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Home of the

School spirit

by Brooke Zimmerman
How do you feel about the Wisconsin Interscholastic Activities Association, WIAA, banning many of
the chants the student sections bring
to high school games? An email sent to
athletic directors and referees throughout the state in December 2015 said
the WIAA banned “chants by student
sections directed at opponents and/or
opponents’ supporters that are clearly
intended to disrespect.” Students, too,
have seen this email. Posts on Facebook
and talking to others about it makes it
clear that not many students are fond
of this idea. It seems that the WIAA
has gone a bit overboard. Sporting
events are like a home to these perceived “nasty” chants.
April Gehl, a senior from Hilbert
High School, was the the first to make
her thoughts known about the situation. A three-word tweet penalized her
with a five-game suspension. Her reaction was to basically tell the WIAA to
suck it up. Gehl’s tweet, from January
4, 2016, is no longer public.
Cameron’s athletic director, Mr. Jon
Griffith, said that the WIAA is only
looking for a display of better sportsmanship. What’s gained by dissing the
other team? “Cameron has been above
average in our sportsmanship,” said Mr.
Griffith who has dealt with very few
students addressing the issue.
Students from Cameron High responded the same way as Gehl, but did
not make it known to the WIAA like
she did. Freshman Hannah Zimmer-

man finds this situation “very dumb.”
“It is not fair for them to take away
the motivators in the gym. The student section is the part of the crowd
that gets me fired up. I don’t like
that they are not allowed to chant.”
Sophomore Gunner Wilder said,
“When I’m playing, I usually tune out
the crowd, but if I were cheering, it
would definitely be irritating.” Senior
Peyton Dibble added, “I think taking
away the crowds’ chants would kill
the game. Watch college basketball.
The atmosphere is crazy, and as an
athlete, I love that part of the game.
It brings an energy into the gym. I
believe it’s making athletes and our
society ‘soft’.”
What would be the reason to have
cheerleaders and fans if they can’t
annoy their opponent? It would be a
quiet, and boring atmosphere without
all of the supporters and their chants.

Scream and shout. The student section of
the Cameron High School show their support
for their fellow athletes by clapping hands and
yelling encouragements. No WIAA rule breaking
here!

Our school . . . where staff, students excel and parents, community care.
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District
Open enrollment

Wisconsin’s inter-district public
school open enrollment program
allows parents to apply for their
children to attend school districts
other than the one in which they
live. This includes parents who wish
to open enroll their children into
virtual charter school programs
in other districts. Parents are
responsible for transporting their
children to and from school,
unless the student receives special
education. If the student’s IEP

Special needs
scholarship
program

requires transportation, the nonresident school district must provide
for transportation to the school.
The open enrollment period
for the 2016-2017 school year
is February 1 –
April 29, 2016.
Parents must apply
no earlier than
February 1, 2016
and no later than
4:00 p.m. on April 29, 2016. Late
applications will not be accepted for

any reason. The application is webbased, and the use of the on-line
application is highly recommended.
The link to the on-line application
form is www.dpi.wi.gov/openenrollment. Paper forms can be
picked up from the District Office,
or they can be mailed to those who
request them, by calling 715-4584560, Ext. 5604.
For more information, please visit
the state website at www.dpi.wi.gov/
open-enrollment.

School Boards are required by 2015 Wisconsin Act 55 (the state budget
bill – section 115.7915(5) of the state statutes) to annually notify the parents/guardians of each child with a disability enrolled in the school district
of the new Special Needs Scholarship Program (private school voucher
program), which begins in the 2016-2017 school. Please visit the Cameron School District web page at www.cameron.k12.wi.us for additional
information.

Attention, parents

This notice lays out the new
requirements included under 2015
Act 55 related to providing information about educational options,
accountability reports to students’
families, and providing information
about academic standards to the
community. Annually, each public
school, including a charter school,
and private school participating in
a parental choice program, must
provide to the parent or guardian of
each pupil enrolled in or attending
the school the following:
a. A copy of the school’s account-

ability report; and simultaneously,
b. A list of the educational options
available to children who reside in
the pupil’s resident school district,
which must include public schools,
private schools participating in a
parental choice program, charter
schools, virtual schools, full−time
open enrollment, youth options,
course options and options for pupils enrolled in a home−based private
educational program.
*Note: 2015 Act 20 prohibits the
Department of Public Instruction

(the department) from issuing accountability reports based on data
from the 2014-15 school year. For
the purpose of the above requirements, the most recent accountability reports are the 2013-14 school
year reports.
The notice must also inform parents that the full school and school
district accountability report would
be available on the school board’s
Internet site. All of this information
can be found on the main page of
the Cameron School District’s website at www.cameron.k12.wi.us.

Forensics dates
Monday, Feb. 8 Sub-District Rice Lake High School
Saturday, Feb. 13 Invitational Menomonie High
Saturday, March 5 Invitational Eau Claire Regis

Saturday, March 12 District Eau Claire
Regis
April 15 & 16 State in Madison
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Meet the candidates

District residents will be asked to
vote for school board members on
April 5. The terms of Roger Olson
and Gene Phillips will expire in April,
2016. Those who have filed papers
to run for these seats are listed below
with a bit of information submitted
by them.

Allen Breeden

I am a Systems Specialist at Great
Lakes Higher Education Corporation
and have been working in the IT
industry for 20 years. I have four
daughters, who attended Cameron
Schools, and two grandchildren
who currently attend. I am the
President of Barron County Habitat
for Humanity and a former Cameron
School Board member and President.
I would like to return to the board
to be able to continue moving the
school district forward. Every year
I was on the board I attended the
annual state convention as a voting
member, to fight for our school
and rural schools throughout the
state. I helped set the lobbying and
legislative agenda of the Wisconsin
Association of School Boards to
make sure that funding was not
removed from districts such as
ours. I attended learning sessions on
referendums and on school design and
construction so that we could make
informed decisions about our new
elementary school. I also attended
other educational sessions on school
administration, law, and finance. It’s
this continuing commitment to learn
and lead that makes me the right
choice for serving this community on
the Cameron school board.

Gene Phillips

My wife and I have lived in Cameron
for 40 years and our two daughters
are proud Cameron graduates.
After a variety of jobs and service in
the United States Marine Corps, I

District– continued

began my career in human services–
including child abuse and neglect,
mental health and substance abuse,
and services for the elderly and those
with disabilities.
During my 30 years on the
Cameron school board, I have
advocated on the school board, and in
the state, for excellence in education–
knowing that teachers and school
staff, who are in daily contact with
students, are our greatest resources.
While there have been many changes
over the years, constants have been the
high quality of education in Cameron,
and the pride and support of our
community.
Graduates, whether directly entering
the workforce or pursuing further
education, must be prepared to
compete with students locally and
around the world. This has been a
focal point of my decision-making as
a school board member. I have also
worked to bring community members
into the system and believe that
community access to the school and
school board is essential.

Ron Pich

Hello, my name is Ron Pich, and I
am a local resident of Cameron. My
family and I have lived here for about
12 years, and my children have started
school in the District. Julie, my wife,
and I have 3 children Ava, Lydia,
and Max who occupy much of our
time. Ava and Lydia have both been
in basketball and softball, which have
been good experiences. Besides sports,
we enjoy fishing, hunting, skiing and
spending time outdoors as a family. I
have a great family, and I am blessed.
I am originally from Turtle Lake. I
attended college at UW-Stout and
finished school with an engineering
degree. Now employed at Quanex
in Rice Lake as the Manufacturing
Engineering Manager, I have a

background in management and
business. My wife and I own a salon
in Rice Lake called Cosmetology
Professionally Speaking, and Julie is a
cosmetologist there. My hope is to use
this experience to be an active member
of the school board.
Overall, I believe that Cameron is
a great school and the teachers are
top notch. I just want to be part
of it and would ask for your vote in
the upcoming election. Go, Comets!

Trevor Wilson

I am a District Manager with Waste
Management, managing their landfill
operations, trucking operations,
and gas-to-energy facility located in
Weyerhaeuser. I enjoy spending my
free time with my wife and three
children, as well as hunting, fishing
and camping. I actively coach girls
youth softball and basketball as well
as having started a 3rd and 4th grade
Cameron flag football league. I also
had the privilege to serve on the
District’s Ad Hoc Committee for the
school referendum. My background
in managing an entire district for
Waste Management and working
with numerous youth programs has
provided me with the set of skills
that will be an asset to the Cameron
School District and the community
it serves. With young children in
school, I have a vested interest in
the direction of the District. As a
Cameron resident for the past decade,
I have seen the pride and support that
our community has in our schools,
and it has always impressed me. It is
one of my motivators for running. I
want to help ensure that we continue
to invest properly into the youth of
our community. I look forward to
the challenges of being a school board
member and working with community
members, administration and staff, and
other school members if elected.
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Allegrezza musicians
by Emily Gilles
Congratulations to the following
students who were selected for the
Wisconsin State Music Association
Honors Band, Choir, and Orchestra. India Carpentier (trombone)
auditioned in February 2015 and
was chosen for the WSMA High
School Band. Approximately 1,700
students audition statewide for the
approximate 400 positions in the
high school
honors
groups. She
attended
a summer
camp at
UW-Green
Bay in June
and perAwesome experience. “I
think exposing myself to this formed at
type of activity actually has the Overmade me a better musician,” ture Center
said India Carpentier.

in Madison at the end of October.
Sidney Lucas (oboe – band), Zawadi
Hester (violin – orchestra), David
Meznarich (tenor – choir) Alex
Peterson (bass – choir), and Jayden
Uetz (tenor – choir) were selected
to be part of the Middle Level State
Honors Choir in their respective
groups through a statewide audition
process in April 2015. More than
1,300 middle-level students audition each year for 300 positions in
the state honors choir, band, and
orchestra. These five students spent
two days in Madison in October
rehearsing and then performed at the
conclusion of the Wisconsin State
Music Convention.
Also, some very talented middle
school band members were chosen
to be a part of the Shell Lake Art
Center Middle School Band Festival

Middle School Honors Band members.
This year these students were a part of the
program: (Left to right) Top Row: Directors
Mr. Mike Jooston and Mrs. Beth Halverson.
Members: Henry Huth, Preston Scott, Johnny
Getchell, and MiKayla Schuebel. Bottom
Row: Madison Wall, Mikayla Graeme,
Brianna Saffert, Katie Gilles, and Brooklyn
Moravitz.

Honors Bands. Band members were
selected based on an application and
recommendations from their band
directors. The students were divided
into three bands, which rehearsed for
a day and then performed at an evening concert on November 5, 2015.
Congratulations!

For the music

by Kyla Chester

Yum, yum, yum. A stunning and
impressive $1,370 was profited for
the Cameron Music Department
this last month in a tasty way.
Cameron’s music parents hosted
an All-You-Can-Eat Waffle Dinner
on the night of January 8 during a
basketball double-header. Not only
were Dad’s Belgian waffles served,
but a variety of breakfast foods,
such as sausage, juice, and coffee
were also available. The event was
a smashing success, and it is hoped
that it will become an annual event.
The profits from the dinner will
go to the Cameron Music De-

partment for
student scholarships and
solo ensemble
medals. The
parents rely on
these fundraisers to meet
their financial
needs.
“Thank you Waffles! High school students Paighton Gardner, Cole Gilles, and Amara
to everyone
Rodriguez enjoyed their breakfast food for dinner.
who had a part
everyone who purschased tickets; we
in making the Waffle Dinner Music
Department Fundraiser a success . . . hope to see you again next year,” said
from the parents, to the helpers, and parent organizer Mrs. Jen Groskopf.

Comet Connection
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Artist explosion
Cameron artists know how to
show off their talents. A large group
of their art work has been chosen to
be displayed around the community.
The following pieces are showcased
at the Cameron Bank, Cameron
Library, and at CESA 11 in Turtle
Lake. The 6th graders featured were
Alex Jerdee, Notan, at the library;
Courntney Schullo, Notan, at the
library; Brittany Breed, Peace poster,

Beautiful work. Seventh grader Kylee
Simonson’s The Great Wave Off Kanagawa
shows her creativity and design.

at CESA 11; Erin Salm, Peace poster,
at CESA 11; Evan Hahn, Share
Peace, at CESA 11; and Ryleigh
Thomson, Notan, at CESA 11.
Seventh graders displayed are Nick
Newland, Dragonfly, at the library;
Isabella Lansin, Beetle, at the library;
Bree Rubenzer, The Great Wave Off
Kanagawa, at the library; Kiarrah
Flug, The Great Wave Off Kanagawa,
at the library; Dylan Foss, The Great
Wave Off Kanagawa, at the library;
Addy Adams, The Great Wave Off
Kanagawa, at CESA 11; and Kyndra
Schuebel, Butterfly, at CESA 11. The
high school exhibits feature Cassidy
Crotteau, The Eye of New York, at
the library; Daynen Paddock, Racing
Stripes, at the library; Rachel Hanson, The Love of Music, at the library;
Marissa Englund, Into the Eyes, at the
library; and Jordan Lipp, Chevrolet,
at Cameron Bank.

Go heavy or go home

Showing growth. Senior Jordan Lipp displays
her two attempts at a beautiful iris. The top
one shows her work as a freshmen and the bottom, her work as a senior.

by Brooke Zimmerman
Cameron is planning to start a
Powerlifting Club in the Spring of
2016. This club will be open to anyone at CHS, and will get students
involved in several different lifting
tournaments, such as the one that
was hosted in Barron on Saturday,
December 19, 2015.
As an experiment, Mr. Brett Ridout
and Mr. Jeff Ladd took five students
to the Barron Area Community
Center to compete in a powerlifting
tournament. All competitors from
Cameron placed in their age bracket!
These competitors were Carli Pacholke, Paul Mikolon, Remington Ladd,
Riley Ladd, and Rihanna Ladd.

The competition was set up similar
A lot of motivation can be gained
to that of a wrestling match, with
by the atmosphere around the gym
competitions set up within weight
as they are filled with people cheerand age classes.The officials put the
ing on fellow competitors.
starting weight on the bar. Lifters
If you need something to get you
had three attempts to put up the
motivated, join Cameron’s powerliftweight on the bar. The competitors
ing club in the Spring.
must have proper form and get the
bar up to the starting point for it to
count. If it is not done, it is considered a “no lift” meaning it is not an
acceptable rep.
Powerlifting competitions are
encouraged because there is a great
feeling of achievement when a goal is Grip it and rip it. Five Cameron students
set and completed while testing one’s and Mr. Jeff Ladd attended the BACC powerown strength potential.
lifting tournament in December.
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Keeping it up!
by Kyla Chester
Free pizza, Culver’s coupons, and
ski tickets! The 2015-16 school
year was made unique by the
introduction of the PBIS (Positive
Behavior Intervention and Success) structure into the Cameron
School District. After beginning
the new school year with a kickoff centered on introducing PBIS,
everyone began working hard to
keep consistent behavioral progress
throughout the year.
At the high school, the freshmen
and sophomores participated in
a free hour with pizza and games
before Christmas break rewarding
students who had worked hard
to earn grades that were C’s and
above.
The middle school has continued their use of the Comet Cards.
Teachers sign them when they
recognize good behavior shown by
a student. When the card has been
filled with signatures, it is put into
a bucket and entered in a drawing.
The drawing on Friday, January 8

Little smiles Mrs. Liedl’s respectful, responsible, and safe class of first graders celebrate the
completion of their Star Chart. This is the third chart this class has filled and they have
enjoyed a number of celebrations.

yielded 8 winners this time around,
with each student earning a coupon
for free ice cream from Culver’s. The
students are recognized for positive
behaviors such as good conduct in
the hallways, on the busses, and in
the lunchroom. They are also working to earn enough cards to receive a
school trip to Christie Mountain.
Weekly drawings are held in the

Screaming for ice cream The eight winners of the CMS drawing with their coupons for
Culver’s ice cream.

middle school. According to CMS
guidance counselor Mrs. Andrea
Pearson, students turned in 55 Star
Cards during the month of January.
This is the most they have turned in
during one month so far in the second trimester! Out of those, 35 cards
were turned in towards the Christie
Mountain Ski and Tube trip.
Similar drawings have been held
in the elementary school, but within
individual classes instead of the
grades as a whole. When a class fills
a Star Chart(earning 100 stars),
they are able to have a celebration
as decided on in their classroom.
Mrs. Liedl-Rykal’s first graders have
enjoyed Stuffed Animal Day, Pajama
Day, and extra choice time.
Overall, PBIS, while still a workin-progress, is a comprehensive success in the Cameron School District,
and staff look forward to seeing
the benefits of the program for the
remainder of the school year.

Comet Connection
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Elementary School
4K registration

Four-year-old All Aboard Preschool registration will be held
February 25, 2016, from 4:00-5:30
p.m. Sites for the program include
the Cameron Elementary School
and Rice Lake Head Start. Head
Start is the Community Partner for
the 4-year-old kindergarten program. Children who will be four by
September 1, 2016, are eligible to
attend. Please call 715-458-4560 to
receive registration papers.

Birth to four-yearold screening

The Cameron School District
invites families with children ages
birth to 4, who are not enrolled
in school and live in the district,
to participate in our screening

day on March 4, 2016, from 9:00
a.m. – 12:00 p.m. at the Cameron
Elementary School.
Our screening process will
provide you with information
about how your child is growing
and developing. Your child will
have the opportunity to participate
in play and learning activities as
well as have his/her hearing and
speech articulation checked. Our
early childhood teachers, speech
and language pathologist, and
school psychologist will be available
throughout the event.The Barron
County Birth to Three program will
also have staff available to screen
children ages birth to 31 months.
Preregistration is required as
you will be asked to fill out a
developmental questionnaire prior
to screening day. Please call the
Cameron Elementary School office

at 715-458-4560, option 4, to
schedule your appointment.

K registration

Registration for 2016-2017
kindergarteners will be Thursday,
March 3, 2016, from 4:00-5:30
p.m. The school has begun compiling a list of potential kindergarten
students for the 2016-2017 school
year. Families of district students
eligible to attend kindergarten for
the 2016-2017 should contact the
office at 715-458-4560 for registration forms. Children need to be five
years old by September 1, 2016.

Spring Fling

Spring Fling will be held on Friday,
April 22 at 1:30 in the elementary
gym. Students from K-4 will be presenting music. Come and enjoy our
musical selections.

Krazy for kindergarten
by Emily Gilles
Did you ever think that play dough
could be used as a teaching tool?
Students in Mrs. Adams’ 7th hour
parenting class spent the week of
January 11-15, 2016, preparing for
a fun Friday afternoon with the kindergarten classes. Students prepared
that week by spending several class
periods making homemade play
dough, bagging the play dough,
making name tags for the students,
and for themselves, and thinking
of fun learning activities and how
to apply them to the kindergarten’s
learning targets.
The learning targets Mrs. Adams’
class focused on were math (patterns,
counting, writing numbers, and
shapes), personal independence (sitting and listening and being able to

Molding minds. Sophomore Gabby Rodriguez helps one of the kindergartners mold her clay.

learn from others besides teachers),
and reading (upper and lower case
letters along with their sounds).
Overall, the kindergarteners and
the parenting class had a fun day.

Many enjoyed the learning experience and hope for more hands-on
learning such as this. Who knows,
the parenting class may have learned
more than the kindergarteners.
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Middle School

Breakfast of champions
by Gabrielle Engel

Is there a better way to spend the
last day of school before Christmas
break than spending it eating and
laughing with friends? Not according to the sixth grade class. On
Wednesday, December 23, just before vacation, the sixth grade teachers brought in breakfast for their
students--just like they have been for
the past twenty years.
Every year the sixth grade students
enjoy a menuof either meat and
cheese or “everything” egg bake,
toast, Christmas bubbly, which contains orange juice, sorbet ice cream,
and 7 up, and a Christmas dessert.
The students don’t have to bring any-

Book Fair fun

The Cameron Middle School
LMC staff, Mrs. Longmire and Mrs.
Voelker, hosted the 13th annual
Scholastic Book Fair during the
week of parent/teacher conferences.
Students, parents, and community
members were invited to “Book a
Trip with Books”.
The main motivation for hosting
the Fall Scholastic Book Fair is
providing access to a variety of new
reading materials for students. The
added benefit through Scholastic is
that it is also a built-in fundraiser.
The school receives a percentage of

thing except for themselves. It is a
great way for the teachers to become
more connected with their students
by learning about each other and the
family traditions each person might
have.
“We choose to serve the egg bake
to our students as a way to extend
our Christmas wishes to them. In
a way, it’s like the importance of a
family having meals together . . . it
brings them closer together somehow,” said Mr. Czyscon, one of the
three sixth grade teachers at Cameron Middle School. The teachers
hope that when the seventh and
eighth grade students smell the egg
all purchases back in the form of
Scholastic money. These funds are
then used to purchase books for the
annual Cameron Book Swap, which
is similar to the elementary school’s
Reading is Fundamental (RIF)
program, where every student in
the school is able to select a book in
April to keep for his/her own.
“Though we collect donated books
from students, there often times is a
shortage, so the LMC staff uses the
Scholastic money raised through the
Fall Scholastic Book Fair to supply a
larger variety and quantity of books

READ! Students browse the shelves of the Book Fair and pick their favorites to purchase. Sales
for the Book Fair topped $3,000.

Party starters. Mr. Borstad, Mr. Moon, and
Mr. Czyscon have planned their before-thebreak party for the past twenty years, and it
has become a fun yearly tradition.

bake drifting down the hallway, they
will fondly remember that breakfast.
They hope that this tradition is one
that will be remembered by Cameron students.
for all our middle school students to
choose from during the Spring Book
Swap,” explained Mrs. Longmire.
Our students and local businesses
were generous and assisted in raising
$325 for the All for Books Program.
Our local businesses who donated
include Bob & Steve’s BP Amoco,
Brion’s Grocery, the Cameron Civic
Club, Chronotype Publishing Co,
Community Bank of Cameron,
Lake 7, Lakeland Cooperative,
Stone Oven Pizzeria, Don Johnson
Motors, Papa Murphy’s, and Walmart. This means that the following
organizations will receive an equal
part of the raised funds: Kids in
Distressed Situations, National
Center for Family Literacy, and Toys
for Tots. Our end total sales topped
our goal of $3,000, which will grant
the LMC $1,600 for purchasing
books for students.
Our students enjoyed the Book
Fair, thanks to everyone’s support!

Comet Connection
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Middle School – continued
Homework
help
Morningstar Homework

Christie Mountain
As a part of our Positive Behavior
Interventions and Support Program,
Cameron Middle School students
are working towards earning a trip to
Christie Mountain on Friday, February 19, 2016. Please be sure to get
your permission forms filled out and
sent back to the MS office when you
receive them.

Help program is in full
swing. We offer help from
7:30 to 8:00 a.m. every
morning in the MS LMC.
If you have any questions,
please call the office at
715-458-5810.

Fun with writing
by Wyatt Wade
Eight years . . . the time it takes for
two full terms of presidency . . . the
time it takes to go from just born to
second or third grade. It is also the
amount of time 5th grade teacher,
Mrs. Jennifer LaVallie, has had her
students write to the residents at
Heritage Manor Nursing Home
in Chetek. When Mrs. LaVallie
accepted the 5th grade teaching job,
she also adoped the Heritage Manor
project, which is the brainchild of
now-retired Mrs. Swenson.
This year, the class continued the
tradition of writing to their older

friends. This activity helps the
students with their letter writing
skills as well as building social
connections. The students see their
special friends four times a year,
three times in Chetek and once here
in Cameron. When the Heritage
Manor residents come to Cameron,
they get to enjoy a talent show put
on by their 5th grade friends.
The students have many different
reasons for writing to their pen
pals and especially enjoy receiving
letters back! Students involved
in the project feel that they have

The visit. Mrs. LaVallie’s 5th grade class visited Heritage Manor to meet their pen pals and
played Bingo.

New friends. 5th grader Caiden Gifford with
his pen pal.

learned many different skills from
this activity, from writing skills to
listening skills and even skills on
how to respect others. According to
fifth grader, Leah Ebner, “Writing
can be a form of expressing yourself.”
Just entering middle school, some
students expect more work and
less fun, but try telling that to this
class. They expect more fun and
surprises down the road this year.
As for writing to Heritage Manor
in the future, Mrs. LaVallie hopes
to continue this tradition with
her future classes. Her students
recommend this, too.
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High School
ACT high school assessments
This year, schools in Wisconsin
are assessing all students in the 9th,
10th, and 11th grades using ACT
examinations as a part of school
accountability. The assessments
will be as follows:
*ACT Aspire Early High School
Assessment will be administered to
students in grades 9 and 10 in the
spring (more information about
the specific dates will be provided
later). The Aspire assesses student
readiness in English, math, reading,
science, and writing using an online
assessment.
*The ACT Plus Writing Assessment
will be administered to all students
in grade 11. The assessment
consists of tests in English,
math, reading, and science plus
a 30-minute essay test designed

to measure writing skills. This
is a paper/pencil test. Because
this test is a part of Wisconsin’s
accountability system, all students
are required to take it – even if they
have previously taken the ACT.
If they choose to, students will
be able to use the score from this
test for college applications, etc.
The testing date for all Wisconsin
students is March 1, 2016. Please
mark this date on your calendar.
(The state make-up testing date will
be March 15, 2016.)
*ACT WorkKeys will be
administered to all students in
grade 11. ACT WorkKeys is
an applied skills assessment that
helps students compare their skills
to the skills jobs require. This
paper/pencil test consists of three

assessments: Locating Information,
Reading for Information, and
Applied Mathematics. Depending
on how well the student performs,
he/she can earn a National Career
Readiness Certificate (NCRC)
at four possible graduated levels:
Bronze, Silver, Gold and Platinum.
Employers can use the NCRC to
help ensure that candidates they
are considering for employment or
training have the foundational skills
to be successful. The testing date for
all Wisconsin students is March 2,
2016. Please mark this date on your
calendar. (The state make-up testing
date will be March 16, 2016.)
Questions? Contact John
Meznarich, high school principal at
715-458-5900 or
jmeznarich@cameron.k12.wi.us.

Growth and Development unit,
learning about the physical, mental,
and social issues that are associated
with teen pregnancy and being a
teen parent. A major project was
conducted where the students were
asked to make a “baby” using water
jugs instead of dolls to replicate their
babies. Mr Roherty stated, “I had
the students use water because it was
a quick and easy way to add weight.
A doll would look more realistic, but
filling the jugs with water gave the
babies a more realistic weight.” Each
student had to carry the baby around
all day and make sure the baby came
back in the same condition it left.
The students learned that caring
around a baby (aka water jug), is a
lot more difficult than they expected.
The activity was designed to have

students gain a better understanding of the responsibilities of caring
for a child. Although, they only had
to carry around a water jug and not
deal with all of the other responsibilities, such as changing diapers
and feeding, they all had tired arms
at the end of the day. Mr. Roherty
stated, “I wanted to do a project
that gave the students a hands-on
opportunity that put responsibilities
in their hands that had real consequences if not followed(receiving 0
points on the project).
I did something similar to this
when I was in high school and college. In years to come I think I am
going to use diapers and feeding as a
part of this project to add responsibilities.” All in all, the project was a
success.

Crying for a lesson

by Haley Schmitz
Seventeen teen parents roamed
the halls of Cameron High on
Wednesday, Janurary 6 with their
newborns. Milk jug newborns,
that is. Mr. Roherty’s Health
Students were in their Human

“Happy parents.” Marissa Englund and
Emily Gilles enjoyed caring for their special
“homemade” babies.
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Ballers in training

Faces in the news

by Wyatt Wade
Do you remember your time back
in elementary or middle school? Did
you look up to the high schoolers?
What about the thought of working side by side with them in their
sport? Boys basketball players from
grades 3-6 got to do just that. The
Cameron boys basketball team
sponsored Youth Week to recognize
and teach the younger players the
fundamentals of the game.
During practices, the team taught
grades 3-6 how to dribble, pass,
and shoot the ball. There were also
competitions. In these competitions,
the older guys had to trust and have
faith in the younger players. If their
team lost, the high school guys had
to do push ups while the players
they coached watched them.
Not only did these young athletes participate in practice, but
they also had time in the spot light
at half time and at the end of the
Shell Lake game. At half time, the
students participated in a shooting
competition. The winner on each
side got his own basketball signed
by the high school boys’ basketball
team. At the end of the game, the
varsity team sat to sign basketballs.
The young ballers walked through

Role models. The 5-6 grade and high school
boys basketball players have all eyes on Coach
LaVallie as coach demonstrates a drill to do
during Youth Week.

the line and had either a hankie
or a small blue ball signed by the
2015-2016 varsity team.
Every youngsters’ dream is to
play in the big time. The Cameron
Boys’ Basketball team gave younger
students a little taste of what it was
like to be a varsity athlete. “We do
this in order to keep the kids in
basketball and to keep interest in
the program,” commented varsity
head coach Troy LaVallie.
By the looks of the upcoming
athletes, we should have no problem with that. There appears to be
a lot of enthusiasm and talent for
the future.

Practice makes perfect. Grades 3 and 4 met and shot around with all high school basketball
players before practice started on their day of Youth Week.

Play 60. On December 13, Briana
Klabunde, 6th grade, traveled to Lambeau Field to participate in the state
Punt, Pass, and Kick competition. There
she placed second in the10-11 age division, punting 67’ 8”, passing 60’ 9”, and
kicking 54’ 2” for a grand total of 182’
7”. Congratulations, Briana!

Bee a speller. On Friday January 15,
the Cameron Middle School held a spelling bee in which 33 students school-wide
participated. (Left to right) Lacy Johnson,
6th grade, placed third, Matt Daniels,
6th grade, placed second, and Jekiah
Manor, 8th grade, was the local chamipon. Jekiah will travel to Turtle Lake on
February 17 to compete in the CESA 11
Regional competition.

Dibble dribbles. During the week of
January 11-17, Peyton Dibble’s basketball skills did not go unnoticed. He
helped with two wins by scoring 22
points at Prairie Farm on Tuesday and
43 points at home against Clear Lake on
Friday. Not only did he draw attention
from fans but also from wissports.net. He
was nominated for “Athlete of the Week”
along with four other athletes across Wisconsin. Additionally, he scored his 1,000
point as a Comet on January 28.
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SAVE the DATE

My Little Princess Dance
An evening of fun for little girls and a significant adult in her life.
Where:

Cameron High School Commons

When:

Friday, April 22, 2016

Time:

6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.

Cost:

$10 per couple if you pre-register by April 15
$15 per couple at the door
A fun night filled with crafts, snacks, and dancing.

Watch for a flyer coming home soon with your child.

Sponsored by Cameron FBLA

