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Home of the

Thanks for the memories
by Micayla Kirkland
It is always sad when our beloved
teachers decide it is time to retire. This
year we have two wonderful faculty
members leaving us, Mrs. Lynne Larson
and Miss Sharon Nelsen.
Mrs. Lynne Larson has worked in the
Cameron District for a total of 34 years.
She has been teaching at Cameron since
1985 (33 years). She also worked here
in 1984-1985 as a paraprofessional.
Cameron has been the only district she
has taught at. She worked in Title 1 as
a reading resource teacher for most of
her career, but also taught second grade
for 4 years. In her retirement, she plans
to finish all those unfinished projects

around the house, travel, have the time to
read all those good books on her shelves at
home, and looks forward to lots of family
time! She is most looking forward to spending her days as she wants to spend them.
When Mrs Larson shared her biggest plan
for retirement she said, “I’ll like doing what
I want, when I want. I think it’s going to
take a little bit of time to figure out exactly
what my days will look like.”
Although she is excited to start a new
chapter of her life, she says, “Not returning to school next fall will feel very, very
strange. Cameron Elementary has been my
second family and not seeing my co-workers
continued on Page 2
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Two of our finest. Miss Sharon Nelsen, Cameron’s Curriculum Director, and Mrs. Lynne Larson, CES’s Title
1 teacher are excited for “what’s next.”
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and students every day will be a little
bit sad.” She continued, “my most
fond memories are of the times in
the old elementary building, when I
had the time to really connect with
students. I learned that often the
most challenging students turn out
to be the biggest reward.” But her
most unforgettable moment was the
day our new elementary building
was dedicated. “I was so proud of
what our community had done for
their children,” said Mrs. Larson.
Another long-time staff member
Miss Sharon Nelsen has worked for
the Cameron School District for 41
years. After graduating from U.W.Stout in 1977, she started working
here and taught for 18 1/2 years

Royalty night

in what was initially called Home
Economics and then Family and
Consumer Education. Within that
time frame she obtained her Master’s
Degree and a license in curriculum
and instruction. She then made the
transition to her current position as
Director of Instruction. Her plans
for retirement include getting back
to playing piano, reading, playing
with her dog, enjoying her yard, entertaining, and in general being able
to do whatever she is in the mood to
do. Some of her memories include
great colleagues, fun groups of students, annual state FHA leadership
conferences and spring FHA field
trips to various locations in Minneapolis, and curriculum work sessions

with teachers.
One thing she’ll enjoy about
retirement will be sitting out on the
deck enjoying a good cup of coffee
every morning and not having to
watch the clock. However, she’ll miss
working with great people every day
and making a positive difference for
students. “Retired educator friends
of mine tell me that you always get
a little nostalgic on the first day of
school. I am sure that will be true.
But, it’s time for the next chapter of
life and seeing what that will bring,”
she says about not returning in the
fall.
It will be difficult to replace 75
years of sharing and caring for the
students of Cameron schools.

by Amara Rodriguez
Come dance with me! Friday, April
6 Cameron High Schools Future
Business Leaders of America (FBLA)
hosted their third annual “My Little
Princess Dance.” The little princesses
brought a date for the night. At the
dance the little princesses and their
dates enjoyed beautifully decorated
cupcakes
and other little
snacks
throughout the
night.
FBLA members
had
fun activities
planned for
the
princesses
such
as a photo
booth,
crown
decorating,
bracelet
making,
face
painting,
and of
course
lots of
dancing.
FBLA
hosts welcomed
over 120
little princesses and

Bells of the ball. Middle School principal Mr. Schmidt with his two daughters and father enjoyed the
Little Princess dance.

their dates. They also raised approximately $1,000 to go towards their
competitive conferences, charity
work, and any other activities they
do throughout the year. The high
school students had tons of fun,

perhaps even more than the little
princesses, hanging out with the
little girls in our community. It was
a great opportunity for people of
all ages in our comunity to share an
evening of fun.
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High School

A+ leadership

National Honor Society inducts new group
by Kaylee Thomson
What does it take to become a
National Honor Society member? It
takes service, leadership, character,
and scholarship; all of which the 15
new Cameron High School inductees possess. New members were
inducted on April 4. The ultimate
challenge of our new NHS group is
to help the school and community,
all while living on the legacy of the
current members.
With the help and direction of
Advisor Mrs. Carla Kuffel, the current group of senior members have
participated in many service projects
in not only our communities, but
surrounding communities over the
past year, as well. They did amazing
work such as reading to elementary
students, donating food to those at
the Benjamin House, helping the
humane society, and raising money
for diabetes research. They also decorated custom-made butterfly houses
with fourth graders, and raised
money for the Rice Lake Pregnancy
Center. They found new and fun
ways to raise money for community

organizations and found different
ways to get the rest of the school
involved. In recent articles, NHS
students have been highlighted for
their contributions and these four
have completed theirs.
Katie Daniels
Many thanks to Katie Daniels and
her grandparents! As part of her National Honor Society project, Katie
raised $772.00 for Gift of Life Transplant House and collected a cart full
of goods on their wish list! Most
amazing? Katie and her grandparents
drove nearly 3 hours to deliver these
wonderful items!
Paighton Gardner
Cameron High School and the
Benjamin House in Rice Lake are
very friendly with each other. Paighton decided to donate baskets of
household necessities such as toilet
paper, paper towels, laundry soap,
and cleaning products. He also donated popcorn and movies for family
entertainment nights!
Briana Romos
Briana Romos has been tackling

one of the toughest jobs of all. She
tutors middle schoolers every week
all year long! She has helped many
youngsters during her volunteer
hours.
Ashley Salmonson
Ashley was very industrious and
actually made 31 blankets which she
gave to Benjamin’s House.
The outgoing members include
Alexis Potvin, Katie Daniels, Ali
Kringle, Briana Ramos, Maddy
Otto, Micaela Murphy, Ashley
Salmonson, India Carpentier, Kayla
Gerber, Kiara Hestad, Carli Wanink,
Taylor Weis, Gunner Wilder, Colin
Davis, Chris Schwarz, and Paighton
Gardner. New members include
Brianna Crotteau, Tori Gerber,
Hannah Gillett, Ashley Hestad,
Zawadi Hester, Anna Jaeger, Sydney
Johnson, Carley Kisling, Brandon
Kurshinsky, David Meznarich, Julia
Murphy, Luke Saffert, Jake Salm,
Logan Severt, and Autumn Thome.
Congratulations to the new
inductees and thank you, outgoing
seniors, for your leadership.

Old and new. After the induction, past and present NHS members join together for their last hurrah.
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The life game

Juniors enjoy a slice of reality
by Jordana Craveiro
Have you ever thought about
playing the Life game in real life?
That is what the juniors did during
the Reality Store day. This was a day
when all juniors had the opportunity
to simulate life as a 25 year-old.
The event happened at the WITC,
and people from all different kinds
of occupations were there to give
options and help the students during
the process. The students had to pick
their future career/earning potential
before the event. Then they visited
booths hosted by volunteers who
represented the basic costs of living
like housing, insurance, and vehicles. They also had to try to work
with the unforeseen things (like car

Hard workers. Dom Ottum and Zack Strickland simulate their “future life” at the Test Drive:
Reality Store.

A view into the future. CHS’s aide Mrs. Kathy Krizan observes students doing their work in
the Reality Store.

trouble or winning the lottery) that
happened during the simulation just
like in real life.
Each student was designated to
a different life. Some students had
kids and a husband/wife, some were
single parents. In each situation
the juniors had to deal with “life”
obstacles. In the Reality Store, all
students learned how to deal with
money in different situations such
as insurance, taxes, and child care
payments.
The simulation was made to be as
realistic as possible. According to junior Caitlin Gillett, “The simulation
was a great experience to give me a
look of what the future will be like.”
It was an amazing way to help all
students think about what they really
want to do in their lives and give a
perspective of the future.

Comet Connection

5

High School– continued

Flapjacks, Olympians, and trees!

Spring fun with a landscaping project, Olympics, and breakfast!
by Dominick Ottum
Here is a spring riddle for you.
What do flapjacks, trees, and the
Olympics have to do with each
other? FFA fun, that’s what!
This spring the FFA celebrated
its annual Lumberjack Breakfast.
Everyone had to bring something to
share, and sophomore Leland Huffman, Eli Gillett, and junior Hannah
Richter did the honors of preparing the food. Fruit, donuts, bacon,
eggs, juice, milk, and pancakes were
served. Approximately sixteen lumberjacks participated.
“There were rules we had to
follow,” commented Huffman.
“We weren’t allowed to talk, and we
weren’t allowed to use plates.”
“Mr. Ladd was staring at me and
asked me if I was going to eat,” added sophomore Brandon Groskopf.

“I was waiting for him to pass me a
plate, and he never did. So, I took
a pancake and drenched it in syrup,
which ran all over the table.”
When asked what he learned from
the Lumberjack Breakfast, Groskopf
laughed, “What I really learned was
how not to eat at home.”
The breakfast was only one activity that the FFA planned for this extra
snowy spring trimester. Mr. Ladd
said that his group will be headed
outside for a special landscaping
project as soon as the ground can
be planted. Right now the FFA is in
the proccess of designing arbors and
trellises that will be built behind the
school.
“I’ve been thinking about a few
rustic designs for the trellises,” explained Ladd. “We will be planting

Courtesy of https://www.pinterest.com/pin/108086459782470248/

Planning for the future. Soon rustic trellises will be built behind the high school by the FFA.
These supports will help the grapes that will be planted there to produce fruit.

Commemorating a woodland tradition.
Since the late 1800s, lumberjacks throughout
Wisconsin have shared a large early morning
feast before heading into the woods. Here the
FFA carries on this Wisconsin ritual.

grapes and training them to climb
the structures. This will give a little
color when the flowers blossom and
also provide edible produce when
the fruit is ready to be harvested.”
The final item on the FFA spring
agenda is the Ag. Olympics, which is
always a favorite year-end activity at
the high school. According to Gavin
Gifford and Kyle Smith, two of the
members of the planning committee, an egg toss, a slip and slide, an
“impaired vision goggles” activity,
a wheelbarrow race, a potato sack
race, a Fear Factor food challenge,
and a casting contest are all being
discussed.
“Last year the water slide was
AMAZINGLY FUN,” commented
senior Meranda Richter. “The egg
toss is fun, also. We broke multiple
eggs in my hands.”

6

High School - continued

Earth day

The English Presentations class has
been learning about Aristotle’s Art of
Rhetoric--ethos, logos, and pathos.
Students created posters and bulletin
boards to display around the high
school in honor of Earth Day. They
also gave persuasive speeches on the
topics. These speeches included the
following: Go Unplugged (Alex
Peterson, Kylie Crotteau, Payton
Sevals), Clean Your Boat Motors
(Tori Gerber, Julia Murphy, Jake
Salm, Sidney Trotter), Skip the Straw
(Maddie Moen, Morgan Warner),
Recycle (Jordana Naves, Taylor
Weis), Save the Polar Bears (Skye
Matton & Meranda Richter), Turn
Off Extra Lights (Kaylin Kargus &
Grace Vincent), Plant a Tree (Logan
Baribeau & Taylor Schuman), and
Save the Bees (Kayla Gerber & India
Carpentier).
On May 9, the high school will be
giving back to Barron County with
the recently revamped Community
Clean-Up day. Some locations that
will be cleaned are The Red Cedar
River, Sportsmen’s Park, area highways, our schools, and Benjamin’s
House.
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HIgh School - continued

Hole of hope
by Jordana Craveiro
What if I told you that a hole can
save lives? That is true. Four CHS
students went on a trip to Arizona
in April with the main objective of
building water holes for the safety of
animals from that area. The holes are
a way to protect the animals from
dying because of the dry weather
and providing water for them.
Students from all different schools
participated in the project, such as
Birchwood, Osceola, Forest Lake,
and Cameron. In total, 15 students
from the area collaborated on the
project; from Cameron were Lexi
Kringle, Bailey Englestead, Kenzie
Kohel and Gavin Gifford. They were
introduced to this project by Mr.
Keith Gay, Cameron Elementary
School teacher, and it ended up being an amazing experience, according to them. The group of students
stayed in Arizona for four days, and

On top of the world. Students explore the Arizona deserts while on their mission trip.

each day they worked for eight hours
building the water holes. It was hard
work, but in the end they reached
their goal to save animals’ lives.
Arizona Desert Big Horn Sheep
Society has been constructing water

Animals friends. Students from around the nation came together to build water holes.

holes for years, and each year they
have a goal to build 6/7 holes, this
group succeeded with 4 holes. The
water holes are fundamental for

I

“ t was a fun time to go with
friends and at the same time be able
to help with something that not a
lot of people do. It was a once-in-alifetime opportunity..”
		- Bailey Englestead

animals to survive in Arizona. It was
really nice on the part of the students to help in building the holes
and save the lives of many animals.
Bailey Englestead said, “It was a
fun time to go with friends and at
the same time be able to help with
something that not a lot of people
do. It was a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.”
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MIddle School

Learn to hunt

Lucky hunters. Front: L-R Christian Buckmaster, Allison Snyder, Jamey Crotteau, Brianna Crotteau, Olivia Leschisin, Stacey Ostrowski, Zach
Zappa, Brittany Breed, Damien Abney, Taylor Weinstock, Nick Thorson, Keagan Weinstock, Dylan Duxbury, Jacob Anderson, Braeden Dennis,
Katie Larson, Cole Duxbury, Vinnie Gagner, and Samantha Freeborn. Back: L-R Shawn Graese, Jim Johnson, Jeff Ladd, Dalton Geiger, Westin
Candler, Russ Smith, Jay Cornell, Mark Beise, Jeff Gifford, Tim Ebner, Travis Ebner, Steve Gronski, Alex Kempf, Riley Kummet, Ryan Crotteau,
Trevor Wilson, Curt Pacholke, Ryan Ebner, Kim Odden, Ricky Paulette, Tony Paulson, Robert Buehler, and Dan Graff.

Artscape

Several Cameron Comets created artwork
in their free time for Rice Lake's ArtScape
on Main project, and we couldn't be more
proud!
Their beautiful paintings were turned into
banners that will grace Rice Lake’s Main
Street from April to October.
Artists include junior Ashley Hestad, who
painted the dark grey and blue scene; eighth
grader Rylee Ladd, who created the barn scenario; eighth grader Brooklyn Moravitz, who
ilustrated the colorful orange; senior Meranda
Richter, who worked on
the autumn yellow tree;
eighth grader Madelyn
Robel, who painted
the bird on the tree;
sophomore MiKayla
Schuebel, who produced
the stormy light house
scene; and junior Grace
Vincent, who made the
colorful sunset. Congratulations, students!
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Middle School – continued

Expanding our classrom
by Micayla Kirkland
Have you ever wanted to go outside on a beautiful school day? That’s
exactly what Mrs. Valerie Pumala
and her WIN (What I Need)time
class is doing!
Pumala’s class is creating a plan
to make the space between the two
hallways an outdoor classroom and
community space. The class wants
to have an herb garden, a few picnic
tables, and a hammock area. They
want to add many native grasses and
plants from the area and possibly
apple trees.
Mrs. Pumala has wanted to do this
for quite a while but this year the
timing was perfect because with the
extended time in which the kids can
help. The kids in the class were put
into teams to design and plan the
area they would be using.
“The kids, as well as some of the

The space. The area planned to build and design the outdoor classroom/community space is
between the 5/6 wing and 7/8 wing.

teachers, are excited about this plan!”
said Mrs. Pumala. The teachers can
use the outdoor classroom for the
messier experiments. The kids would
used both types of gardens for classes
when it gets built. Herb garden will
be for Mrs. Laurie Adams, the Family and Consumer Education teacher, and the other garden will have

the plants to bring in butterflies and
other creatures to watch and learn
about them in their natural habitat.
Mrs. Valerie Pumala stated, “If the
community could keep an eye out
for grants for the project, when we
do get started to help put everything
together, it would help tremendously.”

Fun opportunity
The 4591 Sports Development
TRAIL KIDS programming
begins in two weeks. This is a
great opportunity for kids ages
8-13 to participate in outdoor
activities such as Trail Running,
Mountain Biking & Canoeing & Kayaking. Registration is
open for the May, June & July
sessions.Take a look at all of the
great things that 4591 Sports
Development TRAIL KIDS has
to offer by going to this website:
www.4591sd.org/trail-kids
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Middle School - continued

Book worms
by Gunner Wilder

This winter, 5th grade Cameron
Middle School students participated
in the 25th annual “Battle of the
Books” competition. The purpose
of the contest is to act as a reading
incentive program for students. This
nationwide program allows students to read a variety of books and
come together to demonstrate their
abilities and test their knowledge of
the books they have read. Over the
course of this year, seven teams took
part in the activities. Each team
needed to read an assigned 20 titles.
The seven teams competed for the
top three seats to be able to compete against Chetek-Weyerhaeuser.
When asked about this year’s Battle
of the Books, Cameron champion
Katie Shilts said, “I really enjoyed
the experience and would like to
participate again in the future, given
the opportunity.” On March 21,
2018, Cameron hosted the contest.
In the final battles, the top three
teams from Cameron were able to

Readers unite. The Chetek and Cameron competitors unite in a friendly Battle of the Books.

edge out the Chetek-Weyerhaeuser
schools. Together these school’s stuBulldogs with
dents have read
a score of 89 to
an equivalent
“
really
enjoyed
the
experience
61 allowing the
of 500 books.
and
would
like
to
participate
Comets to bring
Keep up the
home the trophy again in the future, given the op- great job, 5th
once again.
graders! Your
portunity.”
The Comets
hard work and
		
- Katie Shilts
have now won
love of reading
the last 4 out
is inspiring to
of 5 competitions between the two
us all.

I

Winner, winner, chicken dinner. The winning teams of (1st group) Olivia Leschisin, Alexis Kuffel, Danica Romsos, and Frankie Robel (2nd
group) Riley Komp, Lydia Pich, Nicole Kargus, Mallory Duerkop, and Katie Shilts (3rd group) Bowen Ludwig, Mason Becker-Olson, Carter
Hickok, and Zach Folz show off their trophies and were the students who went to the next level of competition against Chetek-Weyerhaeuser.
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Summer school

Track and field

Elementary Summer School will
be held June 5-23, 2018, from 8:30
a.m. to 11:45 a.m. Registration
forms were sent home with students.
Contact the office at 715-458-5710
if you have questions.

CES will host its annual
Track and Field Day on Thursday,
May 24, 2018. Track events will take
place on the high school football
field. Events will begin for grades
1-4 at 12:15 p.m. Kindergarten will

Elementary School
participate in the 50yard dash at the start
of Track and Field.
More information
will be sent home
with students soon.

Fourth grade visitors
by Richard Teetzel-Austin
It is not often that a senator visits
our school district. But, on March
23, Senator Janet Bewley visited the
elementary school on a very important mission: to teach children how
their government works and how it
affects them.
Senator Bewley, who has been in
office since November of 2014, has
been traveling all around Wisconsin
on a campaign trail to inform children about how their local government functions, how ideas become
laws, voting, a senator’s responsibilities, and how tax dollars are used.
She made a stop at the Cameron
Elementary School with perfect

timing as the children were already
studying the government as a part
of their lesson plan. So Janet helped
reinforce the knowledge that they
were already getting in class. The
visit was classwide with every student participating in the activities at
the event. After Bewley finished her
presentation, the kids were allowed
to asked her a multitude of questions
like why she became a senator, her
favorite activities and what she likes
about her job. She answered saying
the she would not like working anywhere else. She also loves baking pies
and doing jigsaw puzzles.
Overall the event was a success

Show us the way. Senator Bewley helps the fourth graders read a map.

with multiple students talking about
how much fun they had. Additionally, the kids were given a map of
Wisconsin and eventually all posed
with the map. Janet Bewley posted
on Facebook exclaiming her gratitude for coming to the school and
helping educate the children at the
school about the Wisconsin government.
A little after the Senator’s visit, the
fourth graders got another visitor in
the form of Ms. Bablick, a representative from UW Extension offices
visiting the elementary school. Ms.
Bablick was there to teach the kids
about recycling and how to properly
get rid of certain waste products.
Bablick taught the kids about
the different kinds of waste, where
this waste comes from, and how to
properly dispose of said waste. With
this information, most, if not all of
the kids present, left the presentation
with a new set of knowledge on how
they can help save our planet.
It’s always good when youth gain
knowledge on how the government
works and how they can come up
with policies that may come into
effect in the future. And with these
two visits, the fourth graders can
leave their classrooms with the
knowledge on how to save the world.
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Cool drivers
Thank you to our dedicated
team of drivers who transport
our children to and from
school safely every day. Our
team is listed left to right
- Mike Jenkinson, Greg
Baurichter, Joe Barnes, Sandie
Edwards, Dave Romsos,
Paul Bayer, Lauri Welke, Jim
Hessel (not pictured - Arlene
Lynch, Malcome Paine, Linda
Rowe, Elmer Kreier, Debbie
Severson).
Fun fact - More than 15,000
school bus drivers travel more
than 82,000,000 miles annually
in the state; 12 drivers travel
approximately 110,000 miles
per year in Cameron.

Thank you, Cameron bus
drivers. We appreciate you.

