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Thank you, blue
Students and staff, Districtwide, stopped for a few
moments to recognize and
say “thank you” to a very
special group of people in
our community and in all
communities. Students wore

blue to honor police forces
everywhere and to remember
the ultimate sacrifice that
Officer Dan Glaze gave.
So thank you, police officers
and others dedicated to
keeping our country safe.

Inside this
issue:
2-5 District news
6-7 Elementary
school news
8-10 Middle school
news
10-11 High school
news

Joseph Leschisin

District Administrator
715-458-5600
jleschisin@cameron.k12.wi.us

John Meznarich

High School Principal
715-458-5900
jmeznarich@cameron.k12.wi.us

Hans Schmidt

Middle School Principal
715-458-5810
hschmidt@cameron.k12.wi.us

Patricia Schroeder

Elementary School Principal
715-458-5710
pschroeder@cameron.k12.wi.us

Our school . . . where staff, students excel and parents, community care.

2

Comet Connection

A big Comet welcome to…….
elementary and high school career
who made a significant impact on
her life.
She was born and raised in Turtle
Lake and appreciates the sense
Brenda Schoenborn
of community and educational
Brenda Schoenborn is the new
opportunities provided in smaller
first grade teacher at Cameron
districts. She is excited to be
Elementary School. She has been
transitioning back to the area where
teaching for over 20 years, most of
her husband and she grew up. She
them with first grade. She received
said she is impressed with Cameron’s
her Bachelor of Science degree
dedication to providing quality
from UW-Eau Claire, and has
education and she is excited to be
completed a significant amount of
additional graduate classes through a part of the district’s continued
success.
Viterbo University. She moved
In her free time she enjoys
to Cumberland two years ago and
playing
sports, running, biking,
began teaching in Siren. She has a
husband, a daughter, and a son. She traveling, being outdoors, reading,
and spending time with family
enjoys biking, hiking, and many
outdoor activities. Mrs. Schoenborn and friends. Some of her favorite
traveling experiences have been
is looking forward to meeting and
to Scotland, Ireland, and Costa
working
Rica. She also loves to cheer on her
with the
favorite sports teams. GO PACK!
students,
Keith Gay
families,
Keith Gay has been hired as
and
a
new fourth grade teacher, an
community
assistant volleyball coach, and an
members of
assistant girls basketball coach.
Cameron!
His past experiences in education
Jamie
have been teaching 2nd grade,
Lehmann
Jamie Lehmann will be a new third middle school language arts,
grade teacher at CES. She attended 4-6 grade at Birchwood Public
Montessori Charter School, as well
college at the UW–Eau Claire
as 3rd grade at Lac Courte Oreilles
where she majored in Elementary
Education (grades 1-8) with a minor Ojibwe Indian School. His areas of
in Learning certification are elementary grades
Disabilities. 1-6.
He grew up
She said she
was fortunate in the thriving
metropolis of
to have
Stone Lake,
had many
WI, home of
influential
the Cranberry
teachers
throughout Festival! He
attended
her
A number of new staff members
are joining us this year. They have
started off the year great, and have
already added much to the staff.

high school in Hayward, WI and
attended college at St. Cloud State
University. He has one brother and
one sister. He is married and has
two daughters. He said he is looking
forward to getting to know the
Cameron community and becoming
a contributing member to the
development of the students in the
district.
Rachel Gierke
Rachel Gierke will be a special
education teacher at CES. After
graduating from UW-Eau Claire,
she taught 10 years at the Eau Claire
Academy.
Growing
up,
Rachel’s
parents
took in
kids from
all backgrounds
as well as
adults with disabilities. Because of
these experiences, Rachel realized
that she wanted to become a teacher.
After graduating from high school,
she also worked in several group
homes with children and adults and
also did a lot of respite care.
She enjoys working out, but most
importantly, loves hanging out with
family playing games, reading, and
watching movies. She was born and
raised in Chippewa Falls and now
lives in Eau Claire with husband
Chris, daughter Isabella (almost 10),
and son Dakota (7).
Todd Macklem
Todd Macklem will be teaching
7th and 8th grade here in Cameron
this year. He began his teaching
career in the Fort Atkinson School
District in 1997. His desire to
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further his education led him to
earn his Master’s in Administration
in 2011. He was an elementary
principal in the Middleton Cross
Plains Area School District in 2012.
During his four years in Middleton,
he had the opportunity to work with
an amazing
staff and
wonderful
students,
however, he
realized that
he greatly
missed
helping
students
in the
classroom and having time at home
with family. He enjoys woodworking, home-building projects,
hunting and reading. Currently,
however, he most enjoys spending
time with his children and wife.
He is originally from the Great
Frozen Tundra of Green Bay and
of course, is an avid Packer fan. He
and his wife, Sarah, have two young
children, Brynn (4) and Porter (2)
and two ancient dogs, Mya and Zoe.
His family is excited to become a
part of the Cameron community.
His wife has been hired as the
athletic trainer for both Cameron
and Barron schools.
Scott Jensen
Scott Jensen will be taking over
the high school choral program. He
has taught for 20 years in the state of
Wisconsin. The two longest periods
of time have been in Chetek and
Ladysmith, but he has also taught in
River Falls, Menomonie, Boscobel
and Turtle Lake. He is certified to
teach K-12 Vocal Music and K-12
Choral Music.

He has lived in Chetek for 20 years
and has been
very aware of
the great music
program here
in Cameron
and the
support of this
community.
He is looking
forward to
carrying on the
excellence already established here.
He loves being outdoors!
Camping, hunting, fishing, boating
and golfing are all very enjoyable
activities to him. He grew up just an
hour away in Osceola, WI. He is
excited to begin the first of hopefully
many years of music making with
the students at Cameron Middle and
High Schools.
Tyler Halverson
Tyler Halverson is the new band
director in Cameron. Previously,
he taught in the school districts of
Lake Holcombe and Mondovi. In
both schools, he taught instrumental
music for grades 5-12 and also
taught courses in music theory,
music history and conducting.
He earned a bachelors degree
in instrumental/general music
education from UW-River Falls
in 2012. He is certified to teach
instrumental and general music to all
ages.
He was
motivated
to become
a teacher by
the band
instructors
that he had
while in
high school.

They were, and still are, fantastic
individuals who really made music a
lifelong ambition of his.
In his free time, he enjoys
watching sports (mostly football
and basketball), playing fantasy
football, playing and conducting in
various community music groups,
and spending time with his wife and
puppy.
Kathy Krizan
Kathy Krizan is a new special
education aide at CHS. Kathy is
no stranger to us as she was a high
school English teacher before taking
some time off to be a grandma of
triplets. In order to keep in contact
with both colleagues and students at
Cameron,
she began
subbing
in the
district
shortly
after she
gave up
her role as an English teacher. This
fall, she transitioned from a role as
a subsitute teacher into a position
as an academic aide. “This role feels
like coming home,” Kathy said.
“One of the things I like best about
being in the classrooms with my
students is that I get to see so much
creativity and quality teaching. CHS
kids are really lucky to have so many
caring, effective role models in the
classroom.”
Kathy is married to her wonderful
husband, Mike, and has two grown
children and five grandchildren. She
loves working with kids.
We are wishing a very warm
welcome to all new staff members.
We are excited that you joined our
journey in Cameron!
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District– continued

Spring school board
election

District residents interested in
filing papers for candidacy in the
spring school board election should
contact Don Rappel, School Board
President, or Joe Leschisin, District
Administrator. Candidates for the
board need to complete a campaign
registration statement and a declaration of candidacy form available at
the District office
to ensure that the
candidate’s name is
on the ballot in the
spring election on
April 4, 2017. The
candidacy form must be completed,
notarized, and given to the School
Board President or Administrator
by 5:00 p.m. on Tuesday, January 3,
2017. The winning candidate in the
spring election will be seated on the
Board of Education for a three year
term. The term of Randy Hill will
expire in April 2017.

Open enrollment
The regular open enrollment
application period for the 20172018 school year begins on February 6, 2017 and ends at 4:00 p.m.
on April 28, 2017. Parents must
apply no earlier than February 6,
2017 and no later than 4:00 p.m.
on April 28, 2017. The best way
to apply is online. However, paper
forms can be picked up in the District Office. For more
information on open
enrollment please access the state website
by going to
http://dpi.wi.gov/open-enrollment.

School closing info.
When it is necessary to delay the
start of, or close, or cancel school
due to inclement weather, the District will now be using the new “Skylert” communication system. Parents
and guardians are
now able to access
their settings for
the Skylert system
through the parent
access portal within Skyward. When
logged into Skyward, simply select
the Skylert tab from the menu on
the left side of the screen and enter
or update contact information. Just
be sure to select “SAVE” from the
upper right side before exiting the
screen. Phone messages, e-mails and
text messages will go out depending
on how your personal Skylert settings are entered. All messages will
include details of the cancellation. In
addition an announcement will be
made on local radio stations WJMC,
WAQE, and WKFX. The district
will also attempt to contact WEAUTV and WQOW-TV, both out of
Eau Claire, and Minneapolis TV
stations WCCO (Ch. 4), KSTP (Ch.
5), KARE (Ch. 11), and KMSP (Ch.
9). Please be sure to discuss with
your child(ren) what your alternate
plan is in the event that school is
closed early.

District self-evaluation
of the status of pupil
nondiscrimination and
equality
Every five years, public school
districts are required to undergo a

self-evaluation of pupil nondiscrimination and equality of educational
opportunities. Cameron is required
to complete this self-evaluation by
April 1, 2017. One of the stipulations of this process is to provide an
opportunity for participation by pupils, teachers, administrators, parents
and residents of the school district.
A team will be assembled and will
be meeting periodically throughout
the winter months to complete this
evaluation. Anyone with interest in
being a member of this team, should
contact District Administrator Joe
Leschisin at (715) 458-5600 no later
than November 18.

District wellness policy
committee work
In the coming months, our District will be assembling a committee
to review our current WellnessSchool Nutritional Guidelines
policy. Two of the main components
of this policy are:
1. Goals for nutritional promotion
and education, physical activity and
other school-based activities that
promote student wellness.
2. Standards and nutritional guidelines for foods and beverages sold
and/or provided on school grounds.
As part of this
review process,
we extend an
invitation to interested members
of the community, parents and/
or students. Any interested parties
should contact District Administrator Joe Leschisin at (715) 458-5600
no later than November 18.
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District– continued

The trip of a lifetime for a Cameron Veteran

What a great honor it is to have
many awesome veterans in our
community. One of these veterans,
Mr. John Graf, was selected to go
on the Stars & Stripes Honor Flight
out of Milwaukee on November 5.
His son, Dave (who also served in
the US Air Force), went along as his

Honored Vet. Mr. John Graf served in the
United States Air Force from 1951-1955.

One of the best parts of the
experience is the “super secret” mail
call, where each vet was given an
envelope full of thank you cards
and letters from important folks
throughout their lives. Many of
our own Cameron students and
staff took a moment to write some
cool notes thanking Mr. Graf for
his service. He was so pleased and
surprised at all the cards from well
wishers. Upon arriving home, his
family was waiting. His daughter
Jennifer said, “When Dad got to us
and I got the chance to hug him, I
told him I hoped it was a good day,
and he responded ‘Oh my gosh, it
was WONDERFUL.’ Not a man
to use such strong words, it was
incredible to hear him so energized
and grateful for such an incredible
opportunity.” She continued by
saying, “All I know is, I’ve never seen
him seem so young, energized, and
BEAMING with all good things.”
The Graf family was shocked by all
the volunteers, all the generosity, and

Genuine greetings. People in both airports
greeted vets with handshakes, thank yous, and
treats.

everything that went into making
this day so incredible for so many
deserving Veterans.
Mr. Graf served in the United
State Air Force from 1951 – 1955
and was a crew chief for B-29 and
B47 bombers stationed mainly in
Lake Charles, LA and Okinawa,
Japan.

guardian. They took a one-day trip
to D.C. with a plane full of Korean
War & WWII vets to visit the war
memorials. Upon arrival, they were
greeted by cheering crowds. Mr. Graf
said that all day long, everywhere
they went, people were cheering for
them, eager to shake their hands
and thank them for their service.
They very often received cookies and
other small gifts. Graf ’s son, Dave,
joked about how half of his job was
carrying around all the loot that
people kept piling on his dad. They
toured all of the monuments built
to honor United States Veterans and Favorite spot. Mr. John Graf ’s favorite part of his Honor Flight was visiting the “haunting and
then headed home.
real” Korean War memorial.
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Elementary School

Fun in fourth grade
Learning about Wisconsin is the
focus of social studies in fourth
grade. Fitting the bill to learn about
the history of Wisconsin, Cameron
fourth graders took a trip to the
Chippewa Valley Museum and Paul
Bunyan Logging Camp on Thursday, October 6. They enjoyed a tour
of the museum and the camp and
learned many things about the history of Wisconsin and about life as a
logger. And, to top off a great time,
ice cream at the museum’s parlor was
enjoyed by all.
Thanks, PTO, for sponsoring this
exciting field trip.

Big man. The fourth graders hang out with Paul Bunyan when they went to the Chippewa Valley
Museum and Paul Bunyan Camp on October 6.

The waiting game. A fourth grader in Mrs. Ness’s class watches and waits for the
larvas to change into butterflies. Each one had it’s own name and area to grow in the
butterfly tower.

From taking cool field trips, to
fun activities in science class, Mrs.
Ness’s fourth graders really enjoyed
a painted ladies butterfly science
experiment. Some time ago, they
received their larva. The larva was
only two millimeters long at the
time. The class raised all twelve of
the larva to the adult stage. When
they were done changing, they were
very beautiful butterflies.
During it’s growing stage, one
of the student’s chrysalis detached
from its net. Being very careful, the
fourth graders were able to save it
using glue to reattach it to the lid
hanging from the side of the net.
The butterflies were released
on Tuesday, October 4. Students
watched their friends fly off to their
new homes. During this entire
process, the students learned many
things about the stages of the butterfly.
Fourth graders are sure busy doing and learning a lot of really neat
things so far this year.
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Elementary School - cont.
Campbell’s soup labels

Please keep sending labels! Only
product UPCs, beverage caps, and
Bonus Certificates from eligible
products are eligible for redemption

in the Labels for Education. There is
a collection box for UPC’s inside the
elementary office door. These extra
savings enable our school to buy

needed equipment and supplies for
our children. Thanks for all your
help. The students appreciate the
new supplies.

Shuttle bus available for elementary school Christmas program
This year’s Elementary School
Christmas program will take place
on Thursday, December 15. To assist
with transportation and parking, we
will be running two school busses
from the Mosaic Telecom parking
lot for anyone interested in parking
off-site and taking a bus to the front
of the elementary school. Bussing
details are as follows:
1:45 p.m. Program (Grades K-1)
– Doors open at 1:15 p.m. First

shuttle buses will be at the north
parking lot at Mosaic Telecom at
1:10 p.m. and will shuttle people
to the elementary school. The last
shuttle bus will leave Mosaic at 1:35.
Program will conclude approximately 2:30 p.m. Buses back to Mosaic
will run immediately following the
program until 2:50 p.m.

parking lot at Mosaic Telecom at
6:00 p.m. and will shuttle people
to the elementary school. The last
shuttle bus will leave Mosaic at 6:50.
Program will conclude approximately 8:30. Buses back to Mosaic will
run immediately following the program
until needed.

7:00 p.m. Program (Grades 2-4)
– Doors open at 6:00 p.m. First
shuttle buses will be at the north

A special “thank
you” to Mosaic Telecom for allowing
us to use their parking lots!

Elementary walking track open to District residents
Beginning with the week of
October 31, the elementary school
walking track will be open to adults
who reside within the Cameron
School District. The intent of this
plan is to provide time during the
week for adults that live within
the District to access the track
throughout the winter months. This
is an “adult only” walking time and
not permitted for any students.
Starting on Monday, October
31, the track will be open Monday
through Friday mornings, from
6:30 a.m. until 7:45 a.m.,
Wednesday evenings from 4:30

p.m. until 6:30 p.m. and Tuesday/
Thursday evenings from 5:30 – 7:30
p.m. through April 7. However, the
track will be closed on November
23, 24, 25 and from December
23 through January 2 for the
holidays. It will also be closed on
the following days for scheduled
elementary school activities: PM
October 27, November 21 & 22,
PM of December 15, January 20,
PM February 2, February 3, March
3 & 20.
People interested in walking
should be sure to enter the front
doors of the school and should have

a “non-street” pair of shoes to change
into once inside. People will be
able to sit in the cafeteria to change
shoes. The cafeteria is directly to
the left once entering the building.
At that point, everyone should go
directly up the stairs, take a left and
the track doors will be the first set
of doors to the right. Gym bags and
personal items
will be able to
be placed along
the inside of the
walking track on
the east side of
the gym.
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Middle School

Red Ribbon Week

Red Ribbon Week was held from
October 24 - 28. The purpose of
the Red Ribbon Campaign is to
present a visible commitment to a
safe, healthy and drug-free lifestyle.
The campaign is designed to create
awareness concerning the problems
related to the use of tobacco, alcohol and other drugs and to support
the decision to live a better lifestyle.
Eighty-nine percent of CMS students signed a pledge form committing to be drug and alcohol free.

Sign up! Middle school student council members assist students in signing the pledge to be drug
and alcohol free.

Believe in yourself

“Compete. Compete with yourself. the focus of a special guest motivaCompete FOR yourself!” This was
tional speaker, Mr. Blaise Winter.
Winter was a football player for the
Indianapolis Colts, Green Bay Packers, and San Diego Chargers before
he decided to help others find their
best selves. Blaise Winter strives to
change lives, one person at a time.
On October 11, Cameron High
and Middle schoolers were treated to
a 45-minute assembly being inspired
by Mr. Winter. He told his story
about being born in New York City
“with a hole in (his) face.” He said
he was teased and bullied, and that
he made a lot of bad choices with his
life. Until, that is, his mom encouraged him to play football. In footMotivational man. Mr. Blaise Winter,
ball, he found something he loved to
former NFL player, talked to Cameron
do. He had fun! He was determined
students on October 11 about being the
to become something, and with his
best person they can be.

Book fair

Thank you to everyone who visited the Middle School and Elementary Book Fairs! At the Middle School, $1,600 was raised and at the
Elementary, $1,300 was raised to purchase books for our students. We
hope everyone is enjoying their books from the fair. Happy Reading!

habit of positive self-talk, he was a
football player who was a “walk on”
at Syracuse University and ended
up being their MVP in 1983. With
his continued positive attitude and
hard work ethic, he went on to be
successful in the NFL.
Winter also talked about his two
sons and the passion they have for
what it is they do—one a guitarist
and one an aspiring college football
player already committed to play
for Michigan State University next
year. He is a father who does not
discourage his sons, but instead he
has encouraged them to live their
dreams and go after what makes
them happy.
He also encouraged Cameron
students to do the same--find their
best selves and be happy.
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Middle School – continued

Pie in the face!
by Melissa Odenbreit

On September 14, 6th graders
were honored at a pep assembly for
taking part in a reading/math challenge put on by their former 5th
grade teachers. These 14 students
completed 1,283 hours of reading
books of their choice and working
on math on Moby Max. The winner, Ashlie Falstad, read over 125
hours. She won the honor of putting
the pie in CMS principal Mr Hans
Schmidt’s face!
“I think this encouraged kids to
do more summer work and reading.
I'm willing to do whatever it takes
for the kids to do well and be successful,” said Mr. Schmidt. “This
definitely helped the students. For
a couple weeks, students would
come up to high five me and say
that it was cool,” he continued. The
students enjoy doing things to the
principal. For example, Mr. Schmidt
also sits in the dunk tank at Camerama. It’s just something students
find humorous and fun.
To make the challenge more inter-

Yum, pie! The winner, Ashlie Falstad, puts a pie in Mr. Schmidt’s face.

esting, Mrs. LaVallie and Mr. Huseth bought some small prizes. Since
they can’t be there and watch them
read during the summer, they use
Moby Max to monitor how many
reading minutes they have.
“I just like to read all kinds of
books and stories. I like to learn

Say cheese! Fourteen students participated in the Moby Max activity.They read books and
played fun math games all summer long!

more things about fiction and nonfiction. That’s why I participated in
this,” said ready reader Ashlie Falstad. “The best part about this was
just sitting down and reading. I enjoyed it and if I had the chance to do
something like this again, I would,”
she continued.
At the assembly, Mr. Schmidt
talked to the students about the
importance of being good readers.
Three students names were drawn
and they received some nice prizes.
All 14 students got a box of candy
and an Applebee’s gift card.
Thank you to Lake 7 Theatre,
Skate City, Applebee’s and the Cameron Middle School for donating
the prizes, and to the students who
participated in this activity and took
time during the summer to improve.
This activity helped students with
their math and reading. Watch for
next year’s challenge and take part.
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Middle and High Schools

Get with the program
by Kaylee Thomson
The Cameron School District
implimented a new PBIS (Positive
Behavior Interventions & Supports)
program last year. This system is
made for creating a positive school
environment that allows students to
grow and learn both academically
and socially. The program is Districtwide and designed to recognize students for their appropriate behaviors.
Students who don’t meet the positive
behavior expectations are provided
a variety of supports to help them

improve their behavior. Students
who do meet expectations have the
opportunity to be recognized at the
school.
Recently, students at the Cameron
Middle School celebrated their first
PBIS school-wide celebration. They
earned a trip to Skate City in Rice
Lake. “The students work together as
a school to earn a school-wide recognition,” states middle school guidance counselor Mrs. Andrea Pearson.
“They all have a choice to turn in

their own individual Star Card for a
drawing or to turn it in for a schoolwide reward,” Pearson continues,
“but we see more students working
toward the school-wide goal.”
District leaders have done a lot of
planning to ensure that this program
is a success and displays meaningful results. There have been very
positive results and clear changes
in our schools from this program,
such as students turning in work on
time and treating others with more
respect. “I think students look forward to positive feedback from their
teachers and the school-wide celebrations have been a big success,” Mrs.
Pearson says.
“It (PBIS) has been a really successful program and I hope that as
we continue to do it, parents learn
more about it. The ultimate goal is
to continue to support the positive
school climate in our district,” Mrs.
Lean on me. It’s great to see Cameron Comets interacting and having fun with their friends dur- Pearson finishes. It’s great to see posiing their PBIS reward day.
tive changes in our school!

New high school classes
This new school year has brought
a new schedule and some new classes
in the high school. New opportunities are available to students this year.
One new class is offered in Mrs.
Cheryl Hopkins’ classroom. Employability Skills is a course offered
to seniors to help prepare them for
the work world. This class is the
stepping stone to another opportunity for our students—a class called
Work-Based Learning, which will be
offered 6th hour during the second
and third trimesters where students
will be out working at jobs they

have. Additionally, these classes allow
students to earn Youth Apprenticeship Certificates. These certificates
will give students a leg up in getting
jobs in the future. It is recognizing
student achievement in industry.
Other new courses available this
school year are Sports and Outdoor
Literature with Mr. David Martin and Presentations with Mrs.
Sheri Hagen-Salm. Additionally
Mr. Brett Ridout changed his Phy
Ed classes to have more of a specific sport emphasis. These include
Individual Fitness--Bike Emphasis,

and Individual Fitness --Golf Emphasis. Mr. Jeff Ladd has added
Advanced Mechanics for those
interested in advancing their abilities
with fixing things.
Also, during this first trimester,
fourth hour has been a study hall.
During Trimester 2, enrichment
classes will be offered for those interested.These classes include Archery,
Forensics, Publications, Yoga, Chamber Choir and Jazz Band.
Change is good! Students may
want to try new classes to broaden
their learning.
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High School

The real thing

Talk about applying what you have
learned! Have you noticed the sheds
being built on the back south side
of the high school? These are being
built by Mr. Jay Cornell’s construction class students—they are actually
building (instead of just watching a
youtube video) for a real customer
who will be able to take them home
as soon as they are finished. In
groups of about 4, the students have
been working for a number of days
and the goal is to finish them by the
end of the trimester. Builders Dale
Camen and Nick Wintrone are two
students working. They shared that
Best building. Mr. Cornell’s 6th hour construction class forms up the sheds they are building for
a customer.
the process has been pretty fun and
cut once” rule. We should see finworthwhile. They both said that they aren’t extra materials for mistakes.
ished products soon.
have to be very careful because there They are using the “measure twice,

Leaders on the road
Six Cameron FFA members, along
with adviser, Mr. Jeff Ladd, made
their way to Indianapolis at the end
of October for FFA’s National Convention. Ryan Secraw, Chase Secraw,
Remington Ladd, Matthew Stauffer,
Mitchell Sanborn, and Gavin Gifford

had a great time attending workshops, taking tours and visiting vendor booths. They were also treated
to a Cole Swindell concert.
Leadership skills were the focus
in addition to teaching the students
more about farming techniques.

Cool tour. The group toured a grain
and corn drying plant which made food
for animals. The group toured this plant
on the way to Indy.
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A new sport to keep fit
Biking is a new sport! Mountain
biking has become a new sport in
our area and Cameron High School
English teacher Mr. David Martin is
helping get a club going here in our
area. The season began in July with
practices and just finished up with
the final competition.
Mountain bike racing is similar to
cross country running with five-mile
laps based on the competitor’s age.
The sport is open to all area high and
middle school boys and girls. Rice
Lake’s team is open to students from
Barron, Cumberland, Cameron,
Chetek, and of course Rice Lake.
Practices are scheduled two evenings
a week in Rice Lake (by the Pumpkin Patch). There are five races held
on Sundays across Wisconsin
NICA (National Interscholastic
Cycling Association) started in California and Colorado as an activity to

get youngsters riding and competing
on their mountain bikes. Wisconsin joined three years ago and has
grown from a dozen teams the first
year to over thirty schools competing today... representing over three
hundred riders.
One cool thing about this activity
is that it is not associated with the
WIAA so a student in a fall sport can
still compete in the mountain biking
club, as well.
Remington Ladd competed and
Matthew Stauffer practiced with the
team! Remington was asked if he
enjoys the sport. He said,“It’s not
boring, it is a fun way to get a great
workout. I definitely am going to do
it in the future. I want to get better;
I need to work on my cornering.”
All a person needs to join this club
next summer is a mountain bike, a
helmet, and the desire to have some

Ready to race. Mr. Martin and freshman
Remington Ladd get ready to ride at a recent
mountain biking competition.

fun. Discounts are offered through
area bike shops to get kids riding.
Students who are interested should
see Mr. Martin.

