round, which consisted of 12 particpants.The classroom winners were
5th graders, Reagan Bartsch, Tommy
Quinn, and Rachel Larson; 6th

Top dogs. The winners smile proudly with
Mr. LaVallie after the Bee. Left to right: Mr.
LaVallie, Frankie Pica (3rd place), Dawson
Rich (1st place), and Ethan Komp (2nd place).

graders, Frankie Pica, Ethan Komp,
and Richard Murphy; 7th graders,
McKenzie Kohel, Preston Scott, and
Dawson Rich; and 8th graders, Ken
Banky, Grace Vincent, and Cody
Shultz. These winners participated
in the Bee in the auditorium and
were asked a series of questions.
Once the hard-fought battle of wits
was over and the dust settled, the
three students that came out on top
were Frankie Pica (3rd place), Ethan
Komp (2nd place), and Dawson
Rich (1st place). Dawson will take
a qualifying test and send it to the

National Geography Society to be
scored and see if he qualifies for the
State Geography Bee.
The seventh and eighth grade social studies teacher, Mr. Troy LaVallie, has been running the Geography
Bee for the past three years. “I think
it is beneficial to students because it
gives them an opportunity to show
their knowledge of world geography,” said Lavallie, when asked why
he does this for the kids.
Congratulations to all the winners,
and good luck to Dawson as he takes
the qualifying test!

Super spellers

CMS has some super spellers!
During the week of January 20, all
CMS students were given the same
spelling quiz. Finalists earned a
score of seven out of ten or higher.
Finalists who competed in the Spell
Off on January 22 were McKenna
Watson, Jekiah Manor, Jonathan
Getchell, Aiden Torok, and Frankie
Pica. In the end, McKenna Watson
took home the first place honors.
Frankie Pica and Aiden Torok tied as
the second place winners. McKenna

will compete in Turtle Lake on
February 18 for regional competition. Good luck, McKenna.

Spelling wizards. The top three spellers
at CMS this year are Aiden Torok (tied
for 2nd place), Frankie Pica (tied for 2nd
place), and McKenna Watson (1st place).
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High School
ACT high school assessments
This year, schools in Wisconsin
are assessing all students in the 9th,
10th, and 11th grades using ACT
examinations as a part of school
accountability. The assessments
will be as follows:
*ACT Aspire Early High School
Assessment will be administered to
students in grades 9 and 10 in the
spring (more information about
the specific dates will be provided
later). The Aspire assesses student
readiness in English, math, reading,
science, and writing using an online
assessment.
*The ACT Plus Writing Assessment
will be administered to all students
in grade 11. The assessment
consists of tests in English,
math, reading, and science plus
a 30-minute essay test designed

Forensics dates

to measure writing skills. This
is a paper/pencil test. Because
this test is a part of Wisconsin’s
accountability system, all students
are required to take it – even if they
have previously taken the ACT.
If they choose to, students will
be able to use the score from this
test for college applications, etc.
The testing date for all Wisconsin
students is March 3, 2015. Please
mark this date on your calendar.
(The state make-up testing date will
be March 17, 2015.)
*ACT WorkKeys will be
administered to all students in
grade 11. ACT WorkKeys is
an applied skills assessment that
helps students compare their skills
to the skills jobs require. This
paper/pencil test consists of three

Saturday, February 14: Baldwin-Woodville
Thursday, February 19: Rice Lake

assessments: Locating Information,
Reading for Information, and
Applied Mathematics. Depending
on how well the student performs,
he/she can earn a National Career
Readiness Certificate (NCRC)
at four possible graduated levels:
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.
Employers can use the NCRC to
help ensure that candidates they
are considering for employment or
training have the foundational skills
to be successful. The testing date for
all Wisconsin students is March 4,
2015. Please mark this date on your
calendar. (The state make-up testing
date will be March 18, 2015.)
Questions? Contact John
Meznarich, high school principal at
715-458-5900 or
jmeznarich@cameron.k12.wi.us.

Saturday, March 14: EC Regis
Friday & Saturday, April 17 & 18 State Madison

Art students use their talents
by Crystal Gillett

The art students are using their
talents for a good cause. Not only are
they creating their own personal art
pieces, but now they are using their
talents to help a good cause. High
school artists are making clay bowls
for Feed My People food bank. It is
a new project for the Cameron art
class, and everyone is very excited
about it.
The students are going to be
sculpting the bowls, decorating and
glazing them. Once they are complete, we will donate them to an organization to be sold at a fundraiser.
The organization supports hunger

relief programs in Barron County,
Weekend Kids’ Meals Program,
Nutritious Food Subsidy Program,
mobile pantries, and Senior Hunger.
Mrs. Leschisin had students who
wanted to help make bowls stay after
school a few nights a week to work
on them.
“I had a lot of fun working on the
bowls because it was cool to make
different kinds of bowls to sell and to
help people,” said Aubrey Marcon, a
senior in the Advanced Art class.
This is a great way to help people
around the area who aren’t as fortunate. Students are working on their

art skills while volunteering their
time to help a good cause.

Getting creative. One of the students design a
flower-shaped bowl to donate.

Comet Connection

11

Learn to Hunt

by McKenzie Otto
Hunting...can’t get enough? April
3rd and 4th, which is the week
before turkey season starts, is the
time when Mr. Ladd and Mr. Ebner
put on the Learn to Hunt. Together
the two have been putting this event
on for eight years. Learn to Hunt
allows 25 Cameron students who
are between the ages of 12-18, who
have never shot a turkey before, to
go turkey hunting. “It’s about the
kids, an oppurtunity, to meet people
and learn how to turkey hunt. They
always ask if they can do it again,”
says Mr. Ladd.
Every student who takes part in
the hunt is provided with an experienced mentor, free tag, free meal,

they get to keep their turkey meat,
and are typically given a free mount.
The weekend before the hunt, they
have about a five-hour education
day where they go over safety and
practice shooting their gun.
Last year they were not able to do
this hunt due to the tough weather.
The number of turkeys didn’t look
very good but there was a high
number of babies. When they go
out hunting they are only allowed to
shoot Toms. They are very confident
that they are going to be able to have
the hunt this year.
“It was a great experience, that
taught me a lot,” says senior Tyler
Benik who also took part in the hunt

Dancing to the top

Gobble, gobble. Mr. Ladd mentored Billy
in 2013 and he was able to shoot this monster turkey.

a few years back. “It’s something I’ll
never forget.”
Contact Mr. Ebner or Mr. Ladd
if interested in Learn to Hunt.

Dance team qualifies for State
by Ellie O’Flanagan
The Cameron dance team is well
into the 2014-2015 winter season.
Their main focus at this point in the
year is competitions, although they
also perform at halftime during various basketball games.
The girls are having a great season.
The team’s numbers are few compared to previous years, but that’s

not stopping them from placing at
competitions. At the Menomonie
Holiday Dance Classic, they came
away with a third-place finish. This
is the first trophy that the Cameron
dance team has ever received from
that competition. Then, on January
10, the girls received another thirdplace trophy at Prairie Farm. Next,

State bound. The CHS Dancers shows their attitude before their Kick rountine in Barron.The
girls are Ashley Smith, Janelle Peterson, Rachel Gillett, Cynthia Papantonatos, Ashlee Drew,
Hannah Nelson, Chandra Bearden, Shayla Schwingle, Shayla Strenke, and Haley Bossany.

in Barron, they competed in Pom and
Kick Division for Lakeland Conference and came away with top honors.
“We took first for Pom, Kick, overall
score for Pom, and second overall
score for Kick,” commented junior
Cynthia Papantonatos.
These results don’t come without
hard work and determination. The
dance team practices four to five
times a week, and now they have their
own room to do it in complete with
mirrors. “It’s nice to be able to see
ourselves so we can see what moves
need to be corrected,” says sophomore
dance member Shayla Schwingle.
The ultimate goal of the dance team
was to return to the State tournament
in La Crosse . . . which they did! The
girls placed third in Kick and fourth
in Poms to qualify them in each for a
trip to State on February 7.
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Polka party, anyone?
by Mandy Outcalt
A great activity that promotes fitness and community is coming to
Cameron on February 6. The Cameron Physical Education Department

and senior Michael Semon are hosting a free Community Polka Dance
from 6-9 p.m. in the gymnasium at
the Cameron Elementary School.
Michael Semon
decided to work with
Mr. Ridout for his
National Honor Society service project
because the pair share
a passion for community health and
wellness.
To get the kids
excited about this
event, Mr. Brett
Ridout, Mr. Charlie
Roherty, and Miss
Jenna Wilsey will be
Teamwork. Papa Murphy’s coupons sold by senior Michael Semon
teaching the polka to
and PE teacher Mr. Ridout will help fund the community polka
students in grades
dance to be held on February 6 in the elementary gym.

four through eight. A live band,
Craig Ebel & DyVersaCo, will be
playing, as well.
The students and staff have been
raising money to pay for the band
which will cost $850. Sponsors
of this event include Drew Insurance Agency, Barron County Safe
& Stable Families Coalition, Bush
& Gilles, Cameron Civic Club,
and Papa Murphy’s. As part of the
fundraising, Mr. Ridout and Michael
sold Papa Murphy’s coupons.
Craig Ebel & DyVersaCo is a
polka variety band playing a wide variety of music from polkas, waltzes,
and schottisches. Their commitment
is to perform and promote polka
music; to give the dancers a unique
song selection and a solid beat; and,
last but not least, to have fun.

